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Upcoming Events 

 Shop Meeting: 

March 15th 12-2 at Van lieshout Farm, Happy Valley Rd. in Verona 

Topic: Calving Pen management, newborn calf protocols, and others 

Lunch will be provided! Please RSVP 736-3394 x132 by March 8 

 to assure there is enough food for all 

Lunch is sponsored by NBT Mang. Insurance Co. 

What does it take to be a Famer?  

 So you always thought about farming. What does it take to 

farm? What type of farming would you do? How much does it cost to 

get into farming? Do I need experience? Who will help me learn and 

support what I want to farm? 

 Farmland growth in New York State correlates to a $1 billion 

increase in market value for agricultural products sold, according to 

the 2012 U.S. Department of Agriculture report outlining the health 

of agricultural markets nationwide. In addition, there’s a movement 

since [2011] that has heightened interest in not only the production 

side, but on the nutrition side. 

 Farmland is expensive, capital is needed, and a plan is 

necessary to become a farmer. So communicating the “end in mind” 

will more than likely get you there.  

 Come join us Join us on Saturday, March 4, 2017. for a day 

of exploration on what it takes to be a farmer. Learn the support 

systems available from the “Northeast Beginning Farmers Project” to 

the “New Farmers Grant Fund Program.  This workshop will take 

place at CCE, 121 Second Street, Oriskany.  9 am until 3 pm. A light 

lunch will be provided. Cost to attend is $15 per person or $25 per 

couple. Registration begins at 8:30 am. Pre-registration is 

encouraged to ensure enough handouts and food. For more 

information and to register contact Bonnie Collins at 315-736- 3394 

ext. 104 or bsc33@cornell.edu. If you are a veteran you are eligible 

for a full scholarship to the workshop. 

March 10th: Pro-Dairy Winter Dairy Management “Don’t Be Lame” 

Join us at our CCE Oneida Co. office to participate via webinar.  

10 to 2:30,  $15 to attend.  Please call 315-736-3394 x132 to RSVP 

March 24th 6 to 8pm @ CCE Oneida Office: Beef Producers Discussion 
 “Is this animal ready for the butcher?”  We’ll view Mike Baker’s video on  

determining finished status in beef. Additional discussion topics in the works. 

Please call 315-736-3394 x 132 if you plan to attend  

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu


The Oneida County 4-H Dog Program is offering  

Spring Dog Obedience classes  
beginning Thursday, April 27th at 6:00 pm at CCE Oriskany.   

Classes are offered for beginner and advanced beginner levels.   

The classes are taught by 4-H volunteers  

Bonnie Barrett and Janet DiNitto.   

Participants in the class must be between the ages of 9-19 years  

but do NOT have to be enrolled in the 4-H program.   

All dogs must be at least 6 months of age and owners must provide a 

copy of current rabies and distemper vaccinations.   

The cost for the 8 week program is $20.00 for 4-H members  

and $35.00 for non-4-H members.   

Dates: 4/27,5/4, 5/11, 5/18, 5/25, 6/1, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22 

Register here https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/4HDogOb2017_230 

Geothermal Power & Installation Basics   Mary Wrege 

Come, learn, and observe an on-site installation of a pond-source geothermal 

system that also features a solar photovoltaic electric power source.  Learn of 

these technologies as possibilities for your heating, cooling, and electrical needs 

for your farm, business, or residence. 

When:  Thursday, March 16, 2017   10:00am-Noon 

Where: John Mcnulty property, 156 Pritchard Road, West Winfield 

Guest speaker:  Nick Pryputniewicz, mechanical engineer, of NP 

Environmental. Nick will be speaking of basics of geothermal systems, 

components, costs, incentives etc.  He will offer information on site 

evaluations, energy audits, price and value, and system performance. 

 A promising solution to high energy costs is buried 

underground. Super-efficient geothermal pumps can provide clean, 

quiet geothermal heating and cooling while cutting utility bills by up to 

70%. The earth’s temperature stays at a constant 50 degrees F 

independent of how hot or cold it is outside. So while a conventional 

“air-source” heat pump may provide some buffered cooling and 

heating, the efficiency of a ground-source heat pump makes pretty 

easy work of extracting and disbursing heat through the 50 degree F 

liquid circulating in the ground loops.  Deep wells may also be an 

option if space and lateral loops do not fit the property plan.  It takes 

one kilowatt/hour of electricity for a geothermal heat pump to 

produce nearly 12,000 BTU of cooling or heating which is twice as 

efficient as the top-rated air conditioners. 

