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Garden weeds and lawn weeds are often the same variety as the areas are usually close to each 

other.  And spreading is what weeds do best!  Though the “weeds” are often the same ones, the 

manner of eliminating them is quite different.  As with most unwanted circumstances,  

prevention is the first line of defense. 

 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is using the least damaging control to achieve the desired 

result.  

 

To prevent weeds in the lawn, a dense, vigorous growth of grass is the best defense.  

 Prevent weed germination by shading out weeds by growing and maintaining a healthy and 

thick lawn of a grass variety for your area and conditions.   Mow 3” or higher than recom-

mended for the species grown.  

 Reduce compaction by reseeding, watering, etc. in heavily used areas or at the edges of 

pavements where weeds gain easy footholds. 

 Repair bare spots by reseeding in early spring. 

 Fertilize, if the lawn is thin, to enrich soil and thicken grass. Get a soil test to determine nu-

tritional needs and then add the right combination of minerals. 

 Hand weed (easiest in moist soil) to remove individual plants by their roots. 

 

Identification of the offending weed is necessary for proper treatment as many herbicides are 

available. 

 

When weeds infest a large area and are too numerous to manage as above, an overall treatment 

with a selective (kill the weed, leave the grass) chemical may be necessary. Word of caution: 

Non-selective herbicides are also available, and they kill all vegetation.  

 

Pre-emergent herbicides are usually used for the elimination of annual grassy weeds (crabgrass, 

goosegrass) when the soil temperature is between 59 F and 65 F.  These herbicides prevent all 

seed germination including grass seed for 2 to 6 months.    
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Post-emergent herbicides are commonly used for perennial broadleaf weeds (chickweed, dande-

lions) and are commonly applied in the late summer to early fall.  At that time the perennials are 

actively storing food produced in their leaves in their roots.  The herbicide is also transported to 

the root and is more successful in eliminating the total plant. 

Read all labels carefully and protect yourself and the environment from unnecessary exposure! 
 

See www.gardening.cornell.edu/lawn/lawncare/weeds/html for additional information. 

 

To prevent weeds in the garden, the Integrated Pest Management method would encourage 

hand-pulling and shallow (2” maximum depth) hoeing.  As always, a good defense is to begin 

with a weed free area and mulch and plant to prevent weed growth. 

 Start with tidy garden beds, prevent new arrivals, and when weeds happen, DIG IN! 

 Block weeds with plants and mulch!  The leaves of living plants – especially those with 

wide canopies – prevent light from reaching the soil and discourage weed growth.  Like-

wise, mulch also prevents light from reaching weed seedlings. 

 Organic mulch such as shredded bark, straw, leaves, or wood chips spread in a four-inch 

layer prevents many weeds from sprouting.  Sheets of newspaper laid down before mulch 

adds to the effectiveness of the mulch.  Place the plants into holes dug right through the pa-

per. 

 Plastic or black landscape fabric can be laid around established shrubs or plants or placed on 

newly prepared beds.  As with newspaper, cut holes in the cloth for plant placement.  When 

covered with mulch, however, it is difficult to install or remove and can be expensive.  

When covered with organic mulch, the decomposing mulch is separated from the soil or-

ganisms.  All in all, it is quite a chore. 

 

Valuable plants can be harmed or killed if they come into contact with nonselective herbicides.  

Water and wind carry herbicides reducing effectiveness and polluting the environment.  Avoid 

applying herbicides on windy days and before rain.  Reduce your risk of exposure by wearing 

protective equipment as indicated on the product label.   
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representa-

tive thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application 

of the information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of 

the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for 

the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied 

endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions.  
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