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During the summer vacation the Home School Liaisons do home visiting. The visits are for Indian River Central 
School District students from grades K-3. The purpose of the visits is to keep students and families engaged 
with 4-H activities and science experiments. Results from the Outside Evaluator are showing that in previous 
years the students gained self-confidence and wanted to keep studying and reading during the summer. 
Additionally, the students improved academically the following year. 
 
This summer the Home School Liaisons are organizing outdoor activities where 
the whole family can be involved. Some of the ideas for the summer are visiting 
the New York State Zoo at Thompson Park in Watertown, a geocaching trip to 
Remington Park, walking on the nature trail at Indian River School, and healthy 
living and cooking activities. 
 
Most of the families are military and sometimes they do not know what to do or 
where to go. The families can be new to the area and haven’t met too many 
people. The summer program helps with this by making connections with other 
families in a fun and educational way. 
 
The Home School Liaisons also bring 4-H curriculum into the summer school for the Indian River Central 
School District. This is a great opportunity to align what the students are learning with hands-on experiential 
learning activities.   

continued... 

 

 

Wiley Bridges Afterschool Program 
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The early spring program at Wiley has featured 4 main clubs: 
Roots of Cooking, Brain Games, Full STEAM Ahead and Ag in the 
Classroom. For this article we’d like to feature the activities of the 
Ag in the Classroom club. 
 
The objectives for this club were to learn about common 
agriculture practices, and demonstrate skills used for care of live 
animals. The students in this program were given the opportunity 
to incubate and care for live chickens and observe the growth 
process. The chicken eggs were donated by a family of one of the 
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program participants. The students were instructed on how to candle the eggs (observe through the shell 
while shining a light through the egg) every few days to watch the development. When the chickens hatched 
the students were instructed how to properly feed and water the chicks and learned how to handle the 
chicks in a safe manner. The students also had the opportunity to care for a bunny and learn the proper 
techniques for grooming animals. Additional club lessons included dairy science, animal science and crop 
production.  
 
For additional resources on incubating and raising chickens, check out www.backyardchickens.com.  

 

http://www.backyardchickens.com

