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PLANTING ROSES 

 
 

Spring is the best time to plant roses in upstate New York.  The 
plants are usually purchased as either bare root packed in peat hu-
mus or container grown; the vast majority being the former. 
 
 
 
 

If your plants are shipped before you are ready to plant them, you should keep them moist and cool (40-50 de-
grees F).  If they must be held for more than a week, then the plants should be healed in outside. 
 
Roses respond well to rich, well-drained soil.  If your soil is too heavy (clay) or too light (sandy), the addition of 
composed organic matter will greatly improve it.  Even if you have a rich loam, the roses will still benefit from 
the addition of compost. 
 
Plant budded rose plants with the bud union (knob-like portion of stem) 2 inches below the soil surface.  Dig the 
hole large enough to spread the roots in a natural manner, radiating from the stem like the fingers of a hand.  You 
may want to add a handful of bone meal or super phosphate to the soil..  Cover the roots with topsoil and tamp it 
firmly.  After the soil is packed firmly around the roots, water the plant thoroughly.  Never plant when the soil is 
so wet that it can be pressed into balls that will not crumble.   
 
Hybrid teas and vigorous floribundas should be spaced about 2 feet apart; hybrid perpetuals about 3 feet and 
climbers at least 5 feet apart. 
 
At the time of planting, shorten back the canes of the hybrid teas and hybrid perpetuals.  The pruning should be 
quite severe with 3 or 4 short canes remaining on the stem.  Fertilize the surface area above the roots with a com-
plete fertilizer—follow the manufacturer’s directions—after the plants have become established.  Water thor-
oughly and water when the weather is dry.  Be sure to water the soil and not the plant.  Wet leaves encourage dis-
ease. 
 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides dis-
tributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional 
DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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