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Don’t  Touch These Plants! 

 

What does Poison Ivy Look Like?  

The best way to identify poison ivy is by its typical compound leaf made up of three leaflets. The leaflets can be 

two to four inches long, and can have a dull or glossy green finish. The poison ivy 

leaflets usually have pointed tips. The middle leaflet is generally larger than the two 

laterals. The three leaflets occur alternately along the stem. Leaves on the same poison 

ivy vine often have a number of color and leaf margin combinations. As a vine climbs 

shrubs and trees, it produces numerous roots that attach to the tree or shrub. The roots 

often give the vine a "fuzzy twine" look.  

 

Don’t think of Poison Ivy as just a vine.   Along trails or bordering fields it may only 

be several inches high.  Remember the old saying “Leaves of three leave them be!” 

 

 

 

Giant Hogweed 

Giant Hogweed is a 6-12 foot tall plant with large white flower heads; stems are hairy 

with purple spots.  It is quite an impressive sight when in 

bloom.  So much so that many people rush right over to 

look at it.  Admire it from a distance if you must.   This 

plant is on the invasive species list.   Homeowners should 

eradicate it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pigweed toxic to horses causes skin irritation to us 

Pigweed can be very toxic if eaten in large quantities. Horses are unlikely to eat this 

plant unless there is no other food available. This weed seems to grow everywhere—

from pastures to vegetable gardens, roadsides to barnyards. It is still toxic if dried and 

baled into hay. Pigweed, and its relative, lamb's quarters, can cause kidney failure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stem of Giant Hogweed 
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Stinging Nettles (Urtica dioica) plant causes immediate burning and itching with contact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milkweed 

All plants in the genus Asclepias are probably somewhat toxic, some fatally so, to both humans and animals. The 

sap of some causes skin irritation in humans. Sensitivity to a toxin varies with a per-

son’s age, weight, physical condition, and individual susceptibility. Children are most 

vulnerable because of their curiosity and small size. Toxicity can vary in a plant ac-

cording to season, the plant’s different parts, and its stage of growth.  Plants can absorb 

toxic substances such as herbicides, pesticides, and pollutants from the water, air, and 

soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cowslip, Yellow marsh marigold, Yellow marsh-marigold 

Plant juices can cause blistering or inflammation on skin or mucous membranes on 

contact and gastric illness if ingested.  

 

 

 

 

 
DISCLAIMER:  This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regu-

lations occur constantly, some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered 

with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the 

legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions.  
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