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VARIETIES OF ROSES 
 

Roses are one of the most favorite flowers of gardeners.  The rose family, 
Rosacea, contains over two thousand species including most of our fruit crops.  
The genus Rosa includes over 100 species, dozens of which have been used in hy-
bridizing.  Because roses are so popular and because there are so many species, 
new hybrids are coming out all the time. 
 
Gardeners recognize roses primarily by their general form—bush, climber, tree 
and miniatures.  Here are some descriptions of a few common types. 
 
 

Bush Roses are a basic form, varying in height from 2-6 feet depending on climate, variety, pruning and other 
factors.  Most varieties are winter-hardy in the milder sections of the country but varieties differ in cold resis-
tance.  In the sections where winters are severe, practically all varieties need some protection. 
 
Tea Roses (primarily R. odorota) are the forerunners of most of our modern roses.  They normally grow in bush 
form.  Teas are still considered tops by many rose fanciers. 
 
Hybrid Teas are produced by hybridizing teas with other species.  They were first introduced in 1867.  Since 
then hybrid teas have come to outnumber all other bush roses combined.  Better able to resist cold than the tea 
rose from which it is descended, the hybrid tea is noted for large, perfectly shaped individual blossoms borne on 
long stems. 
 
Floribundas bloom in both sprays and clusters.  Blossoms are smaller than those of the hybrid tea, but more 
abundant.  They are generally fragrant, adaptable to a border or massed bed display and available in many colors. 
 
Minifloras Plants are a little larger than miniatures and a little smaller than floribundas.  Fully hardy. 
 
Grandifloras were first introduced about 1950.  They are a cross between hybrid teas and floribundas.  Continu-
ously flowering, grandifloras have one or several blossoms on each stem and grow slightly taller than floribundas. 
 
Hybrid perpetuals are the June roses of yesteryear’s garden.  Their flowers are large.  As the name indicates, 
they are considered as ever blooming types, although most of them do not bear continuously through the growing 
season as do hybrid teas.  They usually develop large, vigorous bushes if given good cultural care and proper 
pruning. 
 
Shrub Types This is a description of the habit of growth, which is taller and woodier than the 
bush roses.  This type originally referred to the older garden roses of the last century.  How-
ever, now many of these have been crossed with the above types and a great variety of high  
quality shrub roses are available. 
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Climbers and ramblers   These again refer to a habit of good growth and most of the groups contain cultivars 
that run or climb.  They all need support unlike vines.  Most of the old climbing type bloomed once a season, 
but the newer cultivars all have the recurrent flowering habit of the hybrid teas.  Climbers as well as most other 
types do need winter protection. 
 
Large-flowered climbers and ever-blooming climbers grow slower than ramblers.  Flowers larger than ram-
blers are useful for cutting.  Flowers profusely in early summer and fall; a few scattered flowers in between. 
 
Climbing hybrid teas, polyanthas, and floribundas have flowers on second year wood identical to bush 
roses but don’t bloom as continuously as bush forms. 
 
Trailing roses produce long canes that creep along the ground; good on walks or as ground cover for banks. 
 
Miniature Rose plants, including leaves and flowers, are very small.  For some varieties the maximum height 
is about 18 inches.  They are available in all the color, form, and fragrance of the large-flowered plants.  
Miniatures are used mostly for rock gardens, edging beds, and borders.  They also may be grown in containers 
in a window or under fluorescent-lighted gardens.  

 
Tree and Standard Rose are simply one or more hybrid teas or floribundas grafted on 
hardy stock.  In northern states special winter protection is required for the flowering canes 
and graft. 
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides 
distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide 
use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your 
regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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