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A familiar inhabitant of barns and other outbuildings, the Barn Swallow 

is easily recognized by its long forked tail. It was originally a cave breed-

er, but now the swallow nests almost exclusively on man-made struc-

tures. 

 

Cool Facts 

 The Barn Swallow is the most abundant and widely distributed swal-

low species in the world. It breeds throughout the northern hemisphere 

and winters in much of the southern hemisphere. 

 The long tail of a Barn Swallow may indicate the quality of the individual bird. Females pre-

fer to mate with males that have the longest and most symmetrical tails. 

 An unmated male Barn Swallow may kill the nestlings of a nesting pair. His actions often 

succeed in breaking up the pair and afford him the opportunity to mate with the female. 

 Female Barn Swallows favor males that have a darker reddish chest color. 

 

Measurements 

Both Sexes 

Length—5.9–7.5 in; 15–19 cm  

Wingspan—11.4–12.6 in; 29–32 cm  

Weight—0.6–0.7 oz; 17–20 g 
 

Habitat 

Found in many habitats with open areas for foraging and structures for nesting, including agri-

cultural areas, cities, and along highways. Needs mud for nest building. 

 

Food 

Flying insects 
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NESTING 

Nest Description 

An open cup of mud and grass. Lined with fine grass stems, hair, and 

feathers. Nest is fastened to a vertical wall under an overhang or placed 

on a ledge. 

 

Nesting Facts 

Egg Description—Creamy white with small dark spots.  

Condition at Hatching—Helpless, with tufts of down. 

 

Behavior 

Catches insects in flight, often low to the ground. 

 

Conservation 

The Barn Swallow has benefited greatly from human activity. Artificial structures have allowed 

it to move into new areas and nest in higher densities than ever before. As a result, populations 

are much greater than they were before European settlement of North America. You can help 

scientists learn more about this species by participating in the Celebrate Urban Birds! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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