Registration requested by March 14, 2017 

Please leave name/phone# if we need to notify you 

of event changes  
Either Online at:  https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/

gpib_230  
Or contact Linda at 315-736-3394 x 124 or email, 

Lw343@cornell.edu 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/4HDogOb2017_230
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/gpib_230
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/gpib_230


Bee Keeper Classes hosted by Mid York Bee Keepers 

$30 per class (lunch included) both classes from 9 to 5 

Beginner Class March 11  

Advanced Class April 1st  

ADVANCE Registration is required.  You can register on line at 

http://midyorkbeekeepers.weebly.com 

OR call Jim Morawiec 315-368-4732 

Safe Tractor and Machinery Operation Program  
April 18-20 from 8:30-3:00 each day.  

We invite and encourage all farm and non-farm youth and adults  

aged 14 and over who will be working on or around machinery  

to participate in the program. 

The program will be held at Clinton Tractor in Clinton, NY.   

The cost for 4-H members is $25. For non-members the cost is $30. 

Payments can be made out to CCE Herkimer and mailed to  

5657 State Route 5 Herkimer, NY 13350. If you have any questions, 

contact Jennifer Collins at jlr34@cornell.edu or 315-866-7920 

Register at https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/2017TractorSafety-2_221 

Cow Comfort Conference.    

March 20-21st 2017 at the Holiday Inn in Liverpool, NY.  

https://www.morningagclips.com/2017-cow-comfort-conference 

for details and registration instructions.  

The Dairy Princess Banquet  

will be Sunday April 30th at Vernon Downs Hotel 

Cowtails at 1pm, dinner begins at 1:30 

Registration is required by April 21st. 

Please contact Joan Smith at 315-737-8907 or jdsmith49@aol.com 

Dairy Princess & Court applications are due by April 1st. 

Please send applications to  Mary Burkert, 7795 Sally Rd.,  

Waterville, NY  13480 or call 315-527-2886 

Nominations for silver cow, dairy farmer of the year and  

Ag business of the year are due by April 1st. 

Please send applications to  

Cilla Larry, 7825 River Rd., Rome, NY  13440 

Cured Meat Workshop March 14th-15th on Cornell Univ.Campus. 
For more information and registration visit: http://bit.ly/CUCuredMeats. 
This workshop is tailored to small-scale meat processors and restaurant 

owners interested in creating value added meat product to their customers. 

 

mailto:jlr34@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/2017TractorSafety-2_221
http://bit.ly/CUCuredMeats
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“ The 2016 TSC Clover Campaign” was a huge success!   
Thank you to everyone who supported Oneida County 4-H.   

The proceeds will enable us to offer and send many youth on special field 
trips such as The Cornell Vet School Open House 4-1-17. 

The 2017 Clover campaign will kick off on  April 26 through May 7, 2017  

The Cornell Companions Oneida County Volunteer Program 

provides reading education assistance to improve the literacy skills 

of children, employing a unique approach and a classic concept: 

reading with a dog. 

The Program also trains dogs and their owners for other volunteer 

work, including visits to nursing homes, special needs centers, child 

care centers and family day care homes. 
If you are interested in volunteering with the Cornell Companions, 

contact Donna Gatto (315) 736-3394 Ext. 224 or by e-mail at 

dmg23@cornell.edu.   

A volunteer application form is available for download on our website 

at:  http://www.cceoneida.com/home-

and-garden/therapy-dogs/ 

Our 2017 Spring Training Class will 

be held on the following dates: 

May 2, 9, 16, 23 

Registration is required by  

April 17, 2017 

mailto:dmg23@cornell.edu


Manure-Handling Emergency Action Plans 
 (Article written by Mike Hunter, CCE of Jefferson County and submitted by Mary Wrege) 

“Oneida County’s spring is just around the corner and with that 

are often full manure pits, spring rains and melting snows.  The extra 

water can be problematic for saturated pits, soils and nearby 

waterways if you are not prepared.  Weather and climate patterns are 

predicting more intense and frequent rain events.  Knowing that our 

farms are under continued public scrutiny to be good stewards of land 

and water,  

I thought this was a timely article for our upcoming spring”. MWrege 

Every farm, regardless of size, that handles animal waste must 

be prepared to manage a manure-handling emergency. Manure-

handling emergencies usually involve a discharge or spill of manure and 

therefore they pose a threat to human and environmental health. While 

prevention is the best strategy to reduce the risk of this type of 

emergency, not all manure spills can be prevented; therefore, a written 

emergency action plan must be developed for every farm. An 

emergency action plan is implemented in the event of a manure 

discharge or spill. The plan addresses the following areas: eliminating 

the source, confining the spill or runoff to as small an area as possible, 

assessing and recognizing the problem, notifying the proper authorities, 

and cleaning up the spill or runoff.  

