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What about it?  
The iris is a long stemmed perennial, 2-3 feet tall, that forms from a root structure called a rhizome. Iris 
leaves are around 15 inches long, 1.5 inches wide, and sword shaped. Flowers may not have a fragrance 
but look similar to orchids. Irises come in almost any color that is appropriate since the plant is named af-
ter the Greek goddess of the rainbow. There are even brown and near-black varieties. Among the most 
popular irises are the bearded types that contain tufts of hairs along the lower petals. Knowing the type of 
Iris, Bearded, Japanese, Siberian will aid in the correct cultural practice.  Visit the Iris society at 

www.irises.org/growing.htm 
 
What is it used for?  
The iris is a popular border plant. There are many hybrids available as well as dwarf and intermediate 
sizes so they will go almost anywhere. They will flower throughout May and June but the vertical, flattened 
foliage is attractive when the plant is not flowering.  
 
Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
The iris prefers a slightly alkaline soil that is well drained. Full sun is best. Plant the rhizomes 4-6 inches 
apart in groups of three. Planting should be done in the early spring. Be sure to provide good air circula-
tion around the base of the foliage. Remove the faded flowers and break off the seed pods. In August, cut 
the fans down to 6 inches.  
 
What are its primary problems?  
In addition to the typical plant problems of leaf spot and bacterial soft rot, the iris has a special insect, the 
Iris Borer, that can destroy the rhizomes and the plant  
 

Iris 
Iris sp.  
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How do we propagate it?  
Propagate Bearded varieties by division in August. These iris do not like to be buried deep.  If your iris are 
not blooming as they should it usually means one of two things.  They need to be divided or they are buried 
to deep.  Siberian Iris bloom in May or June and have a grass like foliage.  These plants form a tough thick 
clump.  You may need to chop them in half with an axe!  
 
For more information on Iris please visit www.irises.org           
Information for this fact sheet was obtained from the NY State Horticulture Study Guide for youth at 
 www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/flowers 
 
 
This publication contains pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some 
materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, 
sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York 
State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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