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Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator  

 
Thank you Dutchess County for shopping at our annual plant sale. And thank you CCEDC 
Master Gardener volunteers for your hard work leading up to the sale, helping folks during the 
sale, and cleaning up afterward. Because of you the sale was a great success!  

Both planning and planting for the sale starts in Autumn when foliage plants such as Coleus and 
Geranium are moved indoors from our Nursery Bed to be grown into hundreds of new cuttings 
for the next year. Orders for annuals are finished by mid-October in order to receive an early 
discount (every penny counts). Seeds for vegetables and herbs are selected in January with  
input from the Master Gardner volunteers who lobby for their favorites.  

In mid-March the heat is turned on in the greenhouse 
and thousands of tiny plugs arrive to be potted. A few 
weeks later thousands of vegetable seeds are started 
and then transplanted into larger pots. On sunny days 
the “Potting” volunteers exclaim about the heat. On 
cloudy days they bundle up. Teams of greenhouse 
waterers carefully check every pot every day.  

MG volunteers dig divisions of perennials to be potted throughout April, ensuring they are well 
established for the sale.  

Every plant selected is described for our web site lists. Hundreds of informational signs are 
created to help shoppers during the sale.  
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By the end of April there is not a single square inch in the greenhouse without plants; potted 
perennials surround it outside.  

The week of the sale the front lawn of the Farm & Home Center is turned into a sales floor. 
Poles are driven, ropes installed, tents go up, hundreds of empty strawberry boxes are stacked 
and plants are assembled in tidy rows with their signs. Volunteers walk miles without ever 
leaving the building’s grounds.  

           

Friday and Saturday shoppers arrive with their lists, plans and dreams. Some are very young, 
all are enthusiastic.  

             

By Saturday evening, unsold plants are moved back near the greenhouse for MGs to purchase 
or donate. The front lawn is empty and not too much the worse for wear.  

This is the primary fundraiser for the Master Gardener program in Dutchess County. We truly 
value your support. 

 
 

JUNE GARDEN $ENSE – A FRUGAL WAY TO GROW YOUR OWN 
By Victoria Rolfe, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

  
If you have been out there planting since early April, by now those brown patches of earth in 
your garden are starting to fill in with many beautiful and varied shades of green. It’s incredible 

to marvel at how a few packets of tiny seeds can fill 
your yard with lush growth in such a short time. 
At this point, your first spring seeds are growing up 
nicely and you can still continue to plant more if you 
wish. The spring seeds you can keep planting include 
carrots, beets, radishes, lettuce, and greens. There are 
still many flower seeds you can plant this month as well, 
such as marigolds, zinnias, nasturtiums, morning 
glories, sunflowers, cosmos, and calendula.  

Shoppers of all ages enjoyed the sale including Ruth Lawritsen, aged 103.  
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Perhaps as you read this, you have already transplanted your summer seedlings of peppers, 
tomatoes, and eggplant into the garden. If not these first few weeks in June will be the time to 
get them out there. You can also sow your summer/fall crop seeds directly into the garden now. 
This would be your all your squash family plants, cucumbers, and beans. 
  
Frugal Tip #13 – Cut and come again on your lettuce 
and greens (such as kale, collards, spinach, and 
Swiss chard). If you have sown these seeds early in 
April, you should already be enjoying your first salads 
and cooked greens from some of these crops. Don't 
forget that there is no need to pick the whole plant, 
but rather continue to pick the outer leaves while the 
plant puts out new growth from the middle. Or, in the 
case of leaf lettuce, you can actually take a scissor or 
a knife and cut the whole plant down to 1" from the 
ground and it will grow right back.  
  
Remember to continue to frequently water any newly sown seeds or tender young transplants, 
sometimes even more than once a day in hot dry weather. As we move into later June and your 
plants grow larger they will no longer require these frequent light sprinkles and in fact, it would 
be detrimental to continue such watering practices, as it encourages the plants to develop a 
shallow weak root system. Once your plants get larger they will benefit from less frequent but 
nice deep watering. Generally, most annuals, including vegetables, will do well with about 1" of 
watering per week. Of course, we can count on Mother Nature to provide us with at least some 
of this watering, and we will just supplement where she falls short. This brings us to: 
  
Frugal Tip #14 – Don’t waste water. By taking rainfall into account and employing the correct 
watering techniques you can keep your plants properly hydrated without unnecessarily 
overwatering them. 
 
