
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 

COOPERATIVE 

EXTENSION OF 

ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 
NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

Mulberries 

Morus spp.  

Mulberry trees are as ornamental as they are fruitful. The 

mulberry was once considered the "King of the Tree Crops," 

but its weedy invasiveness and soft fruit caused it to fall out 

of favor. 

Mulberry flowers are small and inconspicuous. The fruits are 

numerous and resemble slender blackberries. They do not 

ripen all at once, but when they are ready they drop from the 

tree, and can be gathered by covering the ground with a sheet 

or canvas and shaking the tree. Fruits are used for jelly, wine 

and desserts. Mulberries also attract birds in large numbers, 

and can be messy, making the tree unsuitable for public 

spaces. 

Growing mulberries: Mulberries are generally hardy in 

Zones 4 or 5 to 8. They perform best in full sun and good 

soils, but will tolerate part shade and do surprisingly well on a 

wide range of adverse soil conditions, including thin, gravely 

soil, rocky slopes, dry, wet or alkaline soils and other difficult 

areas. This makes them well-adapted for erosion control. They 

are easy to transplant, salt tolerant and produce fruit reliably in 

frost pockets and exposed areas. 

Three species are commonly grown in the Northeast: 

Black mulberries (M. nigra) produce the most flavorful fruit 

but are only adapted to the mildest parts of New York State 

(Zone 6 and warmer). Native to western Asia. 

Red mulberries (M. rubra) are hardier than black mulberries and may grow to become very large trees. These 

North American natives prefer deep, rich soils and are usually found on bottomlands and along streams. Young 

trees are not as hardy as older ones. Superior red mulberry selections include 'Hicks Everbearing', 'Johnson', 

'Stubbs', 'Townsend', 'Illinois Everbearing', and 'Travis'. 

White mulberries (M. alba) are the most widely grown in New York State. Many cultivars have been selected 

for their foliage for silkworms (this species was originally imported from China to feed silkworms), several also 

have excellent fruit. 'New American' is considered the best, but 'Trowbridge', 'Thorburn', and 'Victoria', are very 



good. Little cultivar development continues today. Seedlings are very variable in performance. 

 

Types 

There are several types of weeping mulberry trees. Male and 

female varieties are available, determining whether the trees 

are fruitless or fruit-bearing. In addition to these large 

demographics, the trees can be further classified by the color of 

their fruit. 

 

White weeping mulberries feature fruit that is extremely 

sweet to taste and come in white, pink, and purplish colors. 

This variety is also the most commonly grown of all of them, 

primarily because it is the easiest of the types to grow and has 

delicious berries. 

 

 

Red weeping mulberries aren’t quite as popular as the white variety, but still produce a fair amount of berries 

and can attract fauna to your garden or yard. The berries tend to be  dark in color, usually a very dark red or 

purple. 

 

Black mulberries are the rarest of the three color types. Although still hardy, these trees require a warmer 

climate zone than their white and red counterparts. As guessed, the fruit on this variety of tree is black and deep, 

deep purple. 

 

 



 
Before planting trees, look up, look down and look right and left.  

Planting under power lines, close to buildings, sidewalks or septic 

systems will only mean costly repairs in the future. 

 

If your tree grows 45 feet tall, make sure there are no obstructions.  

If it grows 20 feet wide make sure it has 20 feet of space to spread 

out.  Think of the root system as growing the same size as the 

canopy.  Plant the tree far enough away so that the roots wont 

damage sidewalks, foundations or septic systems.  

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Special-

ist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 
DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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