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BEETLE PESTS OF ORNAMENTALS 
 

There are many types of beetles known to the entomologist. In our area generally only a few are harmful to orna-

mental plants. Some of the more troublesome include: Rose chafer, Japanese beetle, and Oriental beetle. 

 

Rose Chafer 

This insect is often referred to as the rose bug, but it is actually a beetle. The adult is a tan-

yellow color, about one-half inch long, and has long spiny legs. The adults especially like to 

feed on roses, peonies and grapes, but will also feed on many other plants - apple, blackberry, 

cabbage, corn, geraniums, peach, Virginia creeper and wisteria.  

 

The beetles appear in large numbers in late May and early June. They first feed on flowers and 

then go to newly set fruit. There is only one generation per year, adults lasting three to four 

weeks. The eggs are laid in sandy soil and the larvae or grubs hatch in one to two weeks. The 

larvae feed on grass and seedling tree roots.  

 

Hand picking will give temporary control. Any hand picked insects should be killed. The insecticides carbaryl 

(Sevin) or methoxychlor or rotenone may be used to control the rose chafer. Spraying should begin when the first 

chafers are seen. As many as four sprays at weekly intervals may be necessary to control the pest. However, let 

the effectiveness of your first spray be your guide.  

 

Japanese Beetle 
The Japanese beetle is about 1/2 inch long with the head and thorax a shiny metallic green 

and the wing covers a coppery brown. The larvae, or grubs, are also about one-half inch long, 

grayish white in color with three pairs of legs on the forepart of the body. The grub lies 

curled in a letter "C" position. The adult beetles feed on leaves, flowers or fruits of many 

kinds of plants including many ornamentals. The host species includes over 250 different 

plants. They eat the tissue between the veins of the leaves leaving only a skeleton of the leaf. 

The beetles are somewhat social and prefer to feed in groups. The grub is a serious pest of 

turf, feeding on the grass roots. Injury usually shows up in May or June in sunny lawn areas 

as a thinning of grass. The grass may be partly or completely killed and the turf so loosened 

that it can be rolled up like a rug. The young grubs also feed in September and October.  

 

Adult beetles deposit eggs during July and August. Eggs hatch in about 12 days into small grayish-white grubs 

which begin feeding immediately on the grass roots. The adult beetles emerge the following July and August at 

which time they feed on the foliage. After about 5 weeks of feeding, the adult beetles mate and the females return 

to the soil to lay eggs for the next generation.  

 

Hand picking will provide some relief on small plantings. During July and August the beetles are effectively con-

trolled with insecticide sprays also. Either the insecticide acephate, carbaryl (Sevin), methoxychlor, rotenone or 

rotenone plus pyrethrins may be used. Follow manufacturers' directions for application to edible crops and for 

intervals between applications.  

 



Beetle Pests of Ornamentals—Page 2 

 

The larvae or grubs may be controlled with either the insecticide carbaryl, chlorpyrifos, isofenphos or trichlorfon. 

Treat annduring August. Apply 1/2 to 1 inch of water immediately. Granulars are generally more effective than 

emulsifiable concentrates.  

 

For Japanese Beetle Grubs Only 

 

Milky spore disease may be used to help control them. Milky spore is fatal to the grubs, but 

it may take several years for significant control. Spread of milky spore depends on moist 

warm soil, 70 degrees F. plus is required for sufficient disease development to be of value. 

For this reason, milky disease may not be effective in areas where soils seldom reach 70 

degrees F. Treatments are most effective when used on a large scale (regional area). Do not 

use milky spore disease on areas treated with insecticides. Milky spore disease needs to be 

applied only once to a lawn area but grubs must be present to maintain and spread the dis-

ease.  

 

Oriental Beetle 
The Oriental beetle is a close relative of the Japanese beetle and the Asiatic garden beetle. It 

is often called the Asiatic beetle mistakenly because its life cycle and habits are similar.  

 

Adults are straw-colored beetles, about 1/2 inch in length, with dark markings. The adult 

beetle emerge from the soil throughout July and August when they may cause damage by 

feeding on grasses, ageratum, iris, hollyhock, phlox, rose, beans, rhubarb and strawberries 

plus many others.  

 

Eggs are laid throughout July and August in the first few inches of soil, usually in grassy areas. The young larvae 

or grubs hatch in about 20 days and begin feeding on grass roots.  

 

There are no pesticides registered for use on this insect.  

 

Companion Planting 

The idea that ceratin plants grown with other plants will discourage insects and other pests, is one alternative to 

pesticides you may wish to consider. The practice is said to be more effective in a vegetable garden, but also can 

be a help in the flower garden. Using plants in companion plantings does not guarantee control, it simply puts 

plants the insects and other pests do not like, near the preferred ones. These plants may have an odor or taste that 

is objectionable to pest and may discourage its feeding on the preferred plant. Geraniums and parsley planted next 

to roses are said to discourage many beetle pests. You may wish to add chives to discourage aphids.  

 

You should be aware, however, the substantiating data from government experiment stations and colleges of agri-

culture concerning the reliability and effectiveness of the companion planting idea is generally lacking. 

 

This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 

materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 

sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 

State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
 
Source:  http://www.growit.com/bin/Problems.exe?MyType=91 
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