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The Barn Owl is one of the most widely distributed birds in the world, 

found on all continents except Antarctica, and on many oceanic islands 

as well. It has been introduced by people to some of the few places it did 

not already occur, namely Hawaii, the Seychelles Islands, and Lord 

Howe Island. 

 

Cool Facts 

 Watch what happens inside a Barn Owl nest, through the help of a Nest 

Box Cam provided by The Birdhouse Network at the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology. 

 The female Barn Owl tends to be more spotted on the breast than the male. These spots may 

act as a stimulus to the male, indicating the quality of the female. If a female's spots were ex-

perimentally removed, her mate fed their nestlings at a lower rate than if the spots were left 

alone. 

 Up to 46 different races of the Barn Owl have been described worldwide. The North Ameri-

can form is the largest, weighing more than twice as much as the smallest race from the Gala-

pagos Islands. 

 The Barn Owl is one of the few bird species with the female showier than the male. The fe-

male has a more reddish chest that is more heavily spotted. The spots may signal to a poten-

tial mate the quality of the female. Heavily spotted females get fewer parasitic flies and may 

be more resistant to parasites and diseases. 

 The Barn Owl has excellent low-light vision, and can easily find prey at night by sight. But 

its ability to locate prey by sound alone is the best of any animal that has ever been tested. It 

can catch mice in complete darkness in the lab or hidden by vegetation or snow out in the real 

world. 

 

Measurements 

Both Sexes 

Length—12.6–15.7 in; 32–40 cm  

Wingspan—39.4–49.2 in; 100–125 cm  

Weight—14.1–24.7 oz; 400–700 g 

 

 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. NYS College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell Univer-
sity, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooper-
ating. 
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Habitat 

Found in open habitats, such as grasslands, deserts, marshes, and agricultural fields. 

 

Food 

Small mammals 

 

Nesting 

Nest Description 

Nests in hollow trees, cliff cavities, in buildings, and nest boxes. Nest cup made from shredded 

owl pellets. 

 

Nesting Facts 

Clutch Size—2–18 eggs  

Egg Description—Dull white  

Condition at Hatching—Helpless and covered with white down 

 

Behavior 

Hunts at night, flying low over ground. 

 

Conservation 

Common, but local in some parts of its range. Populations in Midwest and inland East dropped 

dramatically during 1970-2000. Listed as Endangered in some states. Nest box programs have 

helped increase populations in some areas.   
 

 

 

 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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