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PRUNING ROSES 
 

Roses are pruned to remove dead wood, improve quantity and quality of 
flowers produced. 
 
Just how you prune depends on the type of rose involved.  Basic jobs in 
springtime would be the same for all roses; however, at that season, remove 
as little wood as consistent with: 
 

1. Pruning out all dead wood—cut an inch or so below dark colored areas. 
2. Pruning out all weak growth—all stems less than the width of a pencil should be removed 
3. Pruning canes growing toward the center of the plant 
4. Removing criss-crossing canes 
5. Shaping the plant for a neat appearance 
 
Beyond this initial cleanup type of pruning comes the point of departure from correct action for most gardeners.  
It is important at this point to have some knowledge of the variety of roses(s) you have. 
 
For satisfactory growth, climbing and pillar roses are thinned in midsummer after the blooms have faded.  Cut off 
all the flowering canes close to the roots.  By this time next year, canes will be several feet long and will gradu-
ally fill in the empty spaces.  Note that this is done on the true climbing an pillar roses, not on the climbing hybrid 
tea or climbing floribunda types.  Many climbers are seldom pruned and still flower, but pruning is beneficial. 
 
On climbing hybrid tea and climbing floribunda types, remove only the older flowering wood after early flower-
ing has been completed leaving the more vigorous shoots which originated in previous years as well as the new 
canes coming from the base.    
 
Summer pruning of the shrub and bush type of roses, including hybrid teas and floribundas, consists of the fol-
lowing:  after a flower has faded, cut it off with the stem below it to the first five-leaflet leaf (roses have leaves 
with different numbers of leaflets, generally with 3 leaflets near the tip of a stem and 5-leaflet leaves farther back 
on the stem).  Leave about two leaves on the stem.  This practice is done with hybrid teas, floribundas, and other 
bush types. 
Fall pruning of bush roses is not advocated, as it does more harm than good generally, except to cut long stems to 
prevent whipping about in winter wind which loosens the soil mound.  After a few years, experience will tell you 
the average amount of winter killing to expect in spring according to the previous winter.  Cutting back too much 
in the fall could mean the loss of the plan in an unusually severe winter.  A good rule is to cut less in the fall and 
cut more heavily in the spring. 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 
may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 
must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/
or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 
or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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