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 Honey Locust 

Gleditsia triacanthos 

(gli-dit-sia try-ah-kan-thos) 

What about it? 

The honey locust is a deciduous tree with alternating buds and branches. It will 

grow 50 to 60 feet tall. The branches are decorated by large thorns. The leaves are 

6-10 inches long and are made up of 25-30 leaflets. In the fall the honey locust 

tree produces pods that look like twisted beans. This indicates that the honey 

locust tree is a legume, a plant in the bean family that produces nitrogen. The 

leaflets turn yellow in autumn and the pods turn a dark brown. Popular cultivars of 

honey locust are:  

 

The Sunburst honey locust grows to 70 feet, with an open, spreading crown and 

distinctive horizontal branching habit. Free of the nasty thorns and messy pods of 

other more primitive locusts, the Sunburst nevertheless has a massive, shallow rooting habit that can heave 

sidewalks and curbs if not given enough room. Shademaster is podless and 

thornless.  

 

Shademaster features upright ascending then spreading branches which produce 

an irregularly vase shaped form and a slightly rectangular outline. An excellent 

street tree, its upright branch structure lends itself to pruning for traffic clearance. 

 

What is it used for? 

Honey locusts are not very dense but have an upright, spreading shape and, 

therefore, make a great shade tree. They also can be trimmed as large hedges. 

 

Where does it grow?  

How do we grow it? Honey locusts tolerate most soils and are very winter hardy. Plant 50 feet apart. 

 

What are its primary problems? 

The thorns on the honey locusts are very large and can pose a 

potential hazard. There are now many thornless cultivars 

available. The tree produces many pods and can be viewed as a 

maintenance problem. The leaflets are very small and do not 

pose a maintenance problem. However, they are late to leaf in the 

spring. Honey locusts are also susceptible to mites, pod gall 

midge, plant bugs, and mimosa webworm. 

The pod gall midge is an interesting critter, 

though. Look closely for gall, which are 

individual leaves. The galls formed by the 

insect are actually the homes or the cradles 

of the newly hatched midges.  

 

Pod Gall damage 

Pod Gall Midge 



 

his publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Specialist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.    

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or 

regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling 

instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information 

should be interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to 

any information on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The 

information we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the 

manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


