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 Ash Dieback 

Importance—White ash and green ash trees in forests, shelterbelts, and landscape plantings of the Northeastern 

and North Central United States are affected substantially by this malady. 

Identifying the Disease—Symptoms of abnormal growth are similar to those described 

for ash yellows. Epicormic sprouts and witches' brooms, indicators of MLO 

(mycoplasma-like organism) infection, have been associated with ash dieback. Stem 

and branch cankers caused by various fungi often lead to progressive crown dieback. 

Identifying the Causal Agents—Decline of ashes in the absence of MLO infection is 

usually due to multiple biotic and abiotic agents. Drought may be the primary cause of 

dieback in many areas. A list of other possible causal agents includes at least three 

viruses, two fungal pathogens (Cytospora pruinosa and Fusicoccum spp.), freeze 

damage, and air pollutants. 

Biology—The initial development of ash dieback frequently involves drought stress, which may be aggravated by 

freeze damage, or the presence of one or more opportunistic fungal pathogens or viruses. Stress induced by other 

agents may be worsened by MLO infections in white or green ash. 

Control—In forests, sites should be carefully selected and species composition managed to avoid having mature 

ashes on droughty sites. Tree stress may be reduced in landscape plantings by fertilization and irrigation during 

dry weather. 

New York State ash trees will soon be under attack from The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  An introduced insect 

that threatens all ash trees.  If your ash trees exhibit the symptoms described above please examine them for this 

insect.  IF you find evidence that suggests insect damage please contact your local Cooperative Extension 

Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer b available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must 

be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or 

registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or 

your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or 

regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling 

instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information 

should be interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to 

any information on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The 

information we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the 

manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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