Each farm should identify all locations where system failure may 

occur, and how serious a problem it may present. This part of the 

emergency action plan involves determining possible solutions for 

anticipated emergencies. It must address ways to eliminate or stop the 

source of the spill or runoff. This pre-planning strategy will also serve 

as an educational tool for the employees. All employees, even those 

not directly responsible for animal waste equipment, should be familiar 

with the manure handling system. For example, they should know the 

location of all valves, how they function and how to turn them off. 

Methods to confine the spill or runoff to as small of an area as 

possible must also be included in an emergency action plan. Containing 

liquid manure or runoff will likely require creating temporary diversions, 

digging holes or using soil to form emergency dikes. Incorporation of 

the manure into the soil surface will also reduce runoff from a field. To 

confine spills quickly, equipment must be available for immediate 

assistance. Operations that do not have a bulldozer, backhoe or tillage 

equipment should include a list of equipment owned by those who have 

agreed to assist in an emergency. In addition, other equipment that 

should be available includes: a liquid manure tanker truck, a vacuum 

tanker, a manure pump, manure irrigation equipment and inflatable tile 

plugs. 

After any manure spill or runoff occurs, a process to assess and identify 

the problems must be followed. Most emergency action plans contain a 

list of questions to be answered. The following are suggested questions 

to consider: Did the manure reach any surface waters? Approximately  
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how much manure was released and for what duration? Was there any 

damage noted, such as employee injury, fish kills, or property damage? 

Did the spill leave the farm property? Does the spill have the potential 

to reach surface waters? Have potable water wells been threatened? 

The written responses to these questions should be kept for future 

reference and emergency response training. 

Notification of the proper agencies and local authorities must 

been done in a timely manner. If the spill leaves the property or enters 

surface waters, call local EMS officials. Agencies that will be able to 

provide advice and technical assistance include: local Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts, local Natural Resources Conservation Districts 

and the Cooperative Extension Service. Information to provide when 

calling agencies include: your name, telephone number, nature of the 

emergency, location of the spill including address and site description, 

the direction of spill movement, the immediate perceived impact, and 

any control action implemented. 

Clean-up efforts in manure spills or runoff should be documented 

and kept with the emergency action plan for future use. Written 

documentation should include the cause of the emergency, the 

procedure used to handle the emergency, a list of authorities that were 

called and those that responded, and the time it took for authorities to 

respond. The state water quality agency or other technical assistance 

agencies may provide advice on handling the clean-up of the manure 

emergency. 

In summary, emergency action plans are a valuable tool for 

farms that handle animal waste. The plan serves many functions such 

as identifying potential risks, identifying resources required to control a 

manure handling emergency and identifying available resources.  
Please see example Emergency Plan on the next page. 
References: Albrecht, J. E. Emergency Action Plan, South Carolina Confined 
Animal Manure Managers Certification Program, Clemson University. 
Fonner, R. How Can I Develop an Emergency Response Plan for My Livestock 
Facility?, 1999 Livestock Waste Management Conference, Bioenvironmental 

Engineering at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 
Livestock and Poultry Environmental Stewardship Curriculum. Emergency Action 
Plans. 
Smith, J.M. Manure Spill Emergency Management, Ohio State, Extension, 
Auglaize County, Ohio. 
State of New York, Department of State, Office of Fire Prevention and Control. 
1993. Hazardous Materials Incident Command Workbook. 

Adapted and reprinted with permission from Dairy Manure Systems: Equipment 
and Technology (NRAES-143). Natural Resource, Agriculture, and Engineering 
Service, P.O. Box 4557, Ithaca, NY 14852-4557. < www.nraes.org > 



Example Emergency Action Plan 
 

Farm Name: ______________________________________ 
Location: ________________________________________  

Phone Number: ___________________________________  
In Case of a Manure Spill Emergency  

1) Eliminate Source  
2) Contain Spill  
3) Notify  
4) Clean-up  

Contact Agencies and Information  

Call 911 and provide them with the following:  
⇒ Your Name 

⇒ Address and Phone Number  

⇒ Exact location of the incident  

⇒ Description of the emergency  

⇒ Estimates of the amounts, area covered and the distance the manure 

traveled  
⇒ Whether manure has reached ditches, waterways or streams  

⇒ Are there any injuries to people, fish kills or property damage?  

