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   The Cornell Cooperative Extension educational system enables people to 
improve their lives and communities through partnerships that put experience 
and research knowledge to work.  

 We are designing all of the publicity materials, creating 

this year’s passport, and getting things printed! Last year, on 

our survey to the consumers, it was realized that the signage is 

the biggest “complaint” for Open Farm Day. Therefore, this 

year, we have great new, large lawn signs for Open Farm Day! 

So, if you are participating this year, keep an eye out for one of 

our new lawn signs! We want to thank all of our sponsors,            

especially Price Chopper. This year, we have raised over $15,000 for the event and have 33 

farms participating. 

  

 We have also continued work on our Local Farm Guide. We had a follow up interview 

with the Central New York Community Foundation in regards to funding this site. We have 

over 40 farms signed up to participate so far. This could be a really exciting promotional tool! 

  

 Our most exciting news though, is our new           

Growing Agribusiness Discussion Group! This group 

will be for any business owner that is looking to      

network and learn. These meetings will be                

informal and will be held here in Morrisville on the 

Third Wednesday of the Month. This month, it will be 

June 21. The first topic for discussion is Social Media 

for Your Business. We will have a guest speaker who 

will talk to the business owners and farmers about  

using social media, then open it up for discussion, 

hints, tips, tricks, etc that people want to 

share, ask, and discuss!  These will be held at 3pm   

until 4pm. If you have a topic to     suggest for a future 

meeting,  pass it along to Jenn! JLF286@cornell.edu 

AED Events 

AED Submitted by Jennifer Farwell, AED Specialist   
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Hops Program Submitted by Steve Miller, Hops Specialist 

 May is one of the busiest months for hop growers with stringing, 

training, fertilizing and weed management all needing to be done in a 

short time. There are now far more acres of hops being produced in the 

State (400) than what can be expected to be purchased by Farm       

Breweries.  It is very important that growers shoot for quality, high 

yields and competitive prices.  Growers must market to the other craft 

brewers in the state which make up more than 25 times the production 

as those with farm brewery licenses.  In 2016 CCE obtained several 

grants from NY Empire State Development to help the hop industry in 

doing a better job in marketing to brewers. One of these includes the   

development of an image/ logo that will be placed on beer containers and tap handles. This image 

will let consumers know that a particular beer would contain a certain level of New York         

produced hops and grains.   I have had several meetings with brewers, growers and state officials 

to move this project forward.  In May I met with NYS Department of Ag and Markets              

Commissioner Richard Ball and several staff members.  We are determining the criteria of who 

will be able to use the logo and to develop a campaign to let consumers know what the logo means 

in relation to the beer they are purchasing. We hope to have this established before Fall hop   

harvest in 2017.  

 

 On May 17th I participated with a 5 county BOCES event that targeted 8-10th graders to 

let them know more about careers in agriculture and related fields. In June I will be having a 

booth at a regional beer fest held at Saranac Brewery. At Commissioner Ball’s request I am also 

speaking to a group of State Agriculture Commissioners from the northeast being held in   

Cooperstown on June 13th.  A significant part of my funding requires that I work with growers, 

faculty, and extension staff from 10 surrounding states. I will let them know what we are doing 

insure that hops are part of the growing beverage industry. I will also be speaking at an event in 

Connecticut on the 17th.  At the same time I continue to get requests from people wanting to start 

hop farms or from established growers needing more information.  

 Many state events and competitions took place including Animal Crackers, New York 

State Horse Communications Contest, Dairy and Equine 101, Dairy Rodeo, and New York State  

4-H Capital Days. 

 Animal Crackers is an annual event run by the Cornell University Department of Animal 

Science Extension Program and a committee of New York State 4-H Educators. Each year, youth 

from across the state come together to take part in workshops relevant to animal species of      

interest. The program rotates on what animal species are covered and this year’s topics were    

equine and canine. Madison County 4-H had 9 youth participate from the Young Riders 4-H 

Club. Madison County 4-H Member, Kav Young, had his own station about Farriery and was the 

only 4-H Youth to have their own station. 

HOPs and 4-H Updates 

4-H Submitted by Chelsea Jones, 4-H Educator 



Special points of  interest: 

 Funded enrollment 171 

 Total enrollment 200 

 Three program options: 

    Center-Based 

    Combination 

    Child Care Partnership 

 Five centers & 1 partner-

ship sites, all locations, li-

censed by New York State 

 205 families served during  

the program year. 

