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Woodpeckers (family Picdae) 
Species that are more likely to cause nuisances in New York: 

• Downy woodpecker, Picoides pubescens  
• Hairy woodpecker, Picoides villosus  
• Yellow-bellied sapsucker, Sphyrapicus varius  
• Red-bellied woodpecker, Melanerpes carolinus  
• Northern (a.k.a. "common") flicker, Colaptes auratus  
• Pileated woodpecker, Dryocopus pileatus  

Size: 
The downy woodpecker is the smallest, at 6 1/2". The sapsucker and the hairy woodpecker are both 8–9 
1/2" (hairy looks like a larger version of the downy). The red-bellied woodpecker is 9–10 1/2", and the flicker is 
12–14." The pileated is the largest, about the size of a crow, at 16–19 1/2". 

Signs of their presence: 
• The bird itself is the most obvious sign. 
• Sounds: drumming, drilling, and calls. The sound of the cartoon character, Woody Woodpecker, was 

based on the call of the pileated woodpecker. 
• Holes in trees, utility poles, and buildings.  

Diet: 
Mostly wood-boring insects, but they'll also eat berries, beech nuts, acorns, seeds, fruits, and suet. Sapsuckers 
also feed on tree sap (surprise) and the inner bark of trees. Poison ivy berries are a winter staple for them. Wood-
peckers eat insect pests, such as carpenter ants (a winter staple for the pileated), woodboring ants and beetles, 
bark lice, wasps, and carpenter bees. Flickers feed on ants on the ground. The other woodpeckers feed on trees. 
Red-bellied woodpeckers cache food. 

Typical activity patterns: 
Social style: Pairs may interact for about half the year. 
Daily activity: Diurnal, with peaks at dawn and dusk. 
Hibernator? No. 
Migrates? Downy, hairy, red-bellied, and pileated woodpeckers remain in New York all year. Flickers in northern 
New York migrate, but those in the southern regions remain. The sapsucker migrates. 

Where found: 
Distribution in NY and the Northeast: Widespread in New York, but abundance varies by species. 
Habitat: Open mixed woods with dead trees (some prefer bottomlands), woodland edges, orchards, rural, subur-
ban, and urban areas with trees (especially if there's a good supply of suet), parks. Some woodpeckers use 
wooded swamps, fields and meadows, and some need large trees. The pileated likes a larger area that combines 
second-growth and mature trees, often near a river or wooded swamp. Red-bellied woodpeckers prefer to nest in 



dead limbs in living trees, competing with starlings for these cavities. Sapsuckers prefer to nest in aspens, and in 
trees with rotten heartwood. Some woodpeckers create new cavities each year (downy and hairy) while others re-
use their holes (flicker). 
 
Territory and home range: Most are territorial just in a small area around their nests. 

Breeding habits: 
Pair bonding style: Monogamous. 
Breeding dates: April–June. 
Egg-laying dates: April–June. May have 2–3 broods/yr. 
Clutch size: 3–7, usually 4–5. 
Incubation lasts: 11–18 days. 
Fledging dates: 20–30 days after the eggs are laid. 
Amount of time young remain with parents beyond fledging date: Downy woodpeckers stay with their parents for 
3 weeks after fledging. Hairy woodpeckers feed their young for a few days after they fledge. The young leave as 
soon as they can feed themselves. 

Common nuisance situations: 
Time of year: Most damage occurs from March through June. In the early spring, they drum to proclaim their ter-
ritories and attract mates. Then they'll create nest cavities. From summer through fall, they seek insects and roost-
ing sites. They may forage, nest, or roost in buildings. 

• Buildings that are near wooded areas with high woodpecker populations are more vulnerable. 
• They prefer cedar and redwood siding but will damage pine, fir, and other woods. 
• They don't often damage composite wood or Masonite. 
• Untreated or stained wood is preferred over painted wood. 
• Wood painted in earth tones (dark brown, red, or green) is more attractive to them than white, pastel, or 

brightly colored wood. 
• Try to distinguish between the signs of woodpecker drumming and feeding. Why? Drumming will stop on 

its own and generally causes little damage. Foraging can cause more damage, and it means that the build-
ing is infested with insects, usually carpenter bees, leaf-cutter bees, or grass bagworms. Ask customers 
about the noise. A rapid-fire, loud, and continuous drill—or any banging on metal—is the sign of drum-
ming, which only happens in the spring. They don't excavate any wood while drumming. When wood-
peckers search for insects, the sound is often a bit more sporadic and may be quieter.  

