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The fruits of last fall’s gardening labor are now in full bloom.  From the early blooming crocus 

to late blooming tulips, bulbs bring life to the spring garden.  Once the flowers are gone it’s on-

ly natural to want to pull out the whole plant or cut it back in an effort to tidy up the area.  Be-

fore heading out to the garden and leveling all that lush foliage, put your pruners down, take a 

deep breath, and consider the following:   

 

FOLIAGE:  First and foremost, DO NOT pull out the plant or cut it back to ground level. 

Through the process know as photosynthesis, the foliage helps restore the bulb’s energy and 

helps the bulb prepare for blooming next year.  The plant will let you know when it’s time to 

pull it out of the ground; a gentle tug should release it from the soil.  If not, wait another week 

and try again.   

 

Tying the leaves in knots or putting a rubber band around the foliage reduces air circulation and 

the amount of sun that reaches the leaves.  One solution to hiding yellow leaves is to plant early 

flowering annuals or perennials close to bulbs so that the new emerging leaves hide fading 

plants.   

 

DEADHEADING:  Shortly after the flower has dropped its petals, be sure to remove the seed 

pod at the top of the stalk.  You can pinch the seed pod with your fingertips or use scissors or 

pruners. Deadheading diverts all of the plant’s energy back into the bulb.  

 

FERTILIZING:  As plants emerge from the ground in early spring and again after the bulb has 

finished flowering, add a balanced fertilizer such as 20-20-20, 5-10-5 or a 5-10-10.  Be sure to 

read label directions carefully before applying. 

 

WATERING:  Our area usually provides sufficient snow and rainfall for spring bulbs.  How-

ever, if the ground seems especially dry, be sure to give the bulbs a good soaking.  

 

DIVIDING:  Most bulbs can go years without dividing but once the flowers get smaller and the 

stems shorter, it’s a good time to divide each clump and transplant the bulbs.  Just be sure to  
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wait until the blooms have faded before digging them up. If you dig them in June or July, they 

can be replanted immediately. Otherwise, clean off the excess soil, dry them, and store in a  

cool, dry place until fall planting time. 

 

With just a little care and some help from Mother Nature, you’ll have a spectacular display 

again next year to welcome spring.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 
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