
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 
COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION OF 
ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 
NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

Meadow Spittlebug  
Philaenus spumarius 
 
 
Description 
The adults are heavy-bodied, wedge-shaped insects 
about a quarter of an inch long. They are usually a 
mottled brown and cream, but vary from cream to al-
most black. They jump readily, making an audible 
thump. The eggs are small, yellow-to-white, elongate 
capsules laid in rows in a matrix under the leaf 
sheaths of grain stubble and in similar places. The 
young (nymphs) are yellow to orange. The nymphs 
cause the damage. They are found behind leaf 
sheaths, in folded leaves, or on the leaves and stems 
in masses of froth or spittle during late April, May, and 
early June. Both the nymphs and the adults may be 
found on a wide variety of weeds and plants, but they 

concentrate chiefly in alfalfa and clover  
Life Cycle 
There is one generation each year. The insect overwin-
ters in the egg stage. The eggs hatch in early to mid-
April in central Illinois, and the last two weeks in April 
in northern Illinois. After the tiny nymphs hatch, they 
immediately start to suck sap from the plant and form 
the froth in which they live. At first, they are found in 
the crowns and the folded leaves of the plants; later, in 
large masses of froth anywhere on the plant. From one 
to several nymphs may be found in a mass of froth. 
The nymphs mature in June. The adults feed on a vari-
ety of plants until late August, when they congregate 
in clover and alfalfa fields to lay their eggs. Egg-laying 

continues through September. 
 
Damage 
When abundant, spittlebugs stunt plant growth by sucking the sap. They may cause losses in yield varying 
from slight to 25 percent or more. An average of 1 nymph per stem can de-
crease the yield of dry hay by 300 or more pounds per acre. To determine 
the need for treatment, count the spittlebugs on 50 to 100 stems selected 
throughout the field. 
                                                             
Control 
Chemical control is usually not profitable if the number of spittlebug nymphs 
averages fewer than I per stem. When the average 
is 1 or more nymphs per stem, control will be profit-

Figure 1. Meadow Spittlebug Nymph  

Figure 2. Meadow Spittlebug 

       Figure 3. Meadow Spittlebug on Mass of Froth 



able if you need the hay. 
 
 
 
 
 
Information in this fact sheet was obtained from 
 
http://www.ipm.uiuc.edu/fieldcrops/insects/meadow_spittlebug/ 
 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides dis-
tributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional 
DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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