
STOP THE  

EMERALD ASH 

BORER (EAB) 

  

New York State Trees are being attacked by an 

exotic insect 

 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is attacking ash 

trees in several locations across North America.  

These insects bore into Ash trees destroying the 

vascular system which allows the trees to transport 

food and water.  Ash trees infected usually die 

within 2-3 years.    Millions of trees have already 

succumbed to this pest.  To prevent the loss of  

Ash trees in Oneida County we need to take a 

proactive approach to educate the public on how to 

identify and control this potentially devastating 

insect.  It is estimated that 7-10% of the trees in 

New York State are Ash Trees.  The environmental 

and economical impact of a infestation of emerald 

ash borer would be devastating. 
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DON’T TRANSPORT 

FIREWOOD!!! 

 To help slow the spread of EAB buy your 

firewood locally.   

 

EAB spends much of its life under the bark of 

the Ash Tree.  However in late June and July 

the newly hatched adults are emerging. 

 

If you find an insect you suspect is EAB please 

bring it to the Cooperative Extension or  call 

1-866-640-0652 

www.dec.ny.gov 



Ash Identification Guide: 

Ash trees (Fraxinus species) are easily identified if several simple factors are understood. Ash is unique from 

other trees because of the following distinctive characteristics: opposite branching and compound leaf 

according to the following descriptions of pictures. Remember, mountain ash (Sorbus) is not a true ash 

(Fraxinus), and is not affected by the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Opposite Branching - MAD Horse:  
Very few trees in our landscapes and forests have opposite branching. The predominant types are Maple, Ash, 

Dogwood and Horsechestnut. A simple phrase to remember when identifying trees with opposite branching is 

to use the acronym *MAD Horse* representing  Maple,  Ash,  Dogwood &  Horsechestnut.  When looking for 

opposite branching in trees, please consider that buds or limbs may die; hence not every single branch will 

have an opposite mate.  

Compound Leaf:  
A simple leaf is a single leaf defined by having a bud at the base of the leaf stem (also known as a petiole).  

A compound leaf is one that has more than one leaflet while the entire leaf, as defined, has a bud at its stem 

base (petiole). Ash typically have approximately 5-9 leaflets per leaf. 
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1. White Ash top/bottom one leaf, 7 leaflets 

2. Ash one leaf 9 leaflets 

3. Green Ash one leaf, 7 leaflets 

4. Black Ash, one leaf, 7 leaflets 

5. Young ash leaf with adult EAB 

6. Ash one leaf, 9 leaflets  
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Seeds and bark of ash are also unique.  Some older ash trees have a characteristic diamond pattern to their 

bark. Seeds and bark of ash are also unique.  Some older ash trees have a characteristic diamond pattern to 

their bark.  

1. a close-up of a healthy ash branch with seeds 

2. The bark of a young ash tree is relatively 

smooth. 

3. Green Ash– As the tree ages the bark Thickens 

and a diamond-like pattern in the raised bark is 

notable. 

4. 4. This ridged trunk section is from a very 

mature tree 
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DON’T TRANSPORT FIREWOOD 
Studies have shown that many of the infestations that are occurring 

outside quarantine areas is due to the transportation of infected 

firewood and nursey stock.  For this reason officials are asking that you 

burn where you buy it! 










