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What's the status in NY? 
Widespread outbreaks of tent caterpillars occur at intervals of 10-12 years.  When outbreaks occur they 
can last 3-6 years, depending on natural controls.  According to my sources, the last outbreak occurred 
in the early 90’s and lasted for 4 years. 2003 was the 1st year of the current outbreak, which started 
north of Harrisville. Some experts have reported that egg masses were smaller this winter, an indica-
tion that the population is already declining. However, others suggest that while caterpillar numbers 
may de declining up North, they are just reaching peak in the Watertown/Lowville area.  Extent of defo-
liation varies from year to year and location to location. Some spots may only be defoliated once, oth-
ers may be defoliated 2-3 years in a row.  A large tree should be able to withstand up to 2 years of de-
foliation before suffering long-term damage, although quantity and sugar content of sap may be 
reduced after only 1 year of defoliation. Listed below are some control options for the homeowner, 
while some of them may not be feasible this year, keep them in mind for next spring. 
 
Mechanical Control 
Destroy Eggs and Nests – Egg masses can be clipped off, crushed, and destroyed in the fall. If egg 
masses were undetected, nests can be removed by hand in the spring. Simply scrape the nest off onto 
the ground and crush the caterpillars or drop them into a bucket of soapy water. Early morning or late 
afternoon is best because most caterpillars will be in the tent. 
 
Trap ‘Em – The caterpillars spread by crawling up new trees. You can trap them by tying a 15-inch 
wide strip of burlap to the trunk with a string around the middle, pull the top section down over the lower 
half to trap the caterpillars as they migrate up the tree. Check daily and destroy your catch. 
 
Biological Control 
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) are naturally occurring bacteria found in the soil. These bacteria produce 
proteins that are toxic to certain insects. Once ingested by the larvae, digestive enzymes activate the 
toxin, which eventually causes the larvae to stop eating and starve to death.  There are several differ-
ent strains of Bt, each producing a different set of toxic proteins that affect different insects. If the insect 
doesn’t have the correct digestive enzyme to activate the toxin, the Bt will not be effective. Because 
humans don’t have the digestive enzymes necessary to activate the toxin, Bt is not harmful to humans. 
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Bt products are available from your local garden center. Common over-thecounter products are: Dipel, 
Thuricide, Biotrol, and Caterpillar Attack. Be sure to read the label for the active ingredients. "Bacillus 
thuringiensis, var. kurstaki" or var. aizawai should be on the label. These are the Bt species that are ef-



fective on tent caterpillars.  To be effective, Bt must be sprayed on leaves the caterpillars will eat. After 
eating, caterpillars become sick, stop eating, and die within a few days. Bt must be used when caterpil-
lars are young and eating voraciously. Once tent caterpillars are over an inch long, appetite declines as 
they begin thinking about pupating and Bt will be less effective.  
 
Neem – a plant extract from the Neem tree, native to southeastern Asia. Neem acts as a growth regu-
lator by blocking hormone release and thereby preventing the insect from molting. Depending on stage 
of life cycle, insect death may not occur for several days. This product is only effective on larvae. You 
may be able  to find it in the store under the names Align, Azatin, or Turplex. 
 
Chemical Control – use only pesticides labeled for use on tent caterpillars 
 
Malathion (chemical name) - Toxic to bees, do not spray when tree is in bloom. Be careful to avoid 
spray drift to other plants in bloom. 
 
Orthene – chemical name is acephate. Toxic to bees, do not spray when tree is in bloom. Be careful to 
avoid spray drift to other plants in bloom.  
 
Sevin – chemical name is carbaryl. Toxic to bees, do not spray when tree is in bloom. Be careful to 
avoid spray drift to other plants in bloom.  
 
Sources: 
Rodale’s Successful Organic Gardening: Trees, Shrubs, and Vines. 1993. 
Ohioline Fact Sheet - www.ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2022.html 
Pest Management Around the Home 2005-2006 Pesticide Guidelines. Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are still pos-
sible.  Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal.  All pesticides distributed, sold or 
applied in New York STATE MUST BE REGISTERED WITH THE New York state department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC).  Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide and/ or registration status for pesticide  use in New 
York State should be directed  to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension specialist or your regional DEC office.  Read the label 
before applying any pesticide.  
 
How to Trap ‘Em  
 

• Cut a strip of burlap or medium weight 
dark cloth about 12 to 18 inches wide and 
long enough to completely encircle the 
tree. 

