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  Gray Birch; Clump Birch 

Betula populifolia 

(betch-yule-ah pop-yoo-li-fole-ee-ah) 

 

What about it? 

The gray birch is a deciduous tree. Deciduous is a term that means these trees will lose 

their leaves every year. There are several different kinds of birch trees, but the gray birch 

is particularly popular because it has a beautiful white, papery bark. Native Americans 

use the bark to make pouches and containers or for writing and drawing. Birch trees are 

usually small and multi-stemmed. The leaves are 2-3 inches long, triangular and double 

toothed, or serrated, and they alternate with each other along the stem. Their seeds form 

into pendant clusters called catkins. 

 

What is it used for? 

Birches are handsome trees that are planted primarily for decoration. Their white bark will 

stand out from a backdrop of an ordinary green lawn. They will grow up to 50 feet tall and 

have a loose to open density. They tend to have an oval or irregular shape. If you are coor-

dinating your fall colors, birch leaves turn a light yellow color, like margarine. 

 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it? 

Birches like sunshine so give them all they can get. Their roots will tolerate both dry, grav-

elly soil and very moist soil. The USDA winter hardiness number is 4, which means they will survive anywhere 

in New York. Birches should be planted 25 feet apart. If you need to move a birch tree, wait until spring and be 

sure to "ball and burlap" it. 

 

What are its primary problems? 
The #1 complaint about birches is that they don't live long enough. They are plagued by the dreaded Birch Leaf 

Miner and Bronze Birch Borer. The borer bores into tree trunks and kills them.  River Birch,  Betula nigra is 

more disease resistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sapsucker bird and damage 

Bronze Birch Borer damage Birch Leaf Miner 

http://www.carnegiemnh.org/graphics/adopt/birds/Sapsucker.jpg
http://www.naturalwaylawn.com/assets/images/tree/insects/bronze_birch_borer_reg.jpg
http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/eseries3/images/articles/medium_E-50-W_amg33.jpg
http://woodypests.cas.psu.edu/Insects/BirchLeafminer/BLMAdult2.jpg


 

his publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions 

and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be inter-

preted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any infor-

mation on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information 

we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling 

and instructions. (October 2009) 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


