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Late Blight Found 

on Tomato in  

 Oneida County!!!! 
This is a highly contagious airborne 

 Plant disease that can quickly spread to other 

gardens and Fields!  

If you suspect your plants are infected  

DO NOT 
bring contaminated material to local 

 garden centers for identification.  

 

View our Tomato Late Blight Factsheet at 

http://goo.gl/yZgwwE  
 

  

DISEASE DESCRIPTION: This caused 

the Irish potato famine and can knock down a crop 

within a week.  Classic symptoms are large (at least 

nickel sized) olive green to brown spots on leaves.  

When conditions have been humid (early morning or 

after rain) fuzzy white fungal growth may appear on 

the underside of leaf. Sometimes the lesion border is 

yellow or has a water-soaked appearance.  Leaf lesions 

begin as tiny, irregularly shaped brown spots.  Brown 

to blackish lesions also develop on upper stems.  Firm, 

brown spots develop on tomato fruit.  

TREATMENT: There is no treatment 

once the plant is infected. To prevent the 

spread of this disease double bag infected 

plants and place in the trash.   

Do not compost!!!!!!!!!! 

PREVENTION: If your plants have not 

been infected apply fungicides containing  

CHLOROTHALONIL follow the 

manufactures instructions. 



 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Date:  7/10/13 

CONTACT:  Lynette S Kay 

RE:  Late Blight Found in Oneida County 

 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Late Blight Found on Tomato in Oneida County  

  

Late blight is a highly contagious air borne disease that caused the Great Potato Famine in the 1800’s 

and wiped out much of 2009’s tomato crop.  The cool, damp weather that we had that year, provided 

the perfect environment for the disease to take hold and spread quickly. Our weather has not been 

much better this year so it is no surprise that late blight has been found in Oneida County.  Late blight 

does not survive in the soil.  It can however, overwinter on diseased potatoes that may have been left in 

the ground or fresh spores can stick to clothing, hands, or tools.   

  

Large quarter size spots may appear on the leaves or the stems of both tomato and potato.  Infected 

plants may look fine one day and be dead three days later.  Once the disease takes hold there is no cure.  

Below is a partial list of some fungicides that contain the chemical CHLOROTHALONIL. Follow the 

manufacturer’s suggestions for rates and frequency. Unfortunately organic products containing copper 

have not proven to be highly effective against Late Blight. 
 

Bonide Fung-onil Multi-purpose Fungicide: EPA Reg # 4-410, 

Bonide Fung-onil Multi-purpose Fungicide Concentrate: EPA Reg # 60063-9-4, 

Fruit Tree, Vegetable & Ornamental Fungicide: EPA Reg # 60063-9-54705, 

Garden Disease Control Concentrate - Ortho Group: EPA Reg # 239-2522, 

Gardentech Daconil Fungicide Concentrate:EPA Reg # 67572-82-71004, or 

Gardentech Daconil Fungicide RTU: EPA Reg # 67572-2-71004 
   

If you do have Late Blight immediate attention is required.  To prevent the spread of the disease all 

parts of the plant, including fruit should be bagged and sent to the landfill.  Do not compost and do not 

burn.  That would release the spores into the air causing greater contamination (spores can travel 

several miles via the wind). 

  

If you suspect Late Blight do not take infected plant parts to local nurseries as this may contaminate 

their crops.  Instead visit this website:  www.usablight  and view the video.  If you still believe you 

have late blight, create an account and the then report your occurrence.  Once you have submitted your 

on line photos you will receive a submission number which should be placed on a live sample and sent 

to Bill Fry, Cornell University 334 Plant Science Bldg Ithaca, NY 14853 E-mail: wef1@cornell.edu 

Office Phone: 607-255-7863 Lab Phone: 607-255-3188   

Some Tomato varieties are reportedly resistant to Late Blight.  These include:  Mountain Magic, Plum 

Regal, Legend and Iron Lady.  

 

Have more tomato blight questions download the Tomato Blight factsheet from our webpage http://

counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneia/ or call us.  The Horticulture Hotline is maintained by the Master 

Gardener Volunteers of Oneida County.  Calls are answered Wednesday and Friday from 9-noon 736-

3394.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usablight
mailto:wef1@cornell.edu
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneia/
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneia/
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Crop Rotation for the Vegetable Garden  
 

To get the best from your vegetable garden, you should practice a crop rotation management system.  This entails 

only growing the same kind of crop in the same position one year in four.  By moving plant groups each year, the 

soil doesn't get depleted of particular nutrients as different types of vegetables use different ones from the soil. 