• Wrap the burlap around the tree at chest 
height. 

• Tie string or twine or wrap wire around the 
burlap 6 inches from the top edge. Then 
fold the top part of the cloth down over the 
bottom half, creating a tent-like area for 
caterpillars to hide in. 

• Check the bands every afternoon. Wear 
gloves or use tweezers to collect the 
trapped caterpillars and drop them into a 
bucket of soapy water (use dishwashing 
liquid). 

• Let caterpillars soak in water for about a day before removing and discarding them. 
 
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                    



The following information was obtained from the  

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation   

Caterpillar pests 

Forest tent Caterpillars (malacosma disstria), Eastern Tent Caterpillar (Malacosma Americanum) 
and Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar) 
                                                                                                                   

Of the thousands of caterpillar species in New York State, three have 
been particularly noticeable and unwelcome in our yards, towns and 
forests: the forest tent caterpillar, eastern tent caterpillar and gypsy 
moth. All three are similar in that they hatch when flowers and leaves 
begin to unfold in the spring, feed as caterpillars (larvae), spin co-
coons so they can emerge as moths (pupate), and then mate and lay 
eggs that will hatch the following spring. 
 
Forest tent caterpillars (FTC) and eastern tent caterpillars (ETC) are 
native to the United States; the gypsy moth was accidentally intro-
duced in 1869 when it was brought to the U.S. in the hope that it 
could breed with silkworms. Even though it failed as a textile producer, some of the gypsy moths escaped and 
successfully established a population in Medford, Massachusetts. Population numbers of all three caterpillars vary 
over the years from very few and not noticeable to many and very noticeable defoliation of trees. The ETC is not 
a major forest threat, as it prefers fruit trees including ornamental crabapples and pears; it is more of a pest in ur-

ban and suburban areas. 
 
Numerous previous outbreaks of both gypsy moths and FTC have been re-
corded. (See link to NYS DEC Forest Tent Caterpillar Defoliator Report 2005.) 
The current outbreak of FTC in New York began in 2002. Areas which have ex-
perienced two to three years of heavy defoliation (removal of leaves) should 
soon be experiencing a decrease in FTC population numbers. Since the 1990s, 
gypsy moth populations have generally subsided and when defoliation does oc-
cur it is often restricted to relatively small areas, such as oak forests in the Cats-
kill region, the Thousand Islands, and the vicinity of Lake George. Gypsy moth 
populations may be reaching outbreak levels in some of these areas of New 
York. 
Some of the most common questions and answers about these insect pests fol-
low: 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What is eating my tree? 
 
A: If you notice dark hairy caterpillars eating the leaves on your trees, you 
may have forest tent caterpillars, eastern tent caterpillars or gypsy moths. See 
the question, "How do I know which type of caterpillar is eating my tree?" be-
low and the link to the Comparison Chart for Forest Tent Caterpillar, Eastern 
Tent Caterpillar and Gypsy Moth for distinguishing characteristics. 

 
 

eastern tent caterpillars on tent 

forest tent caterpillars on trunk 
James Solomon, USDA  
Forest Service, 
www.forestryimages.org 



branchripped by gypsy moth 
Landesforstprasidium Sachen Archives, 
www.forestryimaes.org 

branch stripped by gypsy moth 
Landesforstprasidium Sachen Archives, 

www.forestryimages.org 

Q: Will they hurt or kill my tree? 
A: Tent caterpillars and gypsy moths eat leaves in the spring. De-
ciduous trees (trees that lose their leaves each fall) can regrow a 
new set of leaves by July and can usually withstand 2-3 succes-
sive years of defoliation (removal of leaves) without being killed. 
However, defoliation does reduce the vigor and resistance of the 
tree; it becomes more susceptible to pests and diseases. Mortality 
can occur when other stresses such as disease or other insect out-
breaks attack trees in the same year. Evergreens are eaten when 
populations of gypsy moths are very high. Evergreens do not re-
grow leaves as easily as deciduous trees and can die as a result of 
complete defoliation. 

tree defoliated by forest tent caterpillars 
James Solomon, USDA Forest Service, 

www.forestryimages.org 

Q: My tree has no leaves. Is it dead? 
A: Not necessarily. Healthy deciduous trees can sur-
vive 2-3 successive years of defoliation without mor-
tality (dying). Trees defoliated early in the season of-
ten grow a new, smaller set of leaves in July once tent 
caterpillars and gypsy moths stop feeding. 