⇒ What is being done and the assistance needed  

Call the appropriate Environmental Agency.  Phone: ______________ 

In New York State contact the NYS DEC Hazardous Material Spill Response 
Team to report the manure spill.  
Contact the local:   
Soil and Water Conservation District.   Phone: ________________ 
Cooperative Extension Service.       Phone: ________________ 
Local Highway Department.        Phone: ________________  

 
Equipment operators & farmers who agreed to assist in an emergency:  
Name  __________________________________________ 
Equipment Available _______________________________  
Daytime Phone ________________ Evening Phone _______________ 
Name  __________________________________________ 
Equipment Available _______________________________  

Daytime Phone ________________ Evening Phone _______________ 

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older, 

The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you get screenings for, 
breast cervical or colon cancer.  Call 315-798-5248 for more information. 

Cornell University Dairy Discovery workshop March 24-25.    
Dairy Discovery is a hands-on state-wide program for youth ages  

14-19 years old. Each year the youth spend the 1½ days  
(Friday afternoon until Saturday late afternoon) on campus learning about 

dairy careers and rotating through a series of hands-on stations which focus 
on a specific aspect of the dairy field each year.   

For more information go to:  
http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/events-2/dairy-discovery-2/  

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/events-2/dairy-discovery-2/


Reducing Risk through Crop Insurance  

Elizabeth Higgins, Ag Business Management Specialist, Jennifer Ifft, 

Assistant Professor Jing Yi, Post-Doc       submitted by Bonnie Collins 

Farmers face risk every day. Crops can be wiped out by disease 

or frost or too much or too little rain. Prices can reach record lows. 

When you buy an insurance policy you trade the risk of a significant 

loss for a specific set payment amount (premium), with a guaranteed 

payment to compensate you for the insured loss if it occurs.  Some 

losses are more likely than others and some events, should they occur, 

would be more catastrophic to a farm business than others.  Premium 

rates are set by the USDA based on the likelihood of the insured event 

happening during the insured period and the expected amount of the 

payment. Higher likelihood events = more frequent pay-outs. More 

expensive events = larger pay-outs.  Both scenarios are likely to result 

in higher premiums to farmers.  Therefore, the decision to purchase 

insurance and the amount of coverage you purchase should be based 

on the cost of the premium and the value of the coverage offered to 

your business, should you have a loss. 

Buying a crop insurance policy is a risk management tool 

available to help farmers meet their financial obligations in the event of 

a crop loss or a significant drop in revenue.  Crop insurance payouts 

can be used to pay back operating loans, cover business expenses and 

family living expenses. Most crop insurance policies are subsidized by 

the federal government. Beginning farmers may have even higher 

subsidies available. For 2011-2015, New York farmers received $2.93 

in insurance payouts for every $1.00 they paid in premiums. Although 

in some years producers do pay more in premiums than they collect, 

those payments, if affordable, can help a grower ensure that they can 

stay in business during a bad year.  

An important aspect of buying insurance is understanding 

exactly what is covered, what is not covered, how the value of the crop 

is established and how losses need to be documented.  Knowing this 

information can help you determine whether or not the specific 

coverage will make sense for your business.  For example, it may make 

sense to insure crops with very high input costs, like apples, where 

crop losses before harvest can result in a significant financial burden to 

a farm. 

The USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) provides a variety of 

single-crop policies, although availability varies by county.  The RMA 

has expanded crop insurance options in the past few years, improving 

options for growers in New York, especially small and diverse farm 

operations, organic producers, and beginning farmers. If you would like 

to request insurance on a crop that is not insurable in your county but 

is insurable in other counties, you may complete and submit a Request 

for Actuarial Change through a crop insurance agent.  It can also be  
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used to modify the existing terms and conditions in the crop insurance 

policy when specifically permitted by the policy. Please see the fact 

sheet on Requesting Insurance Not Available in Your County (link 

below). These written agreements require individual approval by RMA.   

