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The smallest dove in the United States, the Common Ground-Dove is a 

bird of the southern United States and tropical America. Aptly named, it 

feeds and nests on the ground. 

 

Cool Facts 

 The Common Ground-Dove appears to hold permanent territories, but 

overt acts of aggression among territorial birds are relatively rare. 

 The Common Ground-Dove stays with its mate throughout the year and between years. 

 

Habitat 

Open country with trees and bushes, sandy reefs, open sandy areas in forest and savanna, culti-

vated lands, and around human habitation in villages and towns. 

 

Food 

Mostly small weed and grass seeds, waste grains, small berries, insects, snail shells. Readily 

feeds at feeders. 

 

Nesting—Nest Description 

May nest on ground or in shrub. Ground nests may be just a few grasses, weeds, rootlets, palm 

fibers, or pine needles lining a slight depression. Above-ground nests thin frail structure, loose 

foundation of twigs or pine needles lined with rootlets and grasses 

 

Nesting Facts 

Clutch Size—1–3 eggs  

Egg Description—White 

Condition at Hatching—Helpless, with sparse tan down. 

 

Behavior 

Feeds on ground. 

 

Conservation 

Generally common; may be declining in some areas and increasing in others. Listed in New 

Mexico as "Endangered" and in Alabama as a "species of special concern." 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. NYS College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell Univer-
sity, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooper-
ating. 
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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Source:  http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Common_Ground-Dove/lifehistory 