 
 
What are they doing? 

• Drumming. In the spring, woodpeckers will peck on a variety of resonant objects, such as a hollow or dry 
tree; aluminum siding; metal roofs, gutters, drainpipes, chimneys, chimney caps, vents, stove and pipes; 
cars; canoes; mailboxes; garbage cans; the trim and fascia boards of a wood, brick, or stucco building; and 
even metal road signs. Drumming may leave small, shallow dents in wood, usually no more than 1" 
across. Look for the dents clustered along the corners of buildings, or on the trim or fascia boards. Some 
people may find the noise annoying. 

• Chiseling foraging holes in wooden buildings (siding, eaves, trim boards, even window frames) or utility 
poles. Certain building materials are more prone to insect invasion, such as grooved plywood siding (a.k.a. 
"T-111," a mimic of board-and-batten siding), so they're more vulnerable to woodpecker damage, too. 
Woodpeckers also prefer anything made of cedar.  

• In T-111, look for this sign of woodpecker feeding damage: horizontal rows of small holes across 
the siding or the fascia.  

• Cedar clapboards, resawn shakes, tongue-and-groove, or board-and-batten siding: very small holes 
clustered on the fascia boards (could also be caused by drumming).  

• Cedar shakes or shingles: in addition to the very small holes clustered on the fascia boards, you 
may see: vertical rows of 3–6 small holes that follow the crack between two shingles up into the 



overlapping shingle; or large and small holes along the corners of the building, at the bottom of the 
shingle; or holes clustered near wires, which the woodpeckers used as perches.  

• Drilling larger holes into wooden buildings to create roosts and nests. These holes are usually only slightly 
wider than the bird, and are either round, rectangular, or gourd-shaped. They seem to prefer a hard outer 
shell and soft inner cavity, which they usually find in a dead tree—or cedar building. They will drill into 
the insulation, in which they'll hollow out their nest or roost. Woodpeckers often create several holes be-
fore settling down to business. Nesting holes are excavated late April–May. Roosts are usually created in 
the late summer through fall, as the birds prepare for winter. Woodpeckers are more likely to excavate 
roosts and nests in buildings with board-and-batten, clapboard, or tongue-and-groove siding than those 
with shingles or shakes.  

• In cedar clapboards: nest and roost holes are usually drilled on the seam between two clapboards, 
and may be found throughout the siding.  

• In board-and-batten: these holes are usually seen on the batten between two boards, throughout the 
siding (some preference for corners).  

• In tongue-and-groove: corner holes are more typical, but you may see at the seam of two boards.  
• In resawn shakes and shingles: generally, corner holes, usually between two shingles, where the 

top and bottom meet.  
• Sapsuckers may also feed on ornamental or fruit trees, boring a series of small holes (1/4–3/8") in parallel 

rows in the trunks or branches of healthy trees. (Nearby trees of the same species may be left untouched.) 
These holes sometimes girdle the tree, and create wounds that may be invaded by insects or diseases. 

• Woodpeckers will sometimes feed on fruits and nuts from orchards and backyard trees, but this isn't much 
of a problem in the northeast.  

Legal status in New York: 
Federally protected migratory birds (under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act). 

Best practices 
• If your customer plans on building in a forested suburb or rural area, or in an area that's suffered previous 

woodpecker damage, tell them to use brick, aluminum, vinyl, stone, or steel siding when possible. 
• For better results, begin your control program as soon as damage starts.  

 
 
To stop drumming: 

• First, talk to your customers. The simplest solution is to live with the noise. Padding placed behind the 
area where the birds drum will soften the noise. The drumming will stop. 

• Hang strips of aluminum foil or mylar tape (3–4" wide, 4 feet long) mirrors, aluminum pie tins, or a hand-
held windmill (kid's toy) in the area that's been damaged. The strips need to hang freely so they can blow 
in the wind. Brightly colored wind socks can be hung at the corners of the building. 

