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Silver Maple  

Acer saccharinum  
 

Ornamental Characteristics 

 Size: Tree > 30 feet 

 Height: 50' - 70' (spread 35' - 50') 

 Leaves: Deciduous 

 Shape: oval to rounded 

 Other: med to fine textured foliage, silvery grey 

underneath, turning soft yellow in fall; silvery gray 

bark flakes off to expose orange inner bark 

 

Environmental Characteristics 

 Light: Full sun, Part shade 

 Hardy to zone: 3a 

 Soil pH: Can tolerate acid to alkaline soil (pH 5.0 to 8.0) 

 Salt tolerance: No information available. 

Moisture tolerance: See graph below 

 Other: fast growth; weak wooded - hazardous when large 

Insect Disease Damage 

 anthracnose; leaf spot; tar spot and more; weak wood subject to storm 

damage 

 

Additional Comments 

 transplants well bare root or B & B; vigorous; seeds freely; shallow roots will buckle sidewalks and clog 

drain tiles; good for poor soils where few other trees will survive. 

 

Cultivars 

 'Beebe Cutleaf Weeping' (pendulous branches and deeply incised leaves); 'Blair' (good form, structure and 

http://woodyplants.mannlib.cornell.edu/details.php?id=365#moisture_tolerance#moisture_tolerance


fall color); 'Silver Queen' (mostly male flowers, almost seedless); 'Skinneri' (incised leaves and graceful 

horizontal to semi-weeping form; best central leader and widest crotch angles) 
 

 

 

Galls are irregular plant growths which are stimulated by the interaction 

between plant hormones and growth-regulating chemicals produced by some 

insects and mites. The maker receives food and protection from the gall tissue. 

Gall populations fluctuate from year to year, occasionally becoming very 

abundant. Despite the aesthetic impact and premature leaf drop during 

outbreaks, tree vigor is not affected significantly. 

Tar spot diseases seldom are detrimental to the overall health 

of infected trees. Tar spots may cause premature defoliation, 

but are not known to kill trees. Tar spot diseases are best man-

aged by raking and destroying fallen leaves because the fungi 

overwinter on leaves. 

Maple decline is a term that is often used loosely by many 

diagnosticians to refer to more than one condition. There seem to 

be more reports of maple decline now than 20 years ago, possibly 

because it has become more widely accepted. Maple decline does 

not involve a consistent pathogen. An individual tree may exhibit 

symptoms caused by a combination of factors, with pathogens 

usually as secondary invaders. Stress factors might include 

mechanical injury, weather stress, girdling roots, deep planting, 

salt injury,  nutrient imbalance, grade changes, compaction, 

herbicide injury, or many other factors. Maple decline usually 

includes branch tip death, defoliation of enough leaves to give the 

tree a sparse look, and a slow decline of the tree over a number of 

years. 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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