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With its brilliant orange and black plumage, the Baltimore Oriole's arri-

val is eagerly awaited by birders each spring migration. Its preference 

for open areas with tall trees has made it a common inhabitant of parks 

and suburban areas. 

 

Cool Facts 

 The Baltimore Oriole hybridizes extensively with the Bullock's Ori-

ole where their ranges overlap in the Great Plains. The two species 

were considered the same for a while and called the Northern Oriole, but recently they were 

separated again. Molecular studies of the oriole genus indicate that the two species are not 

very closely related. 

 The "orioles" of the Americas were named after similarly-appearing birds in the Old World. 

The American orioles are not closely related to the true orioles in the family Oriolidae. They 

are more closely related to blackbirds and meadowlarks. Both New and Old world orioles are 

brightly colored with red, yellow, and black; have long tails and long pointed bills; build 

hanging, woven nests; and prefer tall trees around open areas. 

 Young male Baltimore Orioles do not achieve adult plumage until the fall of their second 

year. But some first-year males with female-like plumage succeed in attracting a mate and 

nest successfully. 

 

Measurements 

Both Sexes 

Length—6.7–7.5 in; 17–19 cm  

Wingspan—9.1–11.8 in; 23–30 cm  

Weight—1.1–1.4 oz; 30–40 g 

 

Habitat 

Breeds along woodland edges and open areas with scattered trees, especially deciduous trees. 

Also in parks and wooded urban areas. Winters in humid forests and second growth. 
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Food 
Caterpillars, fruits, insects, spiders, and nectar 

 

Nesting 

Nest Description 

Gourd-shaped and woven from hair, plant fibers, and synthetic fibers. Hung by the rim from 

thin branches or a fork in a tall tree. 

 

Nesting Facts 

Clutch Size—3–7 eggs  

Egg Description—Pale grayish-white, streaked and blotched with dark lines, heaviest at large 

end. 

Incubation period—11-14 days.  

Condition at Hatching—Helpless, with sparse down. Chicks fledge in 11-14 days 

 

Behavior 

Gleans and probes in trees for insects. 

 

Conservation  

Populations showing slight decrease across range, but populations probably stable. This species 

should be monitored closely. You can help scientists learn more about this species by participat-

ing in the Celebrate Urban Birds! 

 

 

 
 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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