Nutrient deficiencies cause plant stress which in turn makes a plant more susceptible to disease. 

 

Divide your vegetable garden into four sections.  The next year move the same plant group into the next section 

as shown in the diagram.  That way each group will go back into its original section every fours years 
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Do not plant potatoes where tomatoes, peppers or eggplants were grown the previous year 

This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 

materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distrib-

uted, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-

ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 

New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your region-

al DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
Updated 2009 

Source:  http://www.yankeegardener.com/resource/croprotate.html 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Press Contact:  Lynette S Kay     For Release: 

Phone Number: 315-736-3394 ext. 105    Immediate 

Email:  lsk23@cornell.edu    Aug 28, 2009 

 

An ounce of Prevention is worth a pound of Cure!  

 
Lessons Learned from the Late Tomato/Potato Blight of 2009 

 
The widespread distribution of the Tomato Late Blight in 2009 initially started in a southern greenhouse.  Infected 

tomato plants were unknowingly distributed to major retailers then sold to the public. Our cool wet summer pro-

vided the perfect conditions for this air borne disease to jump from homeowner to homeowner, farm to farm, and 

for the disease to jump from tomato to potato. 

 

While we can not control every pest or disease, there are many lessons to be learned from this years lost tomato 

and potato crops.  First and foremost is the importance of following the lead of the farmers. 

 

Sanitation -remove diseased plants – Early control -Next year’s Late Blight culprit may be this year’s potato 

crop.   Potatoes infected with late blight left in fields or gardens could potentially infect neighboring gardens and 

fields in 2010.  

 

For Late Blight to overwinter it must have living tissue on which to survive.  Any infected un-harvested potatoes 

that sprout next year, may infect our crops again next year.  If you grew potatoes it is very important that you start 

with disease free seed and practice crop rotation.  Plant a low growing crop where you planted potatoes in 2009.  

This will enable you to see then remove any potato plants sprouting from last years crop (don’t wait till you see 

signs of the disease).  Contain air contaminating spores by double bagging suspected infected plants and dispose in 

the trash.  Do not COMPOST! 

 

Practice crop rotation.  Don’t have the space….FIND IT!   You don’t always have to plant tomatoes by the gar-

age.  Grow them in pots one year, plant beans by the garage.    If you keep planting the same thing in the same 

place you not only deplete specific nutrients from the soil you are actually providing the host specific insects and 

diseases ideal living conditions.  Some diseases do survive in the soil, Late Blight does not. 

 Have soil tests done, Find out what nutrients your soil needs.  Some plant ailments are directly related to soil de-

ficiencies.  Healthy plants have a better chance of fighting off diseases or surviving insect attacks than plants that 

are stressed.  (September is the ideal time to have a full nutrient analysis done call us for more information 736-

3394.) 

 

Plant disease resistant varieties.  Hybridizing has created many good tasting disease resistant varieties of vegeta-

bles.    Visit our website where you will find a publication of Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners in New York State. 

Save the environment and yourself some time and money by planting these lower maintenance varieties. 

 



While the Tomato Blight has devastated the tomato/potato crop for many homeowners and farmers we can be 

thankful that it is not going to cause the widespread famine and death of millions that is caused during the mid 

1800’s in the Irish potato fields.  Today we are armed with an arsenal of scientific knowledge and technological 

media that makes valuable information widely available to all. 