• Play woodpecker distress calls, followed by the call of a predator, such as a sharp-shinned hawk 
(BirdGard® offers an electronic system). Playing a radio, banging on pots and pans, shouting, using noise-
makers, or spraying them with water from a garden hose may work. 

• Hawk or owl models and scare-eye balloons can be mounted over the site. Models that move in the wind 
are generally more effective. 

• Attach lightweight nylon or plastic bird netting or 1/4" hardware cloth to the outer edge of the eaves, and 
then angle it down and attach it to the wood siding. The netting needs to hang out at least 3" from the 
building, or the woodpeckers will be able to reach through it. 

• To seal a hole in siding and stop more damage: cover with flashing (aluminum sheets) soon after damage 
has begun.  

 
 
 
 



To stop foraging: 
• You must get rid of the insects and prevent them from re-infesting the building. First, remove any insects. 

Then seal the gaps that let them in. Paint the siding for even more protection—better to use white, pastels, 
or bright colors—avoid those dark brown, red, and green earth tones. Use an oil-based paint or polyure-
thane to seal gaps and create a hard finish that deters carpenter bees. 

• Board-and-batten: run a wire through the gaps to remove any insects. Then seal the gaps with wood putty 
or caulk. 

• Cedar siding: remove loose knots, then fill holes with wood putty. 
• T-111: scrape along the vertical grooves to remove any bugs, then caulk along the grooves. Painting the 

siding helps a lot. 
• Shakes/shingles: a tough situation! It's hard to prevent insect infestations in a shingled building, and to re-

move the bugs. The house can be sprayed with pesticides by someone with a commercial pesticide appli-
cator license. Replace damaged shingles. Frightening techniques may keep woodpeckers away. 

• Holes and tunnels made by carpenter bees can be sealed with cork, wooden dowels, or wood putty. 
• To seal a hole in siding and stop more damage: cover with flashing (aluminum sheets) soon after damage 

has begun. 
• Attach lightweight nylon or plastic bird netting or 1/4" hardware cloth to the outer edge of the eaves, and 

then angle it down and attach it to the wood siding. The netting needs to hang out at least 3" from the 
building, or the woodpeckers will be able to reach through it. 

• Drape bird netting over the canopy and trunk of a small tree that's suffering from sapsucker damage. For 
larger trees, loosely wrap 1/4" hardware cloth or burlap around the trunk or limbs. If the damage is caused 
by one of the other species, remember that they are after insects, not sap. Downy, hairy, red-bellied and 
pileated woodpeckers, and the northern flicker, don't generally create holes in healthy trees.  

 
 
To stop nesting and roosting: 

• Frighten the woodpeckers away from the building as soon as you hear them begin to drill the hole. Follow 
the tips in the section on drumming. 

• If they're not nesting yet, seal all the holes (of course, make sure the birds aren't inside before you start). 
• If they're already nesting, wait until the young fledge (usually, mid-summer), then seal the holes.  

Preferred killing methods: 
Any lethal strategy requires a federal depredation permit from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and then a state 
permit from the DEC. Follow the conditions on your federal permit. Preferred techniques include: CO2 chamber; 
shooting; and stunning followed by cervical dislocation, chest compression, or decapitation 

Control strategies that don't work particularly well, or aren't legal in New York: 
• Ultrasonics don't work. Birds can't hear them. 
• No pesticides (including repellents) are registered for use against woodpeckers on buildings or trees.  

For more information: 
• Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology (Woodpeckers: Damage, Prevention and Control)  

This publication  may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides 
distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide 
use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your 
regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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DOWNY WOODPECKER (Picoides pubescens) 
 
The smallest and most common American woodpecker, the Downy Woodpecker is found throughout most of 
North America from Alaska to Florida. It lives in a variety of habitats from wilderness forests to urban back-
yards, and comes readily to bird feeders. 

Description 
• Small woodpecker.  
• Black and white plumage.  
• Plain white back.  
• Small, pointed bill. 
• Size: 14-17 cm (6-7 in)  
• Wingspan: 25-30 cm (10-12 in)  
• Weight: 21-28 g (0.74-0.99 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Male with red patch on back of head, female with black patch. 