Q: How do I know which type of caterpillar is eat-
ing my tree?  
A: The easiest way to tell them apart is by the patterns 
on the caterpillars. The gypsy moth caterpillar has five 
pairs of blue spots followed by six pairs of red spots 
along its back. The eastern tent caterpillar has a white 
line down its back with light blue and black spots on 
its sides. The forest tent caterpillar has white footprint-
shaped marks down its back and light blue stripes on 
its sides. 

forest tent caterpillar 
Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, 

www.forestryimages.org 

eastern tent caterpillar 
Lacy L. Hyche, Auburn University, 

www.forestryimages.org 



Another caterpillar that is sometimes confused with the eastern tent caterpillar because it also makes tents 
in trees and eats leaves is the fall webworm. The fall webworm differs from the eastern tent caterpillar in 
several ways: its tent always begins at the tips of branches and gradually extends down the branch toward 
the trunk; fall webworms feed on foliage inside the tent (eastern tent caterpillars make their tents in the 
forks of branches and feeds on leaves outside the tent); the fall webworm is hairy, pale green or yellow, 
and has black or reddish spots along its back and there is usually more than one generation each year. Fall 
webworms make their tents in July and August, while eastern tent caterpillars make their tents in spring. 
Fall webworms are usually not considered harmful to trees, except for the aesthetic quality of the tents. Fall 
webworms are harmful when they feed on the regrowth of trees that were defoliated earlier in the season 
by other caterpillars. 

gypsy moth 
Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources Archives, 
www.forestryimages.org 

fall webworm tent on end of tree branch 

Q: I have caterpillars and tents in my trees in 
July. Are they eastern tent caterpillars? 
A: They are most likely fall webworms. See the pre-
vious question, answer and photo. 
Q: Are they harmful to children or pets? 
A: Contact with these insects is generally not harm-
ful with a few exceptions. Some individuals may de-
velop skin rashes or irritations from contact with 
gypsy moth hairs, including those on the outside of 
egg masses. Researchers have found that ingestion 
of eastern tent caterpillars only by pregnant horses 
can cause them to miscarry (mare reproductive loss 
syndrome). There is no evidence that ingestion of 
eastern tent caterpillars is harmful to humans or 
other animals. 

Q: Is there a State program or is there State funding to help get rid of these caterpillars? 
A: There is currently no State program in New York to spray for tent caterpillars or gypsy moths on State 
or private property. There are no State funds available to property owners for managing tent caterpillars or 
gypsy moths. NYS DEC does provide information through its website and regional foresters. (See link to 
DEC Regional Offices below.) 



forest tent caterpillar new egg mass forest tent caterpillar old egg mass 

Q: How can I control these caterpillars? 
A: For homeowners, the first option to consider is to do nothing. Healthy deciduous trees usually survive 
defoliation and grow back a second set of leaves in July. Manual control on individual trees includes 
hand removal of egg masses, inhabited tents and pupa, and installation of sticky tree wraps on trunks to 
capture caterpillars as they move up and down trees. Do not leave egg masses on the ground; drop them 
in a container of detergent. Do not attempt to burn tents while they are on trees. This is hazardous to the 
health of the tree. 
Q: Should I spray my trees? 
A: Maybe. Remember, tent caterpillars are native and a natural part of our ecosystem, and gypsy moths 
have "naturalized" in our forest communities. These caterpillars will always be around, sometimes in 
small, unnoticeable numbers. If dense concentrations of tent or gypsy moth caterpillars cause a decline in 
the trees' health or threaten an economic resource such as a sugar bush, spraying may be an option. 

gypsy moth feeding on branch 
Tim Tigner,  
Virginia Department of Forestry, 
www.forestryimages.org 

Various insecticides for tent caterpillars and gypsy moths 
are available at garden centers. Insecticides are divided into 
two general groups: microbial/biological and chemical. Mi-
crobial and biological pesticides contain living organisms 
that must be consumed (eaten) by the pest. They are most 
effective on small, young caterpillars. As they mature, cater-
pillars become more resistant to microbial pesticides. The 
most common microbial and biological insecticide is Bacil-
lus thuringiensis (Bt). Bt occurs naturally in soil and on 
plants. It is harmless to people, animals, and plants, but does 
affect young moth and butterfly larvae. When Bt is eaten, 
the caterpillar becomes paralyzed, stops feeding, and dies of 
starvation or disease. 
 

