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Callery Pear, Bradford Pear 

Pyrus calleryana   

Rosaceae 

Habitat 

 Native to Korea and Japan  

 Zone 5 

 Habit and Form 

 A medium-sized deciduous tree 

 Tear-drop shaped in youth and spreading 

out with age 

 30' to 40' tall and about one-third as wide 

 Fast growth rate 

 Medium texture 

 

Summer Foliage 

 Alternate, deciduous leaves 

 Simple, ovate leaves with crenate margins 

 Leaves are leathery and usually quite glabrous 

 2" to 3" long and almost as wide 

 Leaves are held on a long petiole, almost 2" glossy, dark green 

leaf color 

 

Autumn Foliage 

 Reds, purples, and oranges 

 Very attractive leaves tend to hold late, freezes could happen 

before color fully develops 

 

Flowers 

 White flowers 

 Flower form corymbs about 3" in diameter 

 Usually flowers peak before leaf set 



 Flowers late April to early May 

 Very attractive, slightly malodorous 

 

 

Fruit 

 Round pome fruit 

 Small, only about 0.5" in diameter 

 Fruit is covered in russet dots 

 Olive-brown to tan color, not ornamentally significant 

 

Bark 

 Light brown to gray, develops horizontal lenticels with 

age 

 

 

Culture 

 Easily transplanted during dormant season 

 Very adaptable 

 Tolerant of dry and hot conditions 

 Full sun 

 Fireblight resistant, depending on cultivar selection 

 

 

Landscape Use 

 For showy, fragrant flowers 

 Specimen 

 Street tree 

 Excellent for small residential landscapes 

 Screen 

 Mass 

 Great 3 season tree, flowers, fall color and unique winter habit 

 

Liabilities 

 Tree tends to split with age, because of tight crotch angles 

 Limb breakage from wind, snow, and ice 

 

ID Features 

 Large malodorous white flowers 

 Tear-drop shaped tree 

 Alternate leaf arrangement 

 Miniature pears on tree 

 Large terminal buds, 0.5" long and extremely hairy 



Propagation 

 By cuttings 

 

 

Cultivars/Varieties 

'Aristocrat' - This oval-pyramidal cultivar is preferable to 'Bradford', as its limbs feature a wider branching 

angle that makes the tree less likely to split. It reaches 35' tall with a slightly more narrow spread and has wavy 

leaf margins. It flowers slightly later than other cultivars. It expressed the same cold-hardiness as 'Bradford', but 

may be more susceptible to fireblight. 

'Autumn Blaze' - Widely considered the hardiest cultivar available, this selection is also notable for its rounded 

habit to 35' tall. The fall foliage is a reliable red-purple, but the plant is prone to fireblight and bears some thorns 

on its branches. 

'Bradford' - One of the most common and recognizable ornamental trees in the American landscape, this early-

flowering tree is popular for its dense branching and broadly pyramidal habit to 50' tall and 40' wide. It grows 

quickly as a young tree and offers good resistance to fireblight. However, this tree has a genetic predisposition to 

form tight branch crotch angles that are points of weakness. Thus, unless pruned the tree will eventually split 

under its weight due to high winds, storms, ice, snowload, etc. It is therefore strongly recommended that other 

cultivars be utilized. Regardless of cultivar, Pyrus calleryana is wholly overused in the landscape, leading to 

monotony and boredom. The rigid habit of the plant also makes the species appear out-of-place in most 

situations. Other plant choices should generally be investigated when P. calleryana is called for. 

'Capital' - Originally conceived as a substitute for the doomed Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra 'Italica'), this 

cultivar is strikingly fastigiate. It grows to 35' tall, but only spreads 10'. The glossy green foliage turns red-purple 

come fall, but the cultivar appears to possess very strong susceptibility to fireblight. This disease problem may 

recommend against its use. 

'Glen's Form' (Chanticleer®, also known as 'Select', 'Cleveland Select', 'Stone Hill' and 'Stonehill') - 

Considered perhaps the finest selection for contemporary use, this plant assumes an upright, pyramidal habit to 

30' tall and 15' wide. It is much narrower than 'Bradford', and also is longer-lived and perhaps hardier. It shows 

good fireblight resistance and attractive red-purple fall color. 

'Fauriei' (also listed as Pyrus fauriei or P. calleryana var. fauriei) - This plant grows more slowly to form a 40' 

pyramidal-rounded tree. It flowers heavily, but is not as fine an ornamental as other types. The fall foliage colors 

yellow to red earlier than other types, plus the leaves are not retained as long. It is not offered as commonly as 

other types. 

'Jaczam' (Jack™) and 'Jilzam' (Jill™) - This pair of new selections is notable for dwarf habit, dense growth 

and a mature size less than half that of standard forms (to 20' tall and wide). The habit is rounded, with lustrous 

foliage and white flowers. 

'Redspire' - This pyramidal-oval selection is looser in form than 'Bradford', with growth that is slower and 

earlier fall color with shades of yellow to red. It is, however, more prone to fireblight infection than 'Bradford'. 

'Whitehouse' - Released by the U.S. National Arboretum, this plant grows much more narrowly than 'Bradford'. 

It forms a fastigiate pyramid with ascending branches to 40' tall and only 15' wide. It flowers about a week later 

than other cultivars and develops fall color earlier. Despite initial claims of superiority, it has been observed that 

this tree is heavily afflicted by leaf diseases that render it problematic in the landscape. This trait makes it inferior 

to other forms. 

Callery pears, Pyrus calleryana, have earned both a 2005 Urban Tree of the Year award 

(for the Chanticleer cultivar) and a place on the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service list of 

highly invasive plants in the Mid-Atlantic.  

http://www.thefreelibrary.com/

Landscaper's+darling+hybridizes+into+an+environmental+nuisance%3a...-

a0200340738 



 
Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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