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Control of Broadleaf Lawn Weeds 

 
Introduction: There are several types of broadleaf weeds, which are commonly found in home lawns. In many 

cases weeds occupy areas in lawns which have been damaged by pests or other factors. Weeds are often found in 

lawns, which are growing on poor sites, where soil conditions are poor and where incorrect maintenance is fol-

lowed. A thick lawn, which is properly maintained, is often the best way to control most weed infestations.  

 

 

Dandelions: These are perennial weeds, which need no introduction. There are two spe-

cies. They may occur in the same lawn. They have long, fleshy roots, which, if not com-

pletely extricated, usually start new growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheep Sorrel (Red Sorrel): The name sorrel, signifying sour, is applied to a number of 

unrelated plant, which have in common a bitter acid principle in their roots, stems, or 

leaves. This weed spreads readily in lawns and gardens because of its perennial, running 

rootstocks. It is particularly vigorous in soils, which have a low soil pH (acid soil) and 

low in plant nutrients—naturally or unfertilized. In the spring, the plant develops   

branching stalks of tiny flowers. The female flowers are reddish-brown.  

 

 

Prostrate Spurge (Spotted Spurge): This is an annual weed. It grows in well-nourished 

lawns or gardens and branches freely. Its leaves vary from dark green to red but generally 

bear a purplish-brown blotch on the upper surface. An easy way to identify this weed is 

to tear off a leaf, stem or shoot of the plant. It will then bleed a milky juice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Medic: Black medic, an annual weed, is often called "black clover." The leaves, 

with very few exceptions, are similar to clover. Its flowers are yellow and their tightly 

coiled black pods contain a single seed when mature. Its stems are prostrate and 

branched, forming low mats.  
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White Clover: Clover is quite often considered to be a troublesome perennial pest in 

lawns and playing areas. Clover attracts bees, which are a serious threat to those who are 

allergic to their sting. Clover is soft and slippery to walk on. It also stains clothing more 

than the grasses. Since it grows in patches, it often breaks up the continuity of an even-

textured lawn. Many people, however, like clover in their lawn during the summertime 

when lawn grasses tend to become somewhat dormant. Sometimes it is the only plant left 

after chinch bugs invade a lawn. 

 

 

Common Chickweed: Common chickweed is an annual or winter annual which repro-

duces and spreads, not only by the seeds, but also by rooting at the nodes of the stem. 

This weed thrives best in early spring or late autumn during cool moist weather. It does 

not thrive or grow well during hot weather except in moist or shady situations. Its com-

mon presence in a lawn is a sign of inadequate turf cover. The leaves are small, opposite, 

and pointed at the tips.  

 

 

Knotweed: Knotweed is an annual pest that germinates in late winter into early spring or 

about the same time grass greens up in the spring. It grows so close to the ground that it 

gives a turf-like appearance when mowed. Before it is killed by the frost, it sets a new 

crop of seed to reinfest the soil for the following season. Patches of this weed have a red-

brown color after killing frosts. It thrives in hard, trampled areas that are subject to exces-

sive compaction. 

 

 

Mouse-ear Chickweed: Mouse-ear chickweed is a low creeping perennial with very 

hairy leaves shaped like a mouse's ear. It is usually a darker green than common chick-

weed. The creeping stems run along the soil surface where they sometimes form dense 

mats and destroy the grass. The flowers appear at the tips of the branches.  

 

 

 

 

Ground Ivy: This perennial weed forms dense patches, which can easily cover the entire 

lawn in a few years. It spreads by seeds and creeping square stems, which root along the 

ground. The weed is frequently found in the shade, but it does equally well in the sun. 

The leaves are nearly round, heavily veined, and rough on the upper surface. The non-

showy flowers are purplish-blue with the typical trumpet shape of the mint family. 

 

 

 

Broadleaved Plantain: A perennial spread mostly by seeds from wiry spikes. New 

shoots grow from the roots. The black-seeded plantain (Plantago rugelii) is as common 

and similar to broadleaved plantain.  
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Common Purslane: A fleshy leaved summer annual that spreads by seed and rooting 

stems. It can be a weed in lawns newly seeded in spring or summer. Red stems are dis-

tinctive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buckhorn Plantain: A perennial spread by the many seeds on the wiry stalks and new 

shoots from the thick, fleshy roots. Numerous lateral shoots make it difficult to remove. 

Seeds are spread by lawnmowers and wet shoes.  

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow Wood Sorrel (Sourgrass): An annual lawn or garden weed spread by seeds shot 

from the elongated seedpods when ripe. Leaves resemble clover leaves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Management:  

New lawns. The greatest source of weed seeds in new lawns is the soil itself. Planting at the proper season with 

the right grasses and adequate fertilization at seeding time are the most important practices in minimizing weed 

problems. When planted in late summer, the grass plants will spread laterally and the turf will be dense and ma-

ture before most troublesome lawn weeds appear the following spring.  

 

Established lawns. The most common weeds can be greatly reduced by improved lawn care, including proper 

fertilization and mowing. It is recommended that you have the soil tested to determine pH and nutrient levels. 

Sometimes, however, weeds persist in spite of good maintenance. For small lawns or where there are only a few 

weeds, hand pulling as weeds appear can be good exercise and give good temporary results. Weeds can be pulled 

more easily after a heavy rain or watering.  

 

The use of herbicides to control weeds is more practical for large areas or difficult-to-pull weeds with deeper root 

systems and small patches of persistent weeds. Large areas can be treated with sprays or granular formulations, 

which provide reasonable weed control with minimal injury to turfgrass. Where weed infestation is serious 

(greater than 40%) and the turf condition is poor, consider a total renovation and replanting with a turfgrass mix-

ture well suited for your particular site. 

 

Herbicide Safety. Check the herbicide label for the proper way and most effective time to apply herbicides. 

When used according to directions on the package label, herbicides should not be a hazard to people, pets, 

turfgrass, or desirable plants in the garden or landscape. To avoid injury to sensitive ornamentals, it is best to use 

phenoxy herbicides such as 2,4-D or MCPP in the fall or early spring when temperatures are lower and herbicide 

volatility will be reduced and on days with little wind action. 
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Spot treatment.  Single clumps of broadleaf weeds can be spot treated, and formulations of herbicides are availa-

ble for small sites. For weeds such as quackgrass, orchardgrass and other perennial weed grasses, dig out the    

offending plants or spot treat with glyphosate and then reseed or sod the area.  

 

Larger area treatment.  The basic ingredient in many broadleaf weed killers (herbicides) is 2,4-D. Used alone, it 

controls a wide range of broadleaf weeds. Formulators often combine one or more chemicals with 2,4-D, such as 

MCPP or dicamba, to increase the number of weeds controlled. Such mixtures control many broadleaf weeds  

commonly found in lawns. Chemical control of broadleaf weeds is best accomplished in the fall or spring. 

 

A specific exception is the weed Veronica. Currently there are very limited options for effective control of       

Veronica. Ground ivy and wild violet are also perennial weeds that are exceptionally difficult to control in shaded  

lawns. Mixtures containing triclopyr aid in control of ground ivy, wild violet and Veronica. Repeated herbicide 

applications may eventually provide full control of these weeds.  

 

Illustrations of weeds courtesy of: Bing, Arthur and Ernest F. Schaufler. Weeds in Ornamental Plantings. Cornell 

University. Ithaca, NY. 12/77. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 

or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions.  
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