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Are you running out of space to expand your flower bed? Do you need to add a different  

element to your garden design? Consider growing Clematis. With over 300 species of these    

clingers to choose from, you will not be disappointed. 

 

What to Consider When Selecting a Specific Variety 

Clematis need at least 6 hours of sun and a structure for the plant to attach. Choose something 

that will also look attractive when your Clematis is not blooming. You can use a variety of   

creative ideas such as a trellis, lamp post, fence, obelisk, ladder, a pergola or intertwined into 

climbing roses.  These clingers love something to grab onto, so tease the vine with something 

like fishing line to add extra horizontal and vertical cues.  Consider the color of the flower that 

will best compliment your existing floral and garden design.  To protect your investment, be 

sure you choose a variety the will tolerate our growing area of Zone  5.  Clematis can grow 6-12 

feet high and 4-5 feet wide. Plan on this when choosing your site. 

 

Planting Your Garden Addition 

Dig a hole at least 18 x 18 inches wide and deep. Remove the soil and amend it with approxi-

mately 50 percent compost. CUT the sides of the container; do not pull the plant out of the   

container as it may damage the roots. Fill the hole so that the roots or root ball will rest approxi-

mately 3 inches below the soil level. Fill the remainder of the hole with the amended soil. If a 

stake has been placed in the container, do not remove it when planting. Leave it in place for 1 

year.  Place mulch around the plant up to 8 inches wide and leave a 4 inch diameter area free of 

mulch to provide proper water absorption. Myth: do not plant a competing plant on top of the 

root structure. Its roots will compete for water. 

 

How Do You Care for Your Beauty? 

Clematis are big drinkers and will require 1-4 gallons of water per week. To prevent disease, 

water at the base and not onto the leaves.  Fertilization keeps the plant happy and reduces stem 

rot. Do this at the beginning of your planting with a high phosphate fertilizer and then every 4 

weeks with a balanced fertilizer such as 10-10-10 and then in the fall, repeat with a feeding of 

high phosphate. 

 

 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. NYS College of Agricul-

ture and Life Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell 

University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

cooperating. 
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Diseases can occur, so watch for the most common fungus referred to as stem rot aka wilt. This 

will rapidly appear as brown, shriveled leaves. This in not FATAL. Cut off the diseased stems 2 

inches below the problem, place in a plastic bag and dispose. Be sure to clean your clippers  

after ‘surgery.’ 

 

 

What About Pruning?   (See Diagram below) 

Clematis are grouped into 3 categories, most commonly according to when they bloom. 

GROUP I—Blooms in spring and early summer. Prune only when needed after flowering. 

GROUP II—Blooms in the summer on old wood and may rebloom in late summer on new 

wood. Prune in March by removing dead wood and cut the remaining stems 6-8 inches to a pair 

of strong buds. 

GROUP III—Blooms late summer into fall on new wood. It will die to ground level over the 

winter. Prune in spring just above a strong set of new buds, about 12 inches off of the ground. 

 

Be Patient !! 

Clematis, like most perennials, take at least 2 years to get established and will reward you with 

years of showy displays.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Wayside Gardens.com 

 

For more information relating to all of your gardening needs, soil testing and local gardening 

events, contact Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County at www.cceoneida.com 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cceoneida.com
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations.  Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 

human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no 

longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registra-

tion status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion Specialist or your regional NYSDEC office.  Read the label before applying any pesticide. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative 

thereof makes any representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the 

information provided by us or regarding any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the 

User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the 

most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted as an express or implied en-

dorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on pest 

management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The infor-

mation we provide is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following 

the manufacturer’s labeling and instructions. (October 2009) 

 