Sound 
Call note a sharp "pik." Also a harsh rattle or whinny. 

Conservation Status 
Widespread and abundant. May be slightly increasing in some areas. 

Other Names 
Pic mineur (French) 

Cool Facts 
• The Downy Woodpecker is a frequent member of mixed species flocks in winter. The woodpecker is 

less vigilant looking for predators and more successful at foraging when in such a flock. It will readily 
join chickadees or other birds mobbing a predator, but it remains quiet and does not actually join in the 
mobbing.  

• Male and female Downy Woodpeckers may stay in the same areas in winter, but they divide up where 
they look for food. The male feeds more on small branches and weed stems, and the female feeds more 
on large branches and the trunks of trees. Males appear to keep the females from foraging in the more 
productive spots. When the male is removed from a woodlot, the female shifts her foraging to the 
smaller branches.  

• The Downy Woodpecker uses sources of food that larger woodpeckers cannot, such as the insect fauna 
of weed stems. It will cling to goldenrod galls to extract the gall fly larvae. The woodpecker prefers lar-
ger galls, and uses the exit tube constructed by the larva to extract it.  

• The Downy Woodpecker varies gradually across its range. Larger birds are found in the north and at 
higher elevations, while smaller birds live in the south and at lower elevations. Western woodpeckers 
tend to have less white in the wings and less black on the outer tail feathers. 

Sources used to construct this page: 
Jackson, J. A., and H. R. Ouellet. 2002. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens). In The Birds of North 
America, No. 613 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 
 



THE HAIRY WOODPECKER picoides villosus 
 
The most widespread resident woodpecker in North America, the Hairy Woodpecker is one of the most fa-
miliar too. It comes readily to bird feeders and is found in a variety of habitats. 

Description 
• Medium-sized woodpecker.  
• Black and white plumage.  
• Plain white back.  
• Bill thick and rather long. 
• Size: 18-26 cm (7-10 in)  
• Wingspan: 33-41 cm (13-16 in)  
• Weight: 40-95 g (1.41-3.35 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Male with red patch on back of head, female with black patch. 

Sound 
Call note a sharp "peek." Also a harsh rattle. Drum is very  
fast, with abrupt beginning and end. 

Conservation Status 
Common and widespread. May be declining slightly in some areas. 

Other Names 
Pic chevelu (French) 
Carpintero-velloso mayor (Spanish) 

Cool Facts 
• The Hairy Woodpecker shows a great deal of morphological variation across its broad range, with 

more than 17 recognized subspecies. Northern birds tend to be larger than those farther south. West-
ern birds are dark underneath and have few spots on the wings, while eastern birds are white under-
neath and have extensive spotting. Hairies in the Rocky Mountains are white below, but have few 
spots on their wings. Populations on islands often are distinctive.  

• Across most of North America the Hairy Woodpecker can be found at a variety of elevations from 
sea level to high in the mountains. In Central America, it is restricted to the higher mountain forests.  

• The Hairy and Downy woodpeckers occur together throughout most of their ranges. The Downy 
Woodpecker uses smaller branches while the Hairy Woodpecker tends to spend more time on the 
trunk. It might be thought that the larger woodpecker excludes the smaller one from more productive 
foraging spots, but it appears that just the reverse is true. In the Bahamas, where the Downy Wood-
pecker does not occur, the Hairy Woodpecker uses the branches more frequently.  

• The Hairy Woodpecker is attracted to the heavy blows a Pileated Woodpecker makes when it is exca-
vating a tree. The hairy forages in close association with the larger woodpecker, pecking in the deep 
excavations and taking insects that the pileated missed.  

Sources used to construct this page: 
 
Jackson, J. A., H. R. Ouellet, and B. J. S. Jackson. 2002. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus). In The Birds 
of North America, No. 702 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 



YELLOW- BELLIED SAPSUCKER Sphyrapicus varius 
 
Although most non-birders believe that the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is a fictitious bird created just for the hu-
morous name, in fact it is a widespread species of small woodpecker. Its habit of making shallow holes in trees to 
get sap is exploited by other bird species, and the sapsucker can be considered a "keystone" species, one whose 
existence is vital for the maintenance of a community. 

