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   BLACK CHERRY 
Prunus serotina Ehrhart 

 
 

Black cherry is the largest and most valuable of the cherry trees in New York State. It prefers rich bottomlands 

and moist hillsides, but is found also in drier situations. It is common in most sections of the state, though seldom 

found above an altitude of 3000 feet in the Adirondacks. Its wood is light, strong, hard, close-grained with pale 

reddish brown heartwood and is much in demand for cabinetmaking, interior finishing, tools, ties and fence posts. 

It is a valuable fast-growing timber and wildlife food tree and should be encouraged in woodlots. 

Bark - at first smooth, reddish brown in color, marked with easily seen, long, white breathing pores; with age 

becoming much roughened by irregular, close, dark scaly circular plates with upturned edges. 

Twigs - slender, smooth, reddish brown in color, having bitter almond taste which is characteristic of all cherries. 

Winter buds - smooth, ovate, 1/8 to 1/6 inch long, sharp-pointed, chestnut brown in color; terminal bud present. 

Leaves - alternate, simple, 2 to 5 inches long, lanceolate, broader than are those of pin cherry, fairly long-pointed, 

margin finely serrate, tufts of hair along midrib on undersurface of leaf. 

Fruit - a single-seeded juicy fruit, about 1/2 inch in diameter, grouped on very short stems, in long scattered, 

drooping clusters, purplish black when ripe in late summer. Birds and animals eat the fruit, though its flavor is 

decidedly bitter. 

Distinguishing features - long white pores on young bark; dark scaly, circular, saucer-like plates in older bark; 

hairy midrib below on leaf; fruit in short-stemmed clusters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Specialist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or 

regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling 

instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information 

should be interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to 

any information on pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The 

information we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the 

manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 

 
Updated 2012 lsk12 

Source http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/tree/blackcherry.htm 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wild+black+cherry+tree&view=detail&id=705E88312CCE965141941796391C1C21FC3DCDED&first=225 

  

Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


