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What about it?  
Petunia is a member of the Solanaceae or Nightshade Family and is therefore related to potatoes, toma-
toes, eggplants, and tobacco. Nightshades contain chemicals called alkaloids that make their green or 
unripe parts poisonous. Petunia x hybrids is considered a cultigen - a plant that does not exist in the wild 
but is a hybrid, or mixture, of several different species. Petunias have either single or double flower 
heads with funnel-shaped flowers, 24" long, that ruffle at the edges. Petunias vary between 6" and 12" in 
height. 
 
What is it used for?  
Petunia is one of the most popular garden annuals. This is because it comes in so many different colors: 
crimson, blue, coral, cream, etc. They are found as bedding, border, and house plants, as well as in 
planters, window boxes, hanging baskets, and as cut flowers.  
 
Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
Petunias like lots of sun and a moist, fertile, well-drained soil. Space 12" apart. They will bloom longer if 
the stems are cut back past the flowers on a regular basis.  
 
What are its primary problems?  
In addition to the extra maintenance for blooming, it is important to buy the smallest plants available 
and those that aren't in bloom. The blossoms may possibly become infected by botrytis blight during late 
spring rains. Some strains are more susceptible to air pollution and Japanese beetles.  
 
How do we propagate it?  
Sow the seeds indoors 8-10 weeks before the last frost. Do not cover the small seeds and keep tempera-
ture around 55 degrees F.  

Petunia 
Petunia x hybrida  
(pah-tew-nee-ah hy-brid-ah) 



Advances in petunia breeding have developed many new varieties with better vigor and flowering habits.  Try the 
Wave series of petunias.  These plants do not require deadheading and have a much fuller spreading habit. 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides dis-
tributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional 
DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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Information for this fact sheet was obtained from the NY State Horticulture Study Guide for youth at 
 www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/flowers 


