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Green Ash  

Fraxinus pennsylvanica  

(frax-i-nus pen-sil-van-ih-cah) 

What about it? 

The green ash is a medium-sized, deciduous tree with opposite 

buds and pinnately compound leaves. Its growth rate is rapid, 

and mature height is 50-60 feet. Bark is furrowed into diamond-

shaped ridges. 

What is it used for? 

The green ash is a great shade tree. Because of its tolerance to 

poor soil conditions, it often grows successfully where other 

species will not survive. It does require a position in full 

sunlight in order to grow well. 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it? 

The green ash is tolerant of wet soils and alkaline conditions. Its 

climate range includes all of the United States. They should be 

planted 50 feet away from other large trees to prevent stress 

from competition for light and nutrients. 

What are its primary problems? 

Sometimes ashes are plagued by a fungus called Ash dieback. Also, the green ash can be weak-wooded. 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was initially detected in North America around 

Detroit in 2002 and has since spread to 13 states and two Canadian provinces, killing 

hundreds of millions of Ash trees in rural and urban settings. The natural spread of 

EAB is slow; often less than five miles per year. However, the only explanation for 

the rapid and long-distance dispersal that has occurred since 2002 is the long distance 

movement of firewood and infested nursery stock by people. 

“It is not a question of if it (EAB) gets here, but when.” states Mark Whitmore, a 

Forest Entomologist in the Dept. of Natural Resources. “This beetle has the potential 

to forever change the face of our forests and the impact will be felt by all 

communities in New York.” Ash trees comprise about 10% of the trees in NY’s hardwood forests and provide 

specialty products like tool handles and baseball bats. Ash trees are even more valuable in urban areas because 



they are commonly planted along streets and in landscaping. 

General emerald ash borer information: 

The website of the NY Invasive Species Clearinghouse (http://NYIS.INFO) is 

the CCE repository and reference site for emerald ash borer information. Guides 

to EAB identification include: the US Forest Service EAB Pest Alert http://

nyis.info/Insects/PDF/EAB_Field_Guide_USFS.pdf, and the USFS 

Emerald Ash Borer Field Guide http://nyis.info/Insects/PDF/

EAB_PestAlert_USAD_FS.pdf. Emerald ash borer research information can be 

found at the New York State Invasive Species Research Institute website (http://

nyisri.org). General questions regarding emerald ash borer in New York should be 

directed to Mark Whitmore at: mcw42@cornell.edu. 

Traps help monitor for EAB 



 
Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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