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provides equal program and employment 

opportunities” 

 
 

 
 

Projects and functions carried out by 
Master Gardeners are based on the 
educational priorities of individual 
counties, differing from county to  
county. Some of the ways in which 
Master Gardeners have been involved 
in New York State are: 
 
 Answering horticultural inquiries on  

the phone 
 Writing articles about gardening 
 Setting up demonstration projects 

in public places 
 School gardens 
 Community improvement projects 
 Historic garden restoration  
 Horticultural therapy 
 Organizing plant sales 
 Organizing public events 
 County fair informational booths 
 Providing advice at garden centers 
 Increasing awareness of 

integrated pest management, 
water quality conservation, and 
other environmental issues  

 A basic interest and 
knowledge about 
landscape and food 
gardening 

 Enthusiasm for acquiring 
and sharing horticultural 
knowledge and skills 

 Interest in teaching others 

 Ability to communicate — 
written and verbally 

 Understanding of Cornell           
Cooperative Extension's              
educational mission 

 Flexible time schedule to 
allow participation in the 
program 

 Willingness to volunteer 
time on horticultural 
projects and functions to 
help meet the goals of 
Yates County’s Cornell 
Cooperative Extension 
Program  

Yard N’ Garden Day  2016 Holiday Greens Workshop  



The Yates County Master 
Gardeners  support other 
community members in many ways. 
Here are some of them: 
 
 Answer gardening, lawn, shrub, 

and tree question phoned into 
the  Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. 

 
 Identify disease and causes of 

damage to plants, and providing 
suggestions for control. 

 
 Test for soil pH on samples 

brought into the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension office. 

 
 Maintain current gardening 

information files. 
 
 Sponsor the annual Yard N’ 

Garden Day.  
 
 Support the Penn Yan 

Community  
      Garden. 
 
 Work with youth to build an 

understanding of gardening, 
wildlife, and the environment. 

 
 Provide advice and guidance for  
      development and maintenance 

of public and community 
gardens. 

For More 
Information... 

 
If you are interested in 
becoming a Yates County 
Master Gardener, please  fill 
out the information requested 
below and mail to: 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 

of 
Yates County 

417 Liberty Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 
Or 

 
Telephone:  315-536-5123 

 
Name:_____________________ 
 
Address:___________________
__________________________ 
 
Telephone:_________________ 
 
Email:_____________________ 

 The Master Gardener Program is a 
national program of trained 
volunteers who work in partnership 
with their county Cooperative 
Extension Office to share 
information throughout the 
community. 
                                                            
Master Gardeners are neighbors 
teaching neighbors about 
landscapes, vegetables, fruits, 
herbs, houseplants, beneficial and 
harmful insects, plant diseases, 
integrated pest management, wildlife 
management, soils, birds, 
composting, water conservation, and 
much much more.                        
                                                              
Master Gardeners are considered 
researchers rather than experts.  
They participate in 40 hours of 
training provided by experienced 
staff from the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension to gain a basic 
understanding of horticulture and 
available horticulture information 
and online resources. Course topics 
include plant nutrition, soils,  
vegetable,  fruit culture, trees, 
shrubs, lawns, diseases and insects 
that affect plants, pruning and more. 
                                                              
Cornell Cooperative Extension then 
provides ongoing instruction and 
special seminars, so that Master 
Gardeners stay current on 
gardening information and methods.  

 