 

Have a gardening question?  Our Master Gardener Volunteers are available Wednesday and Fridays from 9AM till 

Noon.  736-3394 or Visit the Home & Garden, Fact Sheet, section of the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida 

Counties website for help on your home gardening needs www.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/ 

Late Blight resistant tomatoes 

 

Mountain Majic:  Flavor, uniformity and disease resistance in a high-sugar Campari-type. Mountain 

Magic produces round to deep round 2 oz. fruit on somewhat compact indeterminate 

plants. Fruits are flavorful, highly crack resistant and uniformly red inside and out, 

with a long shelf life. Resistant to Verticillium Wilt 1 and 2, and Fusarium Wilt 1 and 

2, Mountain Magic also is moderately resistant to early blight, and highly resistant 

to late blight. Flavor stands up in taste comparisons with heirloom varieties. Get 

Heirloom quality with a modern disease package and yield. Good for either organic 

or conventional production. 

cross between a medium and berry tomato  bejo seed, limited quantity available : ie for trials: Jan-sales rep 805-

689-1783 

 

Plum regal 

Later-maturing hybrid freshmarket plum tomato offers a broad range of disease 

resistance, high yields of large fruit, and bright red exterior and interior. Resistant 

to Verticillium Wilt, Fusarium wilt 1 and 2, TSWV and late blight, with a moderate 

early blight resistance as well. Highly resistant to graywall and fruit cracking. 

Fruits, similar in size and shape to Plum Crimson, are borne on determinate plants 

with heavy cover. Very small blossom end scars. Appealing deep red interior. Also 

suitable for vine-ripe or mature green harvest. Also available from Bejo seed Jan-sales rep 805-689-1783 

 

Legend 

68 days. If late blight has been a problem in your garden, you should try growing Legend. Legend has shown 

strong tolerance of late blight fungus US8 and US11. So even in the most virulent areas, gardeners have a great 

chance of harvesting ripe tomatoes. Legend not only demonstrates tolerance of late blight, but is also the earliest 

maturing slicing tomato we know of. Legend produces amazingly sweet tomatoes, with just the right amount of 

acid flavor. The big 4-5 inch parthenocarpic fruit are glossy red, with a uniform round shape. Please keep in mind 

that being tolerant of blight is just that: tolerant-not immune. Bred and released by Dr. Jim Baggett at Oregon State 

University. Determinate. Territorial seed company 800-626-0866. Victory seed company: 503-829-3126 

 

 



 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Date:  4/1/13 

CONTACT:  Lynette S Kay 

RE:   Gardening Alert-New Disease Resistant Tomato “Iron Lady” 
 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

"Iron Lady" is the first tomato to resist three major fungal diseases -- early blight, late blight 

and Septoria leaf spot -- plaguing New York's growers for years. For farmers, this new to-

mato dramatically reduces the need for expensive fungicide. 

Favoring the Northeast's moist, cool conditions, one or more of these diseases occur yearly, 

prompting Martha Mutschler-Chu, Cornell professor of plant breeding and genetics, to cre-

ate tomatoes that resist late blight and early blight. 

However, since those plants could still be defoliated by Septoria leaf spot, Mutscher-Chu 

worked with research associate Stella Zitter and plant pathologist Tom Zitter to create Septo-

ria resistance. 

Experimental hybrids using these "triple blight resistant" tomatoes were successfully grown 

in trials in North Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia and New York, in a project supported by 

the Northeast Regional Integrated Pest Management Center. 

"We have demonstrated that we have tomato hybrids with good medium fruit that will stand 

up to these diseases," Mutschler-Chu said. "In order to reduce the need for fungicides, you 

need to genetically control all three diseases." 

Iron Lady, the cross of a "triple resistant" Cornell line and a late blight/early blight line from 

North Carolina State University, is the first of these hybrids to become commercially availa-

ble, via High Mowing Organic Seeds. In addition to the strongest possible resistance to late 

blight -- provided by the combination of two genes, Ph2 and Ph3 -- tolerance to early blight 

and resistance to Septoria leaf spot, the plant also has resistances to verticillium and fusari-

um wilts, common to most modern tomato varieties. 

Early blight tolerance is not as strong as resistance, so the need for fungicides may not be 

completely eliminated. But Mutschler-Chu teamed up with professor Tom Zitter to identify a 

complementary fungicide strategy with the lowest possible environmental impact. This led 

to a potential reduction of sprays from weekly application to once or twice a season. That 

information is available to growers via Cornell's Vegetable MD website. 

"Tolerance alone is not enough, spray alone is not enough, but together there is good syner-

gy," Mutschler-Chu said. 

Iron Lady is suitable for organic production, and was tested by organic farmers as part of a 

federal Organic Agriculture Research and Extension-funded project coordinated by Cornell 

breeder Michael Mazourek. He said disease-resistant tomatoes were identified as a top prior-

ity for organic growers, who currently use copper to control blight, a solution that can be just 

as bad for the environment as chemical fungicides. 

