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It seems that this year we, The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County, are informing 

the public about a lot of potentially dangerous and damaging plants and animals.  Plants such as 

Giant Hogweed, which cause a severe skin reaction when touched, to the looming threat of 

EAB (Emerald Ash Borer), which will in time cause the death of millions of trees in New York 

state. 

 

Let’s add one more warning to the list, the white Tussock Moth caterpillar.  

 

These small caterpillars with tufts of white hair seem to be a lot more prevalent this year.  The 

adult lays its eggs on the underside of leaves, on plants including: nut trees, ash, oak, willow, 

apple, elm, raspberry, corn, vegetables and various shrubs.  It’s no coincidence that these plants 

also happen to be a perfect food source for the emerging caterpillars.  Being voracious eaters 

the caterpillars may defoliate an entire tree; usually this does not cause much long term damage. 

 

 The danger of the Tussock Moth Caterpillar lies in the tufts of 

hair, some of which are connected to poison glands which excrete 

venom on contact.  Touching these can cause mild to serious re-

actions.  If contact occurs, wash the area with soap and water. Ap-

plying calamine lotion or an ice pack can help alleviate most mi-

nor symptoms fairly quickly.  People who experience more severe 

reactions should seek medical advice as soon as possible.  

 

Control methods: Depending upon the severity of your infestation 

you may find that you can just let nature take its course. If you 

have environmental concerns or are concerned about using pesti-

cides around your pets or family, try picking them off infected 

plants (be sure you are wearing gloves).  Alert everyone in your 

family not to handle these creatures!  Over the counter pesticide sprays can be purchased but be 

sure to read and follow the directions on the label. 
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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