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JUNIPER SCALE 
Description.  

Juniper scales are light gray or white in color, very small (about 2 mm) in diameter, and 
nearly circular. These insects become abundant on the needles, especially the undersides. The 
scales always attach themselves to needles rather than bark. 
 
Injury 
Juniper scale is a pest of ornamental junipers, especially the Pfitzers. 
Badly infested plants show a yellowish brown foliage color and the 
overall appearance of the plant is similar to a plant badly in need of fer-

tilizer or water. Portions of dead branches may be visible. Taking a closer look at the 
branches that show these symptoms may reveal the scale insects on the underside of the 
needles. Plants decline over time and may be killed by severe infestations. 
 
Life History  
The scale insects overwinter as nearly full-grown individuals and mature in the spring. Un-
der her scale covering, the female lays eggs in the spring. She dies soon after egg laying but the scale cover re-
mains attached to the needle, often for several years. The crawlers (immature scales) hatch from the eggs, usually 
in June in New York State, and leave the scale cover to search for a place to feed. The crawler stage may last for 
as short as 24 hours and after finding a feeding site the small, straw-colored crawler attaches itself to a needle and 
begins to feed. Soon it develops a coat of armor (the scale covering). The immature scales continue to feed and 
grow during the summer and during this growing period the skin is shed several times. The shed skins make up 
the hard protective cover for the scale insect. By late fall the scales are nearly full grown and ready to overwinter. 
The cycle is repeated year after year. 
 
Management  
A dormant oil or oil plus ethion may be used to help manage this pest. The oil should be sprayed on in mid to late 
April, but before new growth begins. This should be followed by two sprays of malathion plus methoxychlor or 
carbaryl (Sevin) spaced 10 to 14 days apart beginning in late June for crawlers. If these sprays are missed, one ap-
plication of Metasystox-R can be made in late July against the adults. Pruning out severely infested branches 
where possible will also be helpful in managing this insect. 
 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 
materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 
sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 
State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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