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 Red Oak 

Quercus rubra 

(kwhere-kuss roo-bra) 

What about it? 

The red oak is a deciduous tree that grows to a height of 75 feet. Unlike the 

maples, it has alternating leaves and branches. There are several different species 

of oaks including; red, black, and white. White oaks have the rounded leaves and 

red and black have the sharply pointed lobes. Black oak leaf lobes cut in much 

deeper than the red oak lobes. All oaks produce acorns. Some folks say the white 

oak acorns are edible if you boil them for hours and hours to remove a substance 

called tannins. For the most part, though, acorns are a favorite food of squirrels. 

 

What is it used for? 

Red oaks are one of the fastest growing oaks and provide a good deal of shade. This makes them popular as lawn 

or street trees. Red oaks are very tolerant of urban conditions, which makes them a popular city park tree. Red 

oak leaves turn mellow shades of rusty-red, gold, or sandy-brown in the fall. 

 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it? 

Red oaks are tolerant of rather dry soil conditions. They should be planted 50 feet 

away from any other large tree. 

 

What are its primary problems? 

The red oaks can be troubled by scales, leaf blister, and Anthracnose. Oak wilt can 

be a major problem, but it has not been found anywhere north of Pennsylvania. 

Red oaks are also targets for galls. Galls are insect "homes" in the oak leaves. A 

mother insect will inject her eggs into a leaf along with a hormone that causes the 

leaf to puff into a big ball. This way the baby insect is protected from predators 

and when it hatches it doesn't have to search for its food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 

or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or 

regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling 

instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information 

should be interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to 

any information on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The 

information we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the 

manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


