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EASTERN WHITE PINE 

Pinus strobus Linnaeus 

 
Eastern white pine is one of the most widely distributed, beautiful, and useful forest 

trees native to New York. It grows naturally in a wide range of sites, from the steep 

mountainsides in the Adirondacks to the hillsides and valley swamps of central and 

western New York. The miles of stump fences still standing in the southwestern section 

of the state are evidence of the abundance of the tree at one time in this region. The 

wood is soft, even-textured, very light brown in color, and easily worked. The lumber 

has a wide range of uses for interior trim, sash and doors, boxes, and buckets. In fact, 

no other wood in the United States has such a wide range of uses. 

 

Bark - thin, smooth, and greenish in color on young trees, becoming deeply furrowed 

and grayish brown in color on older trees. 

 

Twigs - rather slender, brittle, light brown in color. 

 

Winter buds - sharp-pointed, yellowish brown in color. 

 

Leaves - needle-like, in clusters of 5, 3 to 5 inches long, bluish green in color, soft, 

flexible, staying on the twigs for 2 years. 

 

Fruit - a cone, 5 to 10 inches long, with short stalks, drooping, cylindrical, 1/2 inch in 

diameter, tending to curve from stem to apex, requiring 2 years to mature. Seeds - 2 

under each scale, winged, ripening in September. 

 

Distinguishing features - needles in clusters of 5; long, limber cone. 

 

What about it?  The pine tree is a large, narrow leaf evergreen tree with spirally 

arranged clusters of leaves. The fruit of the pine tree is a woody cone. The needles of 

the Austrian Pine are stiff and sharp-pointed when a cluster is pushed against the palm 

of the hand. They do not break easily when bent double. The leaves of the Eastern White Pine are slender and 

flexible. 

 

What is it used for? The pine tree can be used as an ornamental or for shade. It can also serve as a barrier, 

specimen, screen, windbreak, and lawn tree. 

 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it? 
The pine tree will tolerate somewhat poorly drained soils. It does best, however, in moist, well-drained, fertile 

soil.  When planting, pine trees should be spaced 50 feet apart, or 10-15 feet for a screen or windbreak 

What are its primary problems?  Insects and diseases common to the pine include pine needle scale, diplodia 



 

Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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tip blight, and white pine blister rust Some varieties of pine tree, 

such as the Eastern White Pine, are sensitive to air pollutants.   

The fast growing characteristic of white pines makes it highly 

susceptible to breakage during wind storms and heavy snowfall. 


