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What about it?  
American Marigold is a member of the Compositae Family, and therefore related to the daisy. Marigolds 
have oil glands in their leaves that release a distinctive odor when crushed. This odor also repels insects 
which makes Marigold a popular garden plant. The American Marigold grows up to 36" and has large (2-
4) solitary heads of orange or yellow.  
 
What is it used for?  
American Marigold has a long blooming period that makes it one of the most popular annuals. It is often 
used in nursery plantings to control nematodes, or in gardens for companion planting strategies to repel 
insects. Odorless varieties are available though and Marigolds are seen as cut flowers, in bedding, or as a 
border plant.  
 
Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
Marigold enjoys moist, fertile, well-drained soil and a spot in the full sun. They should be spaced 12" 
apart. Remember to remove the old flower heads. 
 
What are its primary problems?  
The American Marigold is prone to botrytis blight, leaf spot, wilt and stem rot, spider mites, and Japanese 
beetles.  
 
How do we propagate it?  
Seeds should be sown indoors 4-6 weeks before the last frost or outside after the last frost. Marigold 
seeds may be harvested and used the following year.  (This is a great project for kids)  Keep in mind that 
many marigolds are hybrids so the offspring may not resemble the parent . 

American Marigold  
Tagetes erecta  
(tah-get-eez ee-rec-tah) 
 



 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides dis-
tributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional 
DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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