
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 

COOPERATIVE 

EXTENSION OF 

ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 
NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

Speedwell (Veronica spp.) 
Prepared by John Condzella and Leslie A. Weston, Landscape Weed 
Management Team 
 

There are actually over 95 species of Veronica, commonly 

known as speedwell, throughout the state of New York, 
with about a dozen occurring in the landscape; two of the 
most prevalent being corn speedwell and slender speed-
well. There is no single characteristic that identifies a plant 
as a speedwell, but the seed pods are generally heart 
shaped and flowers are often bright blue to white, always 
with 4 petals and a low-growing prostrate canopy. 
 

Description: Corn speedwell is a winter annual with ascend-

ing branched stems (usually 5-15 cm in height) radiating 
from the base of the plant. The lower leaves are near 
round with toothed margins, the upper leaves are more 
pointed. The plant is covered with fine hairs. Corn speed-
well flowers are small and white to blue in color. The flow-
ers are found in the leaf axis and the seed develops into a 
distinctive heart shape. Slender speedwell is a prostrate, 

creeping perennial with slender stolons, small round leaves 

with scalloped leaf margins, and attractive light blue flowers 
in the spring. Slender speedwell has a tendency to form 
dense mats, particularly in turf grass. The stems grow to 50 
cm and root at the nodes. 
 

Reproduction: Corn speedwell reproduces via its seed 

which germinates in late summer, fall, or early spring, and 
sometimes throughout the entire growing season in cool, 
moist  areas. Slender speedwell reproduction is predomi-
nately vegetative in North America. Creeping and fragment-
ed stems can root at the nodes. Even 1cm long stem frag-
ments with a single node can produce adventitious roots 
and continue to grow. Plants can be spread by mowers, in 
lawn clippings, yard compost, or landscape plant material. 
 

Habitat/Distribution: Corn speedwell is a weed of lawns, 

landscapes, nursery crops, and cereals and is also found in waste areas. In cultivated sites, fall or 
spring cultivation provides effective control. Corn speedwell primarily grows in dry, sandy or rocky soils 
and well-drained shaded lawns and woods and is a common lawn and landscape weed in the north-
eastern and upper Midwestern states. Slender speedwell, in contrast, is primarily a weed of turf grass 

Slender speedwell prefers moist sites in turf 
(Photo courtesy of Weedalert.com) 

Corn speedwell thrives in dry sites (Photo courtesy 
of www.umassgreeninfo.org) 



and adjoining landscapes and is found only in lawns, gar-
dens, parks and golf courses. It does not tolerate cultiva-
tion and, thus, is rarely found in cultivated fields. Slender 
speedwell also tolerates a wide variety of soil types but 
thrives in cool, moist, shaded turf, on nutrient-rich soils. It 
was originally introduced into the Northeast as an orna-
mental in the 1920s and has since spread across the US. 
 

Control Methods: The competitiveness of both speedwells 

can be reduced by maintaining a dense stand of healthy 
turf grass. Fertilize turf in the fall and maintain good dis-
ease and insect control programs. Chemical control may 
be needed to eradicate invading speedwells, 
especially in turf grass areas which are thin, or in newly 
seeded areas. Use a selective post emergent herbicide 
taking care to follow spray intervals for newly seeded are-
as. For optimum control, make herbicide applications to 
actively growing speedwell in the 4 leaf to flower stage and repeat later in the fall if necessary. Corn 
speedwell will thrive in droughty conditions whereas slender speedwell prefers moist soil. After last 
year’s extreme drought, we are seeing more corn speedwell than usual in turf which was previously 
stressed. Established stands of veronicas can be treated with a selective postemergent herbicide con-
taining triclopyr or dicamba now, in liquid or granular fertilizer mixtures. Turf that is thin should be ferti-
lized in the spring or early summer and reseeded in the fall, followed by a fall fertilizer application. 

 

 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials mentioned 

may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State 

must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/

or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist 

or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  

 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that neither Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County nor any representative thereof makes any 

representation of any warranty, express or implied, of any particular result or application of the information provided by us or regard-

ing any product. If a product is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labeling instructions and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent information. Nothing contained in this information should be interpreted 

as an express or implied endorsement of any particular product or criticism of unnamed products. With respect to any information on 

pest management, the User is responsible for obtaining the most up-to-date pest management information. The information we provide 

is no substitute for pesticide labeling. The User is solely responsible for reading and following the manufacturer’s labeling and instruc-

tions. (October 2009) 
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A typical speedwell flower (Photo by Richard Uva) 