Chemical insecticides are contact poisons. These chemicals can have a potential impact on a variety of 
beneficial insects (such as honeybees), so they should be used wisely. 
 
Professional pesticide applicators can be found in the yellow pages under Tree Service. In order to use 
restricted insecticides, applicators must be certified. For a list, see the link to NYS certified pesticide ap-
plicators. 



In certain cases it may be economically feasible to spray large areas. Maple syrup producers may be in-
terested in aerial spraying since severe defoliations can reduce maple syrup production.  
 
Spraying is not effective against pupae or egg masses, and is less effective once caterpillars reach 1 inch 
long. Nesting birds, beneficial insects, and other animals could be endangered by use of chemical insecti-
cides. 

gypsy moth adults and eggs 

newly hatched gypsy 
moth 

larvae on egg mass 

Q: Will these caterpillars ever go away? 
A: The short answer is no. FTC and ETC are a natural part of our forest ecosystem. Gypsy moths have 
"naturalized" and are not likely to disappear. The good news is that their populations fluctuate and after 
a few years of high numbers, their populations usually drop. Populations of tent caterpillars reaching 
highly noticeable levels run approximately on 10-year cycles and usually last 2-3 years. Gypsy Moths 
have not developed regular cycles but they seem to cause visible defoliation for 2-4 years before their 
populations drop. 
Natural Control: Caterpillars are attacked by birds, rodents, parasites, and diseases. Extremes in tem-
perature can also reduce population numbers. 

forest tent caterpillar larvae on trunk 
Herbert A. "Joe" Pase III, Texas Forest 

Service, 
www.forestryimages.org 

Q: I have a woodlot. Should I harvest my trees? 
A: We recommend delaying timber harvests in defoli-
ated areas for two or three years after an outbreak to 
minimize additional stress on trees. Time will also allow 
you to see which trees remain healthy and alter harvest-
ing plans if necessary. (See link to NYS DEC Forest 
Tent Caterpillar Defoliator Report 2005.) 

Q: I have a sugar bush. Will my tapping harvest be 
affected? 
A: Defoliated trees have decreased food storage. Sugar 
maple sap flow and sugar content may decrease in the 
year following defoliation. 



Q: Is there a way to predict next year's defoliation? 
A: Yes. If you are interested in sampling your woodlot or forest to determine the likelihood of defoliation by 
FTC or gypsy moths for the following growing season, sampling protocol for both is provided. (See related 
links.) If you do sample your woodlot or forest, your data is valuable to us for tracking annual populations. We 
would appreciate if you mailed or emailed you sampling data to: 
NYSDEC 
Division of Lands and Forests, Forest Health and Protection 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-4253 
Telephone: 518-402-9425 Fax: 518-402-9028 
Email (please type "To the Attention of Forest Health" in the subject line): 
mailto:lflands@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 

 
Thoughts on Forest Tent Caterpillars by Bob Beyfuss Cornell Cooperative Extension of Greene County 3/2007 

 
The Forest Tent Caterpillar (FTC) is a native insect pest that has had documented periodic outbreaks in NY for at least the 
past 50 years. According to Cornell Cooperative Extension Educator Steve Vandermark, who has researched this topic ex-
tensively; between 1950 and 1953 fifteen million acres statewide were defoliated. Between 1980 and 1982, 200,000 acres 
were defoliated in Delaware County and between 1989 and 1992 90,000 acres were defoliated in northern NY. In 2005 
some 22,000 acres were defoliated in Greene County alone and it is likely that much more acreage was defoliated in 2006. 
 
This most recent outbreak has generated many questions, particularly regarding aerial spry programs to combat this pest. 
This article is an attempt to try to answer actual questions I have received in past years. 
  
“Last summer much of the forested land nearby my property was completely defoliated by FTC, Should I have my 
200 acres of forest land sprayed to protect it?” 
 
Well, before you even begin to plan to spray you need to determine if your land will be similarly affected. There is a sug-
gested protocol for predicting FTC defoliation on the following DEC website.  http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/
privland/forprot/health/caterpillar/ftcprot2005.pdf  Unfortunately this protocol is pretty complicated but if you find 2 or 
more egg masses per ten branches sampled, you will likely have serious defoliation. If you find les than one egg mass per 
10 branches keep sampling until you have sampled at least a dozen or more trees.  
If your survey indicates that your land will indeed be defoliated, you still have to consider many other factors. 
  
