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GERANIUMS 
 
 

These annuals come in a wide range of bold colors that grab atten-
tion over long distances. They are the standard for containers or 
untended, hot, sunny spots where you want a long season of color. 
Readily available at retail outlets.  
 
 
 
 

Site Characteristics  
Sunlight:  

full sun  
part shade  

Soil conditions:  
tolerates droughty soil  
requires well-drained soil  

Does poorly in clay soil. Prefers slightly acid soil. Needs regular watering and fertilization for optimum perform-
ance, but will tolerate long dry spells.  
Special locations:  

outdoor containers  
xeriscapes  
indoors as a houseplant - Cut plants back to a quarter or a third of their size, pot, and grow in a sunny win-
dowsill. Keep soil moist, but not soggy. Or overwinter by making cuttings of new growth before frost and 
rooting in water or a damp soil-less growing medium.  

 
Plant Traits  
Lifecycle: annual  
Ease-of-care: easy  
Height: 0.8 to 1.5 feet  
Spread: 0.5 to 1 feet  
Bloom time:  

late spring  
early summer  
mid-summer  
late summer  
early fall  

Flower color:  
red  
orange  
white  
pink  
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Foliage color:  

light green  
medium green  
dark green  
variegated  

Often called Zonal Geraniums because of the distinct color zones on the leaves 
 
Special Considerations  
Special characteristics:  

deer resistant  
non-aggressive  
non-invasive  
not native to North America - Native to South Africa  

 
Growing Information 
How to plant:  

Propagate by seed, cuttings - Geraniums can be grown from barerooted plants salvaged from the garden 
before the first killing frost. Remove the plants from the soil and shake excess soil from their roots. Place 
them in a cool, dry place where they will not freeze, and keep their roots marginally moist. Wrapping 
them with slightly moistened peat moss works well. In spring, 6 to 8 weeks before the last frost, cut the 
plant stems and roots back (roots to about 6” long), soak them overnight in slightly warmed water, and pot 
them for growth, placing the pots in a sunny location. Water only when new growth appears. Plant outside 
after frost danger has passed.  

Propagate geraniums from stem cuttings taken in late summer to early fall. Some hybrids are patented, so 
be sure to heed any warnings and follow all laws concerning their propagation.  

Geraniums may also be grown from seed, which should be sown indoors 4 months before the last spring 
frost date.  

Germination temperature: 70 F to 75 F  

Days to emergence: 7 to 14  
Maintenance and care:  

Deadhead to prolong flowering. Keep soil moist but never soggy. Fertilize regularly.  
Pests:  

Aphids 
Mealybug  
Whiteflies 
Caterpillars  

Diseases:  
Black leg 
Black stem rot 
Root rot 
Oedema 
Parasitic nematodes 
Powdery mildew 
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There are hundreds of cultivated geranium varieties. Look for different sized plants, flower colors, and 
leaf and flower forms.  

'Orbit' Series grows 14 inches tall, is very early flowering, and produces large clusters of flowers in shades 
of red, pink, orange and white.  

 
 

GROWING AND OVERWINTERING GARDEN GERANIUMS 
 

Garden geraniums (Pelargonium x hortorum) are popular flowering plants for beds, borders, containers, hanging 
baskets, and window boxes.  Geraniums are easy to grow and provide color in the garden from May to frost.  
Flower colors are red, pink, salmon, orange, white, lavender, and bi-colors.  Several fancy-leaf geraniums possess 
silver, white, gold, red, or purple markings on their leaves.  In past years most geraniums were grown vegeta-
tively from cuttings.  Today, many plants are grown from seed. 
 
Culture 
Geraniums should be planted outdoors when the danger of frost is past.  Generally, mid-May is a safe planting 
time for geraniums.   
 
Geraniums perform best in fertile, well-drained soils in full sun.  Plants will grow in partial shade but will not 
bloom well.  For optimum flowering, geraniums should receive at least 8 hours of sun. 
 
Geraniums respond well