In addition to keeping track of rainfall and giving your plants nice deep but less frequent 
watering there are a number of other practices you can employ that will save on water. 
 
Water at the ground level. By applying water directly to the roots of the plants you will eliminate 
a lot of the water waste that overhead sprinkling of the entire garden will lead to.  You can 
achieve this by using soaker hoses instead. This practice will also help your plants by keeping 
the leaves dry and thus preventing fungal infections. (We will explore this topic more in the July 
installment of Garden $ense.) 
  

Another aspect of watering to consider is timing. It is best to water your 
plants early in the morning or in the late afternoon. This will allow the 
roots to get a good long cool drink before the hot sun dries up the 
ground. Be especially careful not to wet the leaves if you are watering in 
the late afternoon, as wet leaves all night will invite the dreaded 
aforementioned fungal disease.  

  
At this point, you may be wondering how you will know exactly how much rain water your 
garden has received. It is very handy to have your own rain gauge. You can purchase one at 
most garden supply centers, or:  
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Frugal Tip #15 – Make your own rain gauge. All you will need is a straight 
sided clear jar. Purchased gauges will generally be about 1” in diameter, 
and that would be ideal, but any diameter will do as long as the sides are 
straight up and down. Then using a waterproof marker (such as a paint 
pen) take a ruler and mark and label lines for 1/4," ½", "3/4", 1", etc. Of 
course, you can also decorate your rain gauge to make it another pretty, 
whimsical addition to your garden. 
  

Frugal Tip # 16 – Fertilize efficiently. Just as water should be judiciously applied at the proper 
times, so as to use the minimum amounts for maximum results, the same goes for fertilizer. Of 
course, if you have top notch soil, amended with lots of (free!) organic material and composted 
manure, you might not even need fertilizer. But since many of us fall short in this respect, a little 
boost of essential nutrients may be necessary. You can use your own compost as fertilizer, 
either applied directly to the base of your plants or made into a "tea" to water your plants. 
(Google "compost tea" for specific directions on this). 
  
If you are using a manufactured fertilizer, use either a granular mix or a fish emulsion. Steer 
clear of the instant fast-acting "blue liquid". This is because you want a slow-acting fertilizer, not 
a quick burst of nitrogen that will promote lush greenery at the expense of your vegetable 
production. 
  
As with watering, the timing of your fertilizing is crucial for optimum 
results. In addition to the dose of fertilizer that you put in the hole 
when transplanting, there are two other ideal times for application. 
The first time is when your plant begins to set fruit so that the added 
nutrients will go directly towards that vegetable growth. Then it will 
benefit from another fertilizer boost midway through its production 
when it is putting out its crop like gangbusters, and depleting the soil 
at a rapid rate.  This timing schedule will maximize your fertilizer 
efficiency for the best results.  
  
Now, as you begin to enjoy the fruits of your labor, take some time 
out to feast your eyes on the beauty of this lush garden you have 
created. It is nothing short of magic. 
 

 
 

TRAINING MY EYES FOR A CHANGING PLANTSCAPE 
By Georgette Wier, CCEDC Master Gardener Intern 

 
Whether driving the Taconic, hiking in a park, or pulling weeds in a garden, there is no escaping 
the signs of our changing plant landscape. Even in parks and preserves where plants are, in 
theory, protected, they often aren’t what they used to be.  Neither are the weeds in my garden. 
From ephemeral spring flowers to sturdy (in our minds) hemlocks and ashes, plants that have 
fed the biodiverse ecology of our region for years are yielding ground to invasive species. I have 
hiked past acres of barberry in Fahnestock State Park, cleared numerous fallen, dead hemlocks 
from trails at Mills-Norrie State Park (ash trees are next), become painfully entangled with 
multiflora rose just about everywhere, and stared awestruck at oriental bittersweet’s 
strangulation of mature trees of all types. I regularly pull bittersweet, garlic mustard, multiflora 
rose and other invasives from my garden beds.  
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These are ecological changes in my lifetime.  
 