Description 
• Medium-sized woodpecker.  
• White stripe running up side.  
• Messy black and whitish barring on back.  
• Size: 18-22 cm (7-9 in)  
• Wingspan: 34-40 cm (13-16 in)  
• Weight: 43-55 g (1.52-1.94 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Chin and throat red in male, white in female. 

Sound 
Call a nasal mewing "me-ah." Drumming a distinctive slow  
irregular tapping, easily imitated by tapping on a tree with a stick. 

Conservation Status 
The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker probably benefited with the destruction of 
mature forests and the creation of forest gaps and increased edge. Populations appear stable. 

Other Names 
Pic maculé (French) 
Carpintero de paso, Chupasavia maculado, Chupasavia vientreamarillo (Spanish) 

Cool Facts 
• The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker makes two kinds of holes in trees to harvest sap. Round holes extend deep 

in the tree and are not enlarged. The sapsucker inserts its bill into the hole to probe for sap. Rectangular 
holes are shallower, and must be maintained continually for the sap to flow. The sapsucker licks the sap 
from these holes, and eats the cambium of the tree too. New holes usually are made in a line with old 
holes, or in a new line above the old.  

• The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker frequently uses human-produced materials to help in its territorial drum-
ming. Street signs and metal chimney flashing amplify the irregular tapping of a territorial sapsucker. The 
sapsucker seems to suffer no ill effects of whacking its bill on metal, and a bird will return to a favorite 
sign day after day to pound out its Morse code-like message.  

• The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is the only woodpecker in eastern North America that is completely migra-
tory. Although a few individuals remain throughout much of the winter in the southern part of the breed-
ing range, most head farther south, going as far south as Panama. Females tend to migrate farther south 
than do males.  

• Where the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker's range meets that of the Red-naped Sapsucker in Alberta, the two 
closely related forms hybridize. The Red-naped Sapsucker formerly was considered just a race of the Yel-
low-bellied Sapsucker.  

Sources used to construct this page: 
Walters, E. L., E. H. Miller, and P. E. Lowther. 2002. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius). In The 
Birds of North America, No. 662 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 



RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER  Melanerpes carolinus 
 
The most common woodpecker in the Southeast, the Red-bellied Woodpecker is a familiar sight at bird feeders 
and in backyards. Yes, its belly is covered in a light red wash. But this woodpecker is easier to spot by the red 
on the back and top of its head. 

Description 
• Medium to large-sized woodpecker.  
• Red hood from top of head to back of neck.  
• Back barred black and white. 
• Size: 24 cm (9 in)  
• Wingspan: 33-42 cm (13-17 in)  
• Weight: 56-91 g (1.98-3.21 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Male with red hood extending to forehead, female with red nape only. 

Sound 
Call: a loud raspy "kwirr." Also shorter "cha" notes. 

Conservation Status 
The Red-bellied Woodpecker has extended its breeding range north over the last 100 years. Populations are in-
creasing throughout most of the range. 

Other Names 
Pic à ventre roux (French) 

Cool Facts 
• The Red-bellied Woodpecker competes vigorously for nest holes with other woodpeckers, in one case 

even dragging a Red-cockaded Woodpecker from a nest cavity and killing it. But it is often evicted from 
nest holes by the European Starling. In some areas, half of all Red-bellied Woodpecker nesting cavities 
are taken over by starlings.  

• Stores food in cracks and crevices of trees and fence posts. The woodpecker does not appear to defend 
its caches from other birds or mammals.  

• The male Red-bellied Woodpecker has a longer bill and a longer, wider tongue tip than the female. 
These adaptations may allow the male to reach deeper into furrows to extract prey and may allow the 
sexes to divide up the resources in one area. 

Sources used to construct this page: 
 
Shackleford, C. E., R. E. Brown, and R. N. Conner. 2000. Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus). In 
The Birds of North America, No. 500 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadel-
phia, PA. 
 