The decision of whether to spray or not to spray is quite complex. Therefore it must be broken down into several different 
components to answer. In terms of pure economics, when the cost of spraying is less than the loss of income from not 
spraying, spraying is justified. For maple syrup producers, campground operators, arboreta, resorts and others whose in-
come depends on having leaves on their trees the economic justification is easily achieved.  For forested landowners who 
are managing their forest for timber production, the cost of spraying is also easily achieved since the loss of even a few 
timber trees per acre (which is likely in outbreak situations) exceeds the cost of spraying.   
 
 
“I don’t manage my land for timber, I just use it recreationally. Should I have it sprayed anyway?  I love my forest 
and would hate to lose it!” 
 
One thing is pretty certain; you will not lose your forest if you do not spray it! Our forests have survived many insect and 
disease outbreaks in the past and while the tree species composition may be altered by the specific pest’s feeding prefer-
ence, the overall forest will remain. For example,  FTC seem to ignore red maple and hickory while preferentially eating 
sugar maple, ash, oak and other hardwood species, although in a major outbreak situation even these non preferred trees 
species may also be defoliated. All the trees in your forest will not all die as result of defoliation but some most likely will. 
 



“Last summer, my neighbor’s house, about a half mile down the road, was covered with the caterpillars for almost two weeks. 
This was disgusting! Caterpillars don’t eat houses, why did they crawl all over and linger on his house?”   
 
Unfortunately, these leaf eating caterpillars don’t limit themselves to the forest. They often move from one area to another en masse 
seeking food. If your house is within or very close to an infested forest, they will crawl all over it. They are more or less “programmed” 
to crawl upward and over anything in front of them and they often linger when they reach some sort of barrier. As they travel they emit 
an “aggregation pheromone” which is a chemical that causes them to gather in groups.  
 
“So, should I have my house and surrounding forest sprayed to keep them away?” 
Now you are dealing with an aesthetic decision versus an economic one. It is uncertain how big a buffer zone would need to be sprayed 
around your immediate premises to keep the caterpillars away from your house. A 200 foot buffer zone around a house would require 4 
acres to be sprayed with your house at the center.  A 300 foot buffer zone around your house would require 9 acres to be sprayed.  
 
“What type of spray would be used? Isn’t it dangerous to spray poison on my house?” 
There are two types of insecticides that are most commonly aerially applied in NY. One is a chemical known as carbaryl which is some-
times sold as Sevin. This is a broad spectrum insecticide with documented toxicity to most insects including honey bees. It is potentially 
poisonous to other wildlife, including humans, but at the rate it is applied aerially, human toxicity is highly unlikely. The other insecti-
cide is known as Bt. It is a naturally occurring toxin produced by certain types of bacteria. The type of Bt used for FTC is toxic only to 
Lepidopterous larvae, that is caterpillars that turn into moths or butterflies. It is not toxic to other wildlife or humans.  
 
 
“When will this outbreak go away? I have had these caterpillars for the past 3 years”  
FTC outbreaks usually crash due to natural controls within 3 years of noticeable defoliation but there have been some places in NY 
where they have persisted for 4 or 5 years. Generally, there is noticeable defoliation in the first year, major defoliation in the second year 
and slight defoliation in the third year.  
 
“Will spraying my 200 acres delay the crash? If I spray this year will I have to do it again next year as a result of spraying this 
year?” 
It is possible that spraying large blocks of land may delay the crash within a given area but typically when a FTC population crashes due 
to naturally occurring diseases or parasites or combinations of diseases and parasites, the area affected covers many thousands of acres. 
Spraying relatively small blocks of 5 to 10 acres is unlikely to affect overall population crashes.  
 