 

Visit these Mohawk Valley Growers to purchase “Iron Lady Tomato’s” 



River Road Farm and Greenhouses 

Jan Barendse 

9182 River Road 

Marcy, NY 13403 

315-736-3252 

riverroadgreenhouses@centralny.twcbc.com 

Brick House Acres 

Sean & Alyssa Davis 

10628 Roberts Road 

Frankfort, NY 13340 

(315) 737-5635 

brickhouseacres@inbox.com 

North Star Orchards, LLC 

George Joseph 

4741 Route 233 

Westmoreland, NY 13490 

315-853-1024 

elaine@northstarorchards.com 

Candella's Farm & Greenhouses 

Shawna Candella 

9256 River Road 

Marcy, NY 13403 

315-736-8782 

Smpapale@roadrunner.com 

Benson Farms 

Doug Benson 

8400 Clark Mills Rd 

Whitesboro, NY 13424 

368-5040 

Heywoods Greenhouses 

Al & Linda Heywood 

9947 Evans Rd. 

Remsen, NY 13438 

315-831-8096 

heywoodblueberries@yahoo.com 

Szarek Greenhouses 

Bernie & Denise Szarek 

7446 East South Street 

Clinton (Westmorelnad), NY 13323 

315-853-5901 

sales@oldgoatfoods.com  
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Over the past few days Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County Horticulture Hotline has received several 

amusing and horrifying calls concerning the Late Blight on tomato and potato.  It seems some snake oil salesman has 

been spreading rumors that you need to replace all your garden soil, smother it with gallons of caustic chemicals and 

disinfect your tomato cages with bleach! 

 

Nothing could be further from the truth! 

 

Here are the key facts to keep in mind: 

Unlike Early Blight, Late Blight does not survive in the soil or on other objects. 

Late Blight needs living tissue on which to survive. 

Late Blight is a highly contagious air borne disease. 

Last year we had the perfect cool & damp weather conditions that allowed this disease to spread like wildfire (refer to 

fact #3). 

 

Here is the problem….. In 2009, the disease started on tomatoes but by the end of the growing season it had also spread 

to potatoes.  And, as every potato grower knows, you never seem to dig up every little spud.  Those un-harvested infect-

ed potatoes will provide the living tissue the disease needs to survive (refer to Fact #2).  If you allow that little infected 

spud to sprout, we have another cool damp growing season, and those little spores travel through the air, we may suffer 

another year without Tomato/Potato. 

 

So Attention All Potato Growers, the control of this disease starts with you! 

 Do not plant potatoes in the same place this year. 

 Instead plant a low growing crop that will allow you to easily see and remove any of last year’s spuds that sprout. 

(refer to Fact #2) 

 To prevent further contamination, dispose of unwanted plants by bagging and sending to the landfill.  Do not burn 

or compost (refer to Fact #3) 

Use only certified disease free seed or tubers.  (refer to Fact # 2) 

Think your safe because you didn’t or don’t grow Potatoes?  Think again! Remember Fact # 3- Late Blight is a highly 

contagious air borne disease. One infected plant can infect plants within several MILES. 

 

So what is the homeowner to do? 

 

Whatever vegetable crop you choose to grow, you should be following these basic gardening techniques. 

 Don’t replace your garden soil, amend it!  Add compost and manure. 

 Don’t waste time and money smothering it with unnecessary chemicals.  Instead, every few years, have a complete 

soil analysis done.  Let us tell you exactly what nutrients to add for the crop you are growing. 

 Rotate your crops.  Don’t plant the same plant family in the same place year after year. 

 Purchase certified disease resistant seeds/ tubers (potato) or disease resistant varieties of plants. 

While disinfecting tools is warranted for some diseases, when it comes to Late Blight you can save the bleach for the 

laundry.  (refer to Fact # 1) 

 

Want more information about Soil Testing, the Blight or other plant diseases, planting plans for crop rotation or a list or 

suggested vegetable varieties for NY State?  Look at the Home and Garden Fact Sheets on Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sions website at www.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/ or call the Horticulture Hotline, Wednesday and Fridays from 9AM –

Noon.  736-3394. 

http://www.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/

