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BLACK & YELLOW  SPIDER Argiope 
 

 
The life of Argiope  
You are most likely to see Argiope in the late summer and 
early autumn. This is when the females mature, becoming 
very large as they yolk up their eggs. The females will con-
struct one or more egg sacs in autumn. The egg sacs will be 
attached to vegetation near the website and can contain 
hundreds of eggs. The young hatch in autumn but remain 
inside the egg sac over winter. Spiderlings emerge from the 
egg sacs in the spring and build small webs deep in grass 
and other vegetation throughout the summer. As the spiders 
grow in size they tend build larger webs higher in the vege-
tation and thus more noticeable. Once mature, males stop 
building webs altogether and instead search for females 
with which to mate. Females will continue to build webs as 
adults.  
 
Is Argiope dangerous?  
Like almost all spiders, Argiope uses venom to subdue and 
digest its insect prey. But, they aren't particularly dangerous 
to people. Most spider bites result in nothing more than a 

sore, itchy swelling that goes away in a few days. Of course, it is always a good idea to not handle the spiders so 
that you don't get bitten! If an Argiope builds a web near your home or garden don't worry. They aren't especially 
aggressive and don't like to leave their webs. Instead take the opportunity to watch these fascinating spiders live 
their lives!  
Black and Yellow Garden Spiders are harmless to humans. Because they are large, many people 
fear them; however, not only are they harmless, but they do a lot of good. These spiders eat large 
amounts of such as flies, mosquitoes, and aphids 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 
materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 
sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 
State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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For additional images and information try http://www.fcps.edu/StratfordLandingES/Ecology/mpages/black_and_yellow_argiope.htm  
 