“Other than potentially harming my forest trees, will the FTC outbreak have any other environmental consequences?”  
Forest defoliation has profound environmental consequences that go far beyond tree damage. Streams within forests that lose their sum-
mer shade will have warmer water temperatures. This will affect the aquatic ecosystems they sustain. Cool, shaded pools provide habitat 
for trout and other fish species. Higher water temperature reduces the oxygen holding capacity of water. FTC droppings may literally 
add tons of nutrients to waterways in a relatively short time.  The effects of this nutrient influx are generally negative to existing ecosys-
tems.  Vernal pools within forests will also dry up sooner and have warmer water with consequences for amphibians and invertebrates. 
Forest understory plants that require shade such as trilliums, lady slipper orchids, ginseng, baneberry, blue cohosh and Mt Laurel may be 
stressed as a result while other plants that can tolerate sunlight such as blackberries, poison ivy, jewelweed and Indian tobacco will show 
enhanced growth. The undergrowth of a defoliated forest looks very different in July and August from the undergrowth of a forest with 
leaves on most of the trees. FTC caterpillars have food preferences that may affect the species composition within a forest over time. 
They do not readily consume most vines including grape vines, Virginia creeper and poison ivy nor do they readily eat pines, most other 
evergreens, hickory, red maple or Norway maple. This favors the status of these species while sugar maple and other preferred foods 
will suffer disproportionately.  Last summer it was very easy to spot grapevines, red maple and hickory in my forest as these were the 
only green plants to see in June!    
     “Are there any other alternatives to aerially spraying?”  
Yes, individual trees may be injected or sprayed by a certified applicator at a cost of about $50 per tree for injections or trees may be 
sprayed by the homeowner with a trombone or pump type sprayer using either Bt, or one of several chemical insecticides. Trees may 
also be banded with burlap and Tangle foot sticky tape but my experience with this technique is that it is not very effective in an out-
break situation.  
 
“Could Mother Nature bail us out?” 
Possibly, the literature says that FTC egg masses perish at minus 40 degrees F.  and that is not a “wind chill” temperature. We rarely 
have ambient temperatures that low in this area. There is no data that predicts cumulative effects of lower temperatures, i.e. ten consecu-
tive days of minus 5 or zero. We have had the coldest temperatures in several years this winter. There is also widespread evidence of 
parasite activity on the pupa of the FTC. In the long run, natural causes always end these outbreaks. Right now I am cautiously optimis-
tic that the areas hardest hit last summer will be spared this season based on the few egg mass surveys I have been able to conduct.   
 
 
 



In the spring of 2007 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County heldd 
a free workshop on the consequences and control of the tent caterpillar. 
 
For those interested in having areas sprayed our speaker was: 
                    Jeff Duflo 376-2155 
                    Duflo Spray Chemical Co 
                    Lowville NY 
 
Looking for environmentally friendly control contact: 
                    Jacques Dugal 
                    56 de la Perdrix 
                    Stoneham, Quebec 
                    Canada GOA-4PO 
 
                    Tele: 418-848-0823 
                    Fax  418-848-0824 
 
                    www.Valentbiosciences.com 
                    Jacques.dugal@valent.com 



Friendly fly: Forest tent caterpillar parasite 
 
 
Friendly flies, Sarcophaga aldrichi, are a major factor in the collapse of forest tent caterpil-
lar populations. During the last one to two years of an outbreak, these flies become very 
abundant because they use forest tent caterpillars as their food source. 

 
Friendly flies are the most important insect parasites of forest tent 
caterpillars (FTC). In mid- to late-June, adult flies deposit live 
maggots on FTC cocoons. The maggots move into the cocoons, 
bore into the pupae and feed on them which kills the developing 
FTC. After completing their feeding, the maggots drop to the 
ground, form their own pupal stages and remain dormant until the 
next summer. 
 
 
 
Friendly flies resemble house flies, but they are larger, slower 
and distinctly more bristly. Adult flies are gray in color and are 6 
to l2 mm long, the sides of their faces are hairy, on each end of 
their two antennae is a single and branched bristle, their thoraxes 
have three black stripes, and their abdomens are checkered. 
 
 
 

When friendly flies occur in large numbers, they too can be a nuisance because they drone 
persistently and often land on people and food. Adults are strong and active fliers and they 
swarm over everything (people, livestock, lights, light-colored garments and laundry hung 
out to dry). They don't bite but they can soil clothes, laundry and food with their regurgita-
tions. Unlike other flies which can be shoo'd away, friendly flies must be brushed away. 
Between forest tent caterpillar outbreaks, the friendly fly population collapses and they sur-
vive in low numbers by depositing their larvae on carrion, dung and various decaying mate-
rials. 
 
Several species of other flies and wasps parasitize the eggs, larvae and pupae of the forest 
tent caterpillars. Predatory flies, beetles, ants, true bugs, spiders, birds, wood frogs, deer 
mice, skunks and toads also feed on forest tent caterpillars. 
 
http://www.dnr.mn.gov/treecare/forest_health/ftc/friendlyfly.html 


