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What about it?  
The Easter lily, also known as the Trumpet Lily or the Long-Tubed White Lily, is a member of the lily fam-
ily along with several hundred other varieties. A true lily has a bulb that consists of 2 parts: a basal 
structure, and overlapping scales. At the center of the scales is the growing point from which the stem 
emerges.  
The Easter lily has a long, slender stem that will grow up to 3 feet. There are approximately 30 leaves on 
a plant. These leaves are 3 to 5 inches long and 1 /2 an inch wide. The flowers are large, white trumpets 
that grow in a raceme.  
 
What is it used for?  
In the Northern climates, Easter lilies are grown as pot plants or in greenhouses for cutting. In warmer 
areas, they can be used as border plants.  
 
Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
Lilies need fairly rich, well-drained soil. When planting lily bulbs, mix in generous amounts of seasoned 
compost into each hole. Plant the bulbs 5-6 inches deep. It is also common to grow Easter lilies "under 
glass". 
 
What are its primary problems?  
Easter lilies are afflicted by a number of problems. Botrytis mold will often attack lilies, as well as rust, 
puffy leaf, limber neck, basal and edge-scale rot. Aphids can be persistent as well.  
 
How do we propagate it? 
Lilies grow from bulbs. If keeping indoors, you should plan on getting your lilies to bud 6 weeks before 
you would want the plant to flower. Easter lilies are especially responsive to forcing under artificial condi-
tions. Many people place the bulbs inside the refrigerator for a while and then remove. The bulbs will be-
gin to grow and form buds.  

Easter Lily  
Lilium longiflorum  
(lill-ee-um long-ih-floor-um) 



Care of the Easter Lily after Flowering 
by Sherry Rindels, Department of Horticulture Iowa State University 
 
Now that the flowers of the Easter Lily have withered, many people are wondering what to do with the remaining 
plant. The lily doesn't survive as a houseplant, but it can be planted outdoors where it should bloom again. Until it 
is safe to plant outdoors, keep the plant in a sunny window and water thoroughly when slightly dry.  
Select a bright sunny spot in the garden to plant the bulb. Remove the plant from the container and loosen the root 
system. There will be some torn roots, but it is better for the plant than the compacted root system it has in the 
container. Plant the bulb a few inches deeper than it was in the container and cover with soil. Water thoroughly 
and fertilize with an all-purpose garden fertilizer. For the remainder of the season water and fertilize as you would 
other garden plantings. Soon after planting the old top will wither and die. This is no cause for alarm because new 
shoots will soon emerge that may flower in July or August. If the plant doesn't flower later that summer, they will 
flower the next summer in June.  
 
Some gardeners have good results when overwintering lilies although they are not reliably hardy. To improve 
your chances for overwintering success, mulch the plants with at least 4" of straw in the fall. Another option is to 
dig the bulb in the fall and store indoors the same way we do other tender bulbs such as canna.  
 
Information for this fact sheet was obtained from the NY State Horticulture Study Guide for youth at 
 www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/flowers 
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/1992/4-29-1992/lily.html 
 
 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 
materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 
sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 
State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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