Whole Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) is available to all New 

York farmers and allows farmers to insure all of their crops, livestock, 

and nursery and greenhouse crops for a revenue loss with a single policy 

rather than many individual crop/livestock policies. For many diversified 

farmers, individual insurance policies may not be available for the 

commodities they grow, while almost all commodities are eligible to be 

covered under the WFRP policy. Further, in order to achieve a 

comprehensive coverage for their farms, farmers have to purchase 

many separate policies, which may not be practical or make financial 

sense. Moreover, for diversified farms using 50-75% coverage levels, 

premium subsidies can go as high as 80%. 

 If you grow a crop that is not eligible for insurance, another 

option is the USDA-FSA Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 

(NAP), which provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable 

crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due 

to natural disasters.   

 Producers should consider how a policy will work, in conjunction 

with their other risk management strategies, to insure the best possible 

outcome each crop year. Federal crop insurance is sold through a 

network of private insurance agencies. Also, most crops insurance 

programs have very specific annual enrollment periods.  It is critical to 

keep on top of deadlines if you are planning to insure your crops. 

Resources: 

Crop Insurance Information and Quote Estimator:  

http://ag-analytics.org/cropinsurance 

Find a Crop Insurance Agent http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html 

Factsheet on Requesting Insurance Not Available in Your County  

http://www.rma.usda.gov/pubs/rme/requestinginsurance.pdf 

NAP-Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program -  

https://tinyurl.com/zdezvpx  

Farm For Sale:  11236 Rt 13, Camden, NY  
4 bedroom home In excellent condition with updates.  

Gleaming restored hardwoods, built-ins, glass doorknobs, spacious rooms and 
more! Beautiful craftsmanship, tons of closet space,  

NEW windows- newer roof & septic, Outdoor wood boiler, appliances  
& more! Over 20 acres to farm (fields seeded for Hay)  
Back of property on Snowmobile trails! Majestic 2 level  
5208 Sq ft Barn rehab'd & painted- (15 min to Rt 81) 

Contact Kellie Jo Maher at Coldwell Banker Prime Properties  
(315) 427-0307 or kelliejo.maher@coldwellbankerprime.com. 

http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
http://www.rma.usda.gov/pubs/rme/requestinginsurance.pdf
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Dairy Reminders  
by Marylynn Collins 

Preliminary Report – Dairy Farm Business Summary and 

Analysis Program for farms from 2015 to 2016 have been 

released. New York farmers use the Dairy Farm Business Summary 

and Analysis Program to analyze their financial performance. This 

program, which is supported by Cornell University, Cornell 

Cooperative Extension, and PRO-DAIRY, improves management by 

providing data to compare how a farm has changed from one year to 

the next, how this compares to goals, and how this compares to the 

industry.  

Highlights from this first preliminary report: 

 Milk shipped per farm increased by 9.2%. This was a combination 

of an increase of 5.1 in average herd size and an increase of 4.1% in 

milk sold per cow. 

 Labor efficiency increased 6%. 

 Net milk price fell $1.29. 

 Total cost of producing cwt. of milk fell $1.49. 

 Total cost of producing cwt. of milk in 2016 ranges from $16.82 to 

$22.49. 

 Net farm income per cow was unchanged from 2015, averaging 

$208 per cow. 

 Labor and management income per operator remained negative, 

averaging $-72,655 per owner operator. 

 Debt per cow increased 4.8% to $3,936 per cow. 
Contact your local Cornell Cooperative Extension office to explore 

what resources are available to analyze your farm's business 

performance.  

D.A.P. Business Planning Funds Available 

The Dairy Acceleration Program is still active and funds are still 

available.  Is your farm in need of assistance with business planning?  

The DAP program could be a good fit for those seeking planning 

advice, the funds do not cover implementation of awarded projects.  

The program is designed to serve farms with a herd size of 300 

mature cows or less.  In addition to business planning, DAP funds can 

help your farm to establish or update a CNMP plan as well as provide 

planning for best management practices described under a CNMP 

plan.  Please call CCE Oneida for more information on this funding 

opportunity. 



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Just a reminder, Farm Flash can be viewed in color on our website: 

www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

CSNT Corn stalk nitrate test results were summarized by Quirine Ketterings 

for the period of 2010 -2016 the results are in the table below 

 Notice immediately that weather has an impact on nitrate 

levels in corn stalks that makes sense: during dry years growth is 

limited and there is a greater concentration of nutrients like nitrate. 

Additional factors that play a role include: crop history, manure 

history, soil type, N fertilizer rate and timing. 

 Even though a number of tests have been conducted the low, 

marginal and optimal levels are treated as good guidelines  to work 

towards. If  most of your fields tested between 1000- 2000 ppm and 

you had some fields that were between 2000 and 2300ppm I would 

say you are doing well. If however you had more fields falling in the 

500ppm and below or 2500ppm and above levels then you can adjust 

N management and see some economic responses. 

