
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 
COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION OF 
ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, 
and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, coop-
erating. 

Cecropia Moth 
Hyalophora cecropia 

 
Description. The cecropia moth and its caterpillar often attract 
attention during the summer months because of their large size. 
The moth has a wingspread of 5 to 6 inches and is the largest of the 
silkworm moths in this country. The larva is a greenish caterpillar 
with bright colored tubercles or warts on its body. It attains a 
length of 4 inches when full grown. 
 
Life History. In early summer adult moths mate and the fe-
males lay ovoid, cream-colored eggs on the upper 
sides of leaves in short rows. The small (1/4 inch) larvae hatch and 
are at first black. The larval stage lasts from 4 to 8 or 9 weeks. As 
the larvae mature, they turn a greenish color and develop two rows 

of blue tubercles along the sides of the body, two rows of yellow tubercles down the back, and two large pairs of 
red tubercles on the thorax. The larvae feed for about two weeks in the mature stage before beginning to spin the 
large red-brown cocoons that turn gray with age. Cocoons are formed on twigs and usually both ends of the co-
coon are attached to the twig. The adult moths emerge the following summer, usually in June, and the cycle be-
gins again. The adult moth is a cinnamon-red color with each wing crossed by a white band near the outer edge. 
In the middle of each wing is a crescent shaped white spot bordered by red. The adult moths are usually quiet dur-
ing the day, and fly a little at night. They are attracted to electric lights and lighted windows. The moths do not 
feed. 
 
Injury and Management. There is usually little damage from the larvae of the cecropia, because they 
do not occur in large numbers in any one locale. The larvae feed on a variety of deciduous trees and shrubs 
including plants in the Rosaceae family, willows, maples and lilacs. The larvae do not bite or sting despite their 
appearance. Generally control is not necessary. There are a number of natural predators and parasites that work 
together to keep populations of the cecropia down. 
 
However, once in a while populations may be large enough to cause damage. If this should occur, either Bt or 
carbaryl (Sevin) may be used for control. Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s directions carefully when using 
any pesticides.   
 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 
materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 
sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 
State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
 
 



1/1974 Prepared by Carolyn Klass, Senior Extension Associate, Entomology, Cornell 
7/1986 Revised 
Retyped 2006 
 
 
 

cecropia moth 
Hyalophora cecropia (Linnaeus) 
Larva(e) 
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cecropia moth Hyalophora cecropia 
(Linnaeus) Cocoon(s) 
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