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MUSHROOMS, PUFFBALLS, AND FAIRY RINGS 
At some time or another, most lawns are troubled with mushrooms or puffballs.  They vary in shape, size and 

growth habits.  Sometimes they become unsightly on a well-kept lawn. 

 

SYMPTOMS 
Mushrooms may be found growing in clumps or individually in a lawn.  Often times they grow from buried or-

ganic matter in the soil such as logs, roots, tree stumps, or construction lumber.  A typical mushroom has an um-

brella shape with the stem growing out of the soil and the cap on top of it. 

 

Puffballs resemble balls or giant pears growing in a lawn.  Most of them are white when young but later take on a 

dark appearance turning brown to black in color. 

 

Fairy rings are more or less circular, narrow rings of greener grass.  The rings vary in size from a few inches in 

diameter to many feet.  Sometimes there will be many mushrooms appearing in the area of dead grass. 

 

CAUSAL ORGANISMS 

Mushrooms, puffballs, and fairy rings are caused by fungi living on organic matter in the soil.  Up to fifty differ-

ent species of mushrooms are found growing in lawns.  Some of these that may be from fairy rings are: Marasmi-

us oreades, Agaricus compestris, and Lepiota morgani.  The fungi that form puffballs are Lycoperdon spp., Scle-

roderma spp., Calvatia spp., and Bovista spp. 

 

In most cases the fungus will produce a heavy, felt-like mat of dirty-white mold growth (Mycelium), which may 

penetrate the turf and soil to a depth of eight inches or more.  In most cases, however, this growth is in the upper 

3-4 inches.  In the case of fairy ring, the fungus filaments become so dense that the soil cannot be wetted and the 

grass dies from a lack of moisture or a toxic substance is released that prevents the growth of the grass.  The ring 

may spread at the rate of a few inches to two feet or more per year. 

 

CONTROL 
1. Individual mushrooms or puffballs may be removed temporarily by breaking them off or mowing.  They will 

come back until the food source that they are feeding on is consumed.  In such cases, the organic food source 

should be removed from the soil if possible. 

 

2. If mushrooms appear repeatedly in the same area and the grass begins to die, the symptoms are easily masked 

or disguised by pumping large quantities of water—12 to 24 inches—deep into the soil, at one foot intervals, 

just inside the ring of dead grass.  Use a tree-feeding lance or root feeder attachment on your garden hose.  

Treat the rings or the mushroom infested area as soon as the grass wilts and repeat when the grass wilts again.  

This is a cheap and easy method of suppressing the symptoms. 

 

3. The dark green areas of fairy rings are usually fewer and less conspicuous on well-watered and fertilized turf.  

Adequately feed your lawn several times a year with a nitrogen fertilizer but avoid excessive application.  Fer-

tilizer will mask the rings. 

(continued on page 2) 

 



4. For fairy rings follow the procedure in No. 2 on the previous page, but treat the area several inches on 

either side of the affected area. 

 

5. Complete control may be obtained only by carefully 

 —stripping off the sod and fumigating the soil or 

 —digging out the infested soil in the ring (12 inches or more deep and 3 feet wide with at least one  

 foot beyond the outermost evidence of the infection) and replacing it with fresh, clean soil. 

 

 Both methods are laborious and expensive because resodding and reseeding are required and may not 

 always be successful.  This work should be done by experienced lawnsmen. 

 

 

 

 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials men-

tioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New 

York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning 

the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Coopera-

tive Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes 

any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us 

or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling 

instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information 

should be interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With re-

spect to any information on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management infor-

mation. The information we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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