
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 

COOPERATIVE 

EXTENSION OF 

ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 

NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

Snow Mold on Turfgrass 

Introduction 
Winter diseases of turfgrasses are often associated with melting snow or cold, wet periods. Bluegrasses (Poa sp.), 

fescues (Festuca sp.), and ryegrasses (Lolium sp.) may be attacked, but bentgrasses (Agrostis sp.) are most sus-

ceptible. Two diseases, Gray Snow Mold (Typhula blight) and Pink Snow Mold, are common in New York and 

may occur singly or side-by-side. Since different fungicides may be used to control each of these diseases, it is 

necessary to distinguish between them. 

 

Symptoms 
Gray snow mold (Typhula blight) is caused by Typhula incarnata and related species. It is a true snow mold and 

appears as roughly circular bleached patches up to 60 cm in diameter (Figure 1). Soon after the snow melts, the 

infected grass may be matted and surrounded by a white to gray halo of fluffy fun-

gal growth. Examination of the diseased plants reveals tiny tan or brown pea-like 

structures (sclerotia) on or imbedded in infected leaves. The severity of the dis-

ease will vary. It is particularly severe when turf has been subjected to a pro-

longed, deep, compacted snow cover. Although the disease is unsightly, it rarely 

kills the grass.  

 

 

 

 

Disease Cycle  

The disease cycle for this fungus is nearly opposite that of most others. This fungus produces sclerotia (resting 

structures) to help it survive the summer months. In late fall when conditions are favorable, these sclerotia may 

produce mycelium or basidiocarps (Figure 2) that produce spores. Mycelium from 

the spores or sclerotia grow out and infect new plants under cover of deep snow 

during the winter. Where gray snow mold has occurred once, it is likely to recur if 

left unmanaged.  

 

Control Strategies 
Development of gray snow molds can be reduced via cultural methods. Avoid late 

fall applications of fertilizer that would stimulate succulent growth. Such growth 

is very susceptible to infection. Also, continue to mow turf as long as it continues 

to grow in the fall; and avoid compacting snow over the lawn. Where snow molds 

have caused damage, rake the matted grass in order to encourage new spring growth. If re-seeding areas where 

these diseases have been a problem, use disease resistant turfgrass varieties. 

 

If snow molds have been severe or widespread in past years, or if susceptible varieties or species are being grown, 

a preventative fungicide program may be used. Fungicide applications should be made in late autumn just before 

permanent snow cover is expected and, if possible, during a mid-winter thaw. Homeowners may use Heritage or 

some fungicides containing the active ingredients triadimefon or quintozene. Apply according to label directions. 

Additional products may be available for use by commercial applicators. Commercial applicators should refer to 

the appropriate pest management guidelines for more information or contact their local Cooperative Extension  

Figure 1: Infected spots on turf. 

Figure 2: Clavual of sporocarps in close
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Office for more information on currently registered products. Where multiple applications are required, alternate 

the use of 2 or 3 recommended fungicides, but note that use of an Azoxystrobin fungicide (Heritage) may in-

crease the severity of Dollar Spot. In all cases, read and follow pesticide label directions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 

 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned may 

no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be 

registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or regis-

tration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your 

regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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Source:  http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/FactSheets/graysnowmold/typhula.htm 

 