  

2013—2104 

Program Year 

 On Saturday, May 13th, the New York State 4-H Horse Communications event took place 

at Cornell University. Madison County 4-H Youth, Kav Young and Grace Young competed. 

Grace took 4th place in the junior division and Kav took 6th place in the senior division. Also on 

the 13th, 4-H Members from the Boots, Belts, and Bovines and the Young Riders participated in 

the 4-H Dairy Rodeo which was held at the Cortland County Fairgrounds. The Dairy Rodeo gives 

youth the chance to get a calf for the day and prepare the calf for the evening showmanship  

competition. Youth must wash, clip, and halter break their own animals. This event gives youth 

a chance to step out of their comfort zone and try a new animal species but  also allows youth 

with experience to practice their skills before the summer show season. The last big event for 

May was the New York State 4-H Capital Days which took place May 21-23rd in Albany, New 

York. Capital Days allows youth to learn more about how New York State    Government works, 

career opportunities in government, and gives youth the opportunity to tell their 4-H story to 

elected officials. 4-H Member, Kav Young, was the 2017 4-H Capital Days  Delegate for Madison 

County. On Tuesday, May 23rd, Kav met with Senator Dave Valesky where he was able to talk 

with the senator about the importance of 4-H Youth Development in our community and state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First cutting forage quality monitoring has wrapped up for the season. First cutting can 

represent a significant portion of the hay crop put up in a given year, so harvesting at peak   

quality is critical to enhancing a farm’s profitability. The ag staff completed a weekly monitoring 

transect of Madison County and compiled a report for farmers each week that included current 

forage quality and recommendations on how to manage forage quality in the coming week. The 

first cutting forage quality reports provide advanced notice to farmers regarding the status of 

their hay crop and likely timing for optimal harvest. These reports were e-mailed out to over 950 

farmers each week and were made available on our website and facebook page. The forage    

quality monitoring reports were read by over 250 farmers each week. This especially wet spring 

has been challenging for many farmers as there have not been many adequately long periods of 

clear weather to make hay. The recommendations in the first cutting forage quality monitoring 

reports have helped producers make the highest quality forage possible given the constraints of 

the season.  

4-H Continued Submitted by Chelsea , 4-H Educator  

Page 3 

Continuation of 4-H Update and Ag Events 

Ag. Report  Submitted by Sarah Ficken, Ag Subject Educator  



 

Cooperative Extension is a nationwide system of educational programs that are jointly funded by federal, state 

and county governments. The U. S. Department of Agriculture is the federal partner while land grant          

universities are state partners. The passage of two laws by the U. S. Congress made this 

nationwide system possible. The Morrill Act passed in 1862    established the land 

grant universities and the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 funded the federal portion of     

Cooperative Extension. 

 

Contact Information: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County 

PO Box 1209 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized  

for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities  

and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Upcoming Events 
 
6/3                   Expressive Arts Workshop 
6/11              Colgate Community Garden  -- Scouting and Integrated Pest Management 
6/14                  Biosecurity for Horse Farms and Effective Quarantine Procedures 
6/21                  Growing Agribusiness Discussion Group: Social Media for your Business 
                         CNY 4-H Dairy Judging Tour 
6/27 -  29         4-H Career Explorations at Cornell University 
7/5                   Women in Ag: Value Added Grants  
7/6-9             Madison County Fair 
    7/6  Ag Appreciation Breakfast 
   7/8 Youth Day at the Fair 
   7/9 Ag Day at Madison County Fair 
7/7                   4-H Evaluation and Qualifying Horse Show 
7/9  Women in Ag: Madison County Fair Meetup 
7/10                 Aspiring Farm Academy ( Part 1 ) 
7/12                 Pasture Walk:  Pasture Management 
7/24                 Aspiring Farmers Academy ( Part 2 ) 
7/26 –7/27      4-H Dairy Show 
7/29  Madison County Open Farm Day 
8/2  Women in Ag: New York State Fair Meetup 
8/3 - 4              4-H Dairy Show at NYS Fairgrounds 
8/9  Women in Ag: Empire Farm Day Meetup 
8/9 - 11            Junior Livestock Show in Cooperstown, NY 
8/24 - 9/4        New York State Fair 
8/27  Colgate Community Garden - FSMA and Post-Harvest Handling 
8/28                WIA: NY State Fair Meetup 
                        Dairy Girl Network: New York State Fair Meetup 
9/24                Colgate Community Garden - Soil Health and Composting 
11/1                 WIA—Holistic Farm Management 
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