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Basswood, American Linden  

Tilia americana  

(til-ee-ah ah-mer-ih-can-ah) 

 

What about it?  
The basswood is a large tree native to North America. Its Latin name is thought 

to come from the Greek word "ptilon" which means feather, and refers to the 

feathery nature of the seed bracts. Lindens have been admired throughout time 

for their symmetrical nature and large, heart-shaped leaves. Traditionally, lindens 

are the trees under which judges sit at the time of sentencing and are also the hid-

ing place for gnomes and fairies.  

 

What is it used for?  
Basswoods are often used as specimen trees in large gardens and estates. Lindens 

vary in size, with the basswood being one of the largest. Basswoods prefer deep, rich, moist soils. They are also 

used in urban environments to line streets, although they are not very tolerant of pollution.  

 

Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
Basswoods prefer a place in the full sun but will grow in light shade. They are 

fairly winter tolerant, at least to temperatures around -10° F. Basswoods are not 

too fussy about their soil conditions either. However, if you notice that spring foli-

age is slow to sprout and/or the autumn leaves are dropping early, this is a sign 

that the soil needs improvement. Basswoods should be planted 40 feet apart.  

 

What are its primary problems? Basswoods sometimes are affected by sooty 

mold fungus. This fungus grows on the sticky excretions left behind by insects. 

Anthracnose and leafspots can also afflict basswoods.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sooty mold - To prevent sooty mold, control the insects. The 

insects involved are small and may be present in large numbers. 

Trees and shrubs should be observed frequently during the 

growing season for honeydew and insects. At the first sign of 

aphids, mealy bugs, whiteflies, or other insects, an insecticide may 

need to be used.  

Anthracnose is a common foliage disease of shade trees.. Symptoms occur on sycamore, ash, maple, oak, 

walnut, linden, hickory, and other deciduous trees. Anthracnose is caused by a number of different but 

closely related fungi. Each fungus is specific to the host tree it affects. In most cases, although symptoms 

may appear serious, damage caused by anthracnose is minimal and does not seriously harm established 

shade trees. If the outbreak is severe a fungicide treatment schedule may be necessary. 

Leaf spot is a common descriptive term applied to a number of diseases affecting the foliage of ornamentals 

and shade trees. The majority of the leaf spots are caused by a variety of fungal pathogens, but some are 

caused by bacteria. The good news is these foliage diseases usually reduce only the aesthetic value of the 

affected tree. Occasionally, however, a severe outbreak may cause early leaf drop and dieback of tree parts. 

With repeated infection, trees become more susceptible to attack by other diseases, insects, and winter 

injury.  If the outbreak is severe a fungicide treatment schedule may be necessary. 



 

his publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 

or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  