NORTHERN FLICKER Colaptes auratus 
 
A common ant-eating woodpecker of open areas, the Northern Flicker has two color forms found in different 
regions. The yellow-shafted form is common across the eastern and northern parts of North America, while the 
red-shafted form is the one found in the West. 

Description 
• Medium to large woodpecker.  
• Grayish brown.  
• Barred on top, spotted below.  
• Black crescent on chest.  
• Rump white, conspicuous in flight.  
• Yellow or red patches in wings obvious in flight. 
• Size: 28-31 cm (11-12 in)  
• Wingspan: 42-51 cm (17-20 in)  
• Weight: 110-160 g (3.88-5.65 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Male with black or red mustache stripe. Female without mustache stripe, or 
with brown one. 

Sound 
Call a long series of loud "wik-wik-wik" notes. Also a softer "wik-a-wik-a-
wik-a," and a strong single-note "peah." 

Conservation Status 
Widespread and common, but populations declining. 

Other Names 
Pic flamboyant (French) 
Carpintero alirrojo, Pic-palo lombricero (Red-shafted Flicker) (Spanish) 

Cool Facts 
• Although it can climb up the trunks of trees and hammer on wood like other woodpeckers, the North-

ern Flicker prefers to find food on the ground. Ants are its favorite food, and the flicker digs in the dirt 
to find them. It uses its long barbed tongue to lap up the ants.  

• The red-shafted and yellow-shafted forms of the Northern Flicker formerly were considered different 
species. The two forms hybridize extensively in a wide zone from Alaska to the panhandle of Texas. A 
hybrid often has some traits from each of the two forms and some traits that are intermediate between 
them. The Red-shafted Flicker also hybridizes with the Gilded Flicker, but less frequently, and the 
Gilded Flicker is considered a separate species.  

• The Northern Flicker is one of the few North American woodpeckers that is strongly migratory. Flick-
ers in the northern parts of the range move south for the winter, although a few individuals often stay 
rather far north. 

Sources used to construct this page: 
Moore, W. S. 1995. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus). In The Birds of North America, No. 166 (A. Poole 
and F. Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, and The American Ornithologists' Un-
ion, Washington, D.C. 
 



PILEATED WOODPECKER  Dryocopus pileatus 
Nearly as large as a crow, the Pileated Woodpecker is the largest woodpecker in most of North America. Its 
loud ringing calls and huge, rectangular excavations in dead trees announce its presence in forests across the 
continent. 

Description 
• Large woodpecker.  
• Red crest on head.  
• Black body.  
• Size: 40-49 cm (16-19 in)  
• Wingspan: 66-75 cm (26-30 in)  
• Weight: 250-350 g (8.83-12.36 ounces)  

Sex Differences 
Sexes similar, male has red crown and forehead and red in black mus-
tache stripe. Female has gray to yellow-brown forehead and no red in 
mustache stripe. 

Sound 
Call a loud, ringing "kuk-kuk-kuk." Drumming loud and resonant. 

Conservation Status 
Pileated Woodpecker populations declined greatly with the clearing of the eastern forests. The species re-
bounded in the middle 20th century, and has been increasing slowly but steadily in most of its range. Only in 
Arkansas do numbers seem to be going down. 

Other Names 
Grand pic (French) 

Cool Facts 
• The Pileated Woodpecker digs characteristically rectangular holes in trees to find ants. These excava-

tions can be so broad and deep that they can cause small trees to break in half.  
• A Pileated Woodpecker pair stays together on its territory all year round. It will defend the territory in all 

seasons, but will tolerate floaters during the winter.  
• The feeding excavations of a Pileated Woodpecker are so extensive that they often attract other birds. 

Other woodpeckers, as well as House Wrens, may come and feed there.  
• The Pileated Woodpecker prefers large trees for nesting. In young forests, it will use any large trees re-

maining from before the forest was cut. Because these trees are larger than the rest of the forest, they 
present a lightning hazard to the nesting birds. 

Sources used to construct this page: 
Bull, E. L., and J. A. Jackson. 1995. Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus). In The Birds of North Amer-
ica, No. 148 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, and The Ameri-
can Ornithologists' Union, Washington, D.C. 
 


