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 Flowering Dogwood  

Cornus florida  (corn-us flor-ih-dah) 

What about it?  
The flowering dogwood is a small, deciduous understory tree native to North 

America. It has a round shape and a horizontal branching habit. The leaves of the 

dogwood are arranged opposite one another and have a whitish tinge underneath. 

The flowers are yellowish-green and bloom in mid-May. The fruit of the dogwood 

is red and in the fall the leaves will turn red as well. The bark of the flowering 

dogwood is referred to as alligator bark because of its unusual checkered design. 

A dogwood can grow up to 30 feet tall. 

  

What is it used for?  
The flowering dogwood is one of the most popular landscape trees in North 

America. This is probably because of its small size and seasonal interest, i.e., springtime flowers and fruit, bright 

autumn leaves, and winter buds and bark.  

 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
The flowering dogwood can grow in either sun or shade. However, for the best 

flowering, a dogwood should be grown in slight shade. These trees also prefer 

moist, fertile, well-drained, preferably acidic soils. They should be spaced 25 feet 

apart. Flowering dogwood trees are considered “bleeders,” which means they 

bleed sap, if pruned during late winter. Summer is an ideal time to take care of any 

pruning tasks that may be needed since these plants do not bleed sap during this 

time. 

 

What are its primary problems?  
Flowering dogwood flower buds are susceptible to winter injury from very cold weather. However, in milder 

climates the flowering dogwood is susceptible to crown rot as well as the dreadful dogwood borer. Also, canker 

has become quite prevalent in some areas. Dogwood anthracnose can be a limiting factor. In fact, anthracnose 

epidemics are destroying many dogwoods in the U.S. Kousa dogwood is more resistant to the disease and is 

recommended for planting; it is also recommended for zones 4– 8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or 

registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or 

your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.     

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regarding 

any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to 

check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as 

an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide is no 

substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


