
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 

COOPERATIVE 

EXTENSION OF 

ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 
NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

MAPLE— RED 

Red maple derives its name from its brilliant autumnal foliage. 

While common in swamps and moist slopes throughout New York, 

it is also abundant on dry slopes. Red maple is becoming more 

common as it typically reproduces well by seed and by sprouts from 

the stump following cutting. It is an extremely rapid-growing tree, 

furnishing a fairly strong, close-grained wood, and is used 

extensively for inexpensive furniture, in the manufacture of baskets 

and crates, for mine props, railroad ties, and fuel wood. The fruit, a 

samara, is an important wildlife food as it develops in the spring 

when other foods typically are not yet available. 

 

Bark—on young trunks smooth, light gray in color, often 

resembling beech; with age becoming darker and roughened into 

long ridges, often shaggy or scaly on surface with plates lifting on the upper or lower edge; bark character 

extremely variable on different trees in the same stand. Bark on medium sized trees often having a pattern of 

concentric rings. 

 

Twigs—rather slender, bright or dark red in color, without odor when cut or broken.  

Winter buds—broad, blunt-pointed, clustered, short stalk, red in color; terminal bud slightly larger than lateral 

buds; numerous large, plump flower buds along the twig.  

Leaves—simple, opposite, from 3 to 4 inches long, fully as wide, usually 3-lobed or rounded clefts of sugar 

maple; the clefts between lobes shallow and sharp angled as contrasted with 

deep clefts of silver maple; margins of leaf lobes coarsely serrate (with teeth); 

at maturity leaves light green in color above, pale greenish white below.  

Fruit—maple keys (samaras), in clusters on long stalks, ripening in late May 

or early June. Seeds joined more or less end on end and are often reddish. 

 

Outstanding features—red buds and twigs; sharp angle between leaf lobes, 

leaf edge having teeth, concentric circles on bark. 

 

Maple decline is a term that is often used loosely by many diagnosticians to 

refer to more than one condition. There seem to be more reports of maple 

decline now than 20 years ago, possibly because it has become more widely 

accepted. Maple decline does not involve a consistent pathogen. An individual 

tree may exhibit symptoms caused by a combination of factors, with 

pathogens usually as secondary invaders. Stress factors might include 

mechanical injury, weather stress, girdling roots, deep planting, salt injury, 
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nutrient imbalance, grade changes, compaction, herbicide injury, or many other factors. Maple decline usually 

includes branch tip death, defoliation of enough leaves to give the tree a sparse look, and a slow decline of the 

tree over a number of years. 

 
 

Tar spot diseases seldom are 

detrimental to the overall health of 

infected trees. Tar spots may cause 

premature defoliation, but are not 

known to kill trees. Tar spot diseases 

are best managed by raking and 

destroying fallen leaves because the 

fungi overwinter on leaves. 

Galls are irregular plant growths which are 

stimulated by the interaction between plant 

hormones and growth-regulating chemicals 

produced by some insects and mites. The 

maker receives food and protection from the 

gall tissue. Gall populations fluctuate from year 

to year, occasionally becoming very abundant. 

Despite the aesthetic impact and premature leaf 

drop during outbreaks, tree vigor is not affected 

significantly. 



 
Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 

 

Updated 2012 lsk12 
Source:  
 http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/entfacts/ef404.asp 