 Unfortunately, you need to take samples for a few years in a 

few fields  to get the best information from corn stalk testing. 

  

Local corn and soybean yields 2016   

Each year I am invited to supervise harvest at a number of farms in 

our area as part of a state and sometimes national contest. I cant 

make every location but I wanted to report on the yields that were 

measured in our area. The area harvested for corn grain is 1.5 acres 

and  the area harvested for soybeans is 2 acres. The results are listed 

in the tables on the next page. 
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 These are contest fields and a limited acreage is harvested 

for the contest. It shows the upper end of the yields that local pro-

ducers like yourself are achieving in our area. The growers that en-

tered the contest try to employ best management practices in all of 

the fields that they crop. They take soil samples and apply fertilizer 

at or near recommended rates. They select good hybrids matched to 

the soils and season length of each field. They invest time and mon-

ey  in their planters with the objective of placing the seed at a con-

sistent depth and spacing, at specific populations into a firm seed 

bed with good soil seed contact to optimize germination.  They plant 

early and apply timely applications of herbicides selected to control 

the weed compliment they will find in their fields making some ad-

justments in select fields that have a unique weed problem.  

 Most of these growers like participating in the contest to see 

if they can beat their previous yields but know that net profitability is 

the ultimate goal.  

Controlling bird damage on silage bags  A few farmers are 

reporting that crows are damaging silage bags and left untreated can 

result in massive losses from molding feed near punctures in the 

bag. Some methods employed by local farmers to control this 

problem include: 

 Painting (with a paint appropriate for plastic) squiggly lines on the 

top of the bags from end to end along with squiggly lines painted 

on the sides about 14” off the ground the length of the bag. 

(some success) 

 Running a chord or wire above the bag for the length of the bag. 

Some farmers have used a tire with rim as a base laid on top of 

the silage bag with a pole affixed to it and strung a wire or chord 

to a tire and pole at the opposite end of the bag. (most 

successful) 

 Others have tried propane cannons (noise makers) with limited 

success. 

 Plastic nets specifically to prevent bird damage on silo bags  are 

available from commercial companies and are very effective but 

expensive.  

http://www.sinonetting.com/product/Silage_Bags_1.html 

http://www.afsbagman.com/bag-armourreg.html 

Impact of manure application and manure injection on older 

alfalfa or grass hay stands Quirine Ketterings and staff did  a study 

in 2014 and 2015 to determine if manure applications had a beneficial 

effect on yield of older alfalfa or grass hay stands and to determine if 

injection of manure had any negative impact on plants in grass or old 

alfalfa stands. The table on the next page summarizes the positive 

impact of manure on forage yield in both grass and old alfalfa field. 

http://www.sinonetting.com/product/Silage_Bags_1.html
http://www.afsbagman.com/bag-armourreg.html
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Figure A:  A shallow disk 
injector designed for small 
scale research used in 2014 
 

Figure B:  A shallow disk  
injector designed for large 
scale operation used in 2015 



Table 2 shows that injection using the shallow disk injector did not 

have a negative impact on the grass or older alfalfa stand but also did 

not increase yield significantly when compared to broadcast application 

of manure.  

Though more research is needed ( more locations and years)  before 

any broad conclusions may be drawn we saw under the conditions of 

this trial that grasses and old alfalfa fields benefit from manure appli-

cation and that although injection didn’t hurt the stands that it also 

didn’t improve the yield response. 
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(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 

Farmers, do you need help?   
Need to take a sick day?   

Would you like to take a  vacation 
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Farmsitters Chore Services  
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www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
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Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
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Call Andy Mower Owner/
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PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 

Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
841-8411 or 841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
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Corn Drying 

Contact Information for Local 
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Agriculture 
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Oneida County Soil & Water  

736-3334 
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800-735-3276 
gary.niedzielski@farm-family.com 

Representing Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company,  
United Farm Family Insurance Company, and  
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Farming. 
It’s more than just work; it’s a way of life. 

At NBT-Mang Insurance Agency, we understand that 
because it’s important to us too. 

 
We’re grateful to our farmers and want to help 

you build solid loss control and safety programs 
to help you stay on top of your challenges 

 
Contact me today to learn more. 

Sean Croft 
Account Executive 
607-231-6134 
Sean.croft@nbtmang.com 
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