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What’s happening? 

True armyworm (aka Common armyworm) larvae are being found across New York 

State. They do not overwinter in NY, but fly north from states to our south in the spring. 

Armyworm moth migrations are somewhat sporadic, cyclic from year to year, and difficult to 

predict. Our last notable infestations in NY occurred in 2001 and 2008. True armyworms are 

primarily a pest of plants in the grass family: forage / pasture /grasses & lawns, small grains and 

corn.  

  

True armyworm larvae are smooth, 

cylindrical, pale green to brownish 

when they are still small. Mature 

larvae are smooth and marked with 

two orange, white-bordered strips 

on each side. Larvae range in size 

from 1/8 inch to 1 1/2 inches long.  

 

 It seems that the adult moths blew 

into western NY on some storm 

systems in late May, and perhaps a 

week or two later in the North 

Country and Hudson Valley. From 

my observations, moths appear to 

have laid their eggs preferentially in 

wheat and pasture, and are now 

moving forward in large numbers 

(hence the “army” name) to mow 

down other fields of corn, pasture, and lawns! We are noticing caterpillars most in field crops, 

but in many sites they may have started in turfgrass. 

  

Although the field crops folks have been abuzz about this problem for almost 2 weeks, I re-

ceived my first call from a distraught homeowner on June 7, 2012. The caterpillars had gone 

through a wheat field across the road, had decimated her neighbor’s lawn and were now march 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. NYS College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell Univer-
sity, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooper-
ating. 

Picture Source: http://www.oisat.org/images/armywcht.jpg 



Armyworms—Page 2 

 

ing into her 5 acre property. Later that day, I was riding my bicycle in the Geneva area and no-

ticed the pavement moving. Believe me; bike rides haven’t been the same since! You can easily 

see large infestations at bike speed but even driving in a car.  Is the white stripe particularly 

marked up?  Is the road slick and greasy (with smooshed caterpillars)? 

  

Natural enemies, parasites and diseases are having a field day with the extremely high numbers 

of caterpillars. They will significantly reduce the impact of the next generation but will         

certainly not eliminate them. 

  

Turfgrass—what to look for 

If you are managing turf, beware! Properties bordering susceptible field crops are prime targets 

for the migrating large caterpillars that are on the move now. Once this batch becomes adults, 

all turf is fair game. So scout your lawns and golf courses. Use soap flushes (1-2 tablespoons of 

liquid dish soap in 1 gal. of water). If populations are caught early, they are relatively easy to 

control.  

  

If the initial influx of moths laid their eggs in turf, you may notice higher populations of cater-

pillars near lights where the adult moths congregated and lazily laid their eggs. These will be 

prime areas for looking for caterpillars in the next generation, and homeowners may be able to 

minimize infestations by leaving lights off at night when the moths are flying again in a few 

weeks. 

  

Turfgrass—caterpillar management 

Armyworms are affected by endophytically enhanced grasses. If chlorantraniliprole 

(Acelepryn) was applied to protect the grass from grubs and other insects, you will also be in 

luck. Otherwise, you will likely need to apply an insecticide to protect the grass. Many products 

available for use on turfgrass in NYS kill caterpillars. Acelepryn will still be effective if applied 

now (and will give season-long insect control). Several pyrethroids such as lambda-cyhalothrin 

and deltamethrin will work well with quick knock down.  Beware that pyrethroid applications 

typically result in a lot of dead caterpillars on the grass surface, which in high populations can 

really stink!  Spinosad will also be effective and should be used at the high rate for large (>1 

inch) caterpillars and is available in organically-approved formulations.  Bt products may be 

effective. 

  

Turfgrass—saving the lawn 

If armyworms have already ravaged a lawn, it will probably come back. Watering the lawn to 

cool it down and protect the crowns from baking in hot weather will increase your likelihood of 

regrowth. 
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representa-

tive thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application 

of the information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of 

the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for 

the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied 

endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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