When offered the chance last year to learn more about the 
changing plant world in my home region, I eagerly signed 
up. The opportunity was the 2016 Blockbuster Invasive 
Plant Survey organized by the Lower Hudson Partnership 
for Regional Invasive Species Management (LHPRISM). 
Several CCE Community Horticulture Educators including 
Dutchess County’s are active members of LHPRISM, 
recruiting and training volunteer surveyors.  The 
workshops were open to the public—a good thing for me 
as I was not yet in the Master Gardener program! 
 

We were trained to identify a short list of species of invasive plants and how to use smart phone 
or GPS technology to record our sightings. The citizen scientist protocol required taking very 
short walks of 400 meters, looking for the listed plants, and documenting their presence when 
found. Admittedly, it took a little getting used to: walk slowly, almost meditatively; train one’s 
eyes to pick out likely suspects from the abundance of green shapes and shades; make 
accurate identifications—it was humbling to face the extent of my ignorance!  
 
It helped to hook up with another 
volunteer, in my case, MG Nancy 
Swanson. Two sets of eyes and opinions 
not only improved our effectiveness and 
confidence, it added to the fun of the 
project.  We each had an assigned block 
within which to survey, and the areas we 
chose proved to be quite different in their 
plantscapes. Some spots seemed to host 
almost nothing but invasive plants, while 
others seemed nearly pristine.  
 

Success --finding and making an identification--could be 
unsettling. The small, emerging mile-a-minute vine at Pond Gut 
elicited a small cheer that we had a documented result, but a 
pang at the presence of the invasive plant. 
 
I enjoy being outdoors with a reason to slow down and take a 
close look at the natural world, so I will participate again in this 
year’s survey.  That my data may help build a contemporary 
understanding of how our natural world is changing is a bonus.  
 
Blockbuster trainings are June 3 and 17 at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension in Dutchess County; and throughout June at other 
locations. Click here to learn more and register. I hope to see 
you. Bring a friend! 
 

 
 

 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/invasive-plant-survey-recruiting-volunteers
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 Cornell Vegetable Growing Guides 

 Cornell Vegetable MD Online 

 Cornell Gypsy Moth Fact Sheet 

 Growing Gooseberries and Currants 

 Keep Off the Grass? IPM for Anyone With a Lawnmower  

 The Good Side of Stinging Nettles 

 A Better Berry? By Lee Reich 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, June 18, 1-4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters 
will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The volunteer interpreters 
will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission 
of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, 
shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. 
Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the gardens are 
currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose Garden 
terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 
1875  Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt 
era. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
Saturday, June 24, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Garden Visitors” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. 
For more information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday, July 1, 11 am, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“Designing a Garden for Children” by CCEDC Master Gardener Philomena Kiernan. For 
more information visit http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 
266-5530 

Saturday, July 8, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Garden Pojects for Kids” by MG volunteers Kathy Smith and Linda LoGiurato. For more 
information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 

 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   
 
 
 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene0391.html
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Gypsy-Moth-15uchhm.pdf
http://www.fruit.cornell.edu/mfruit/gooseberries.html
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2017/05/16/keep-off-the-grass-ipm-for-anyone-with-a-lawnmower/
https://www.morningagclips.com/the-good-side-of-stinging-nettles/?utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=NLCampaign&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_term=newsletteredition&utm_medium=email
http://www.leereich.com/2017/05/a-better-berry.html
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

           
Last month this bush in a semi-shaded spot 
had small green flowers. It was a currant 
bush. When I went back to photograph it 
again, it was totally covered by poison ivy.  
I decided to just keep walking.  

This tree is growing in our parking lot. Do you 
know what it is?  

 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 opens April 5 each Wednesday from 9am to noon.  
Questions can also be submitted through our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
    
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

