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Parsnips 

 
Perhaps the hardiest of all garden crops, parsnips don’t develop their sweet, nutty 

flavor until after enduring frosts and cold weather in fall. Can be overwintered for 

harvest as soon as soil thaws in spring. 

 

Site Characteristics  

Sunlight:  
 full sun  

 part shade  

 yields best in full sun  

Soil conditions:  
 requires well-drained soil; prefers well-drained, loose, fertile soil, free of stones pH 6.0 to 7.0. Heavy clay soils 

may cause crooked and branched roots. Needs a fair amount of moisture.  

 

Plant Traits  
Lifecycle: annual; biennial grown as an annual.  

Ease-of-care: moderately difficult; requires deep, well-prepared soil, early planting, and good early weed control.  

Height: 2 to 3 feet  

Spread: 0.5 to 1 foot  

Foliage color: medium green 

Foliage texture: medium 

Shape: cushion, mound or clump; leaves arise from spherical swollen stem. 

Tolerates:  
 frost  

 

Growing Conditions 

How to plant:  
 Propagate by seed  

 Germination temperature: 50 F to 85 F  

 Days to emergence: 10 to 21 - Germination may take as long as 3 to 4 weeks with soil temperature at 50 F.  

 Seed can be saved 1 year; seed does not store well.  

 

Maintenance and care:  

Sow seeds ½ inch deep, 1 inch apart, in rows 18 to 24 inches apart, in early spring. Seeds germinate slow-

ly, usually in about 2 to 3 weeks (longer in cold soils). To speed germination, keep soil moist. Sow along 

with radishes to break soil crust and mark row.  

Thin to 3- to 4-inch spacings. Trim instead of pulling to avoid disturbing roots of remaining plants.  

Mulch to suppress weeds and retain moisture.  

Hill soil around base of plants to prevent greening of root shoulders.  



Page 2—Parsnips 

 

Pests:  

Avoid planting on ground that was in sod the previous season. Use fabric covers to exclude insects.  

Carrot weevil—Clean up garden debris in autumn. Beneficial nematodes are available. Apply as directed 

on label.  

Leafhopper—Leafhoppers spread disease. No cultural control is available 

Varieties 

Choose shorter-rooted varieties if your soil is not deep, light and stone-free.  

 

Varieties recommended for New York include:  
All American 

Harris' Model 

Hollow Crown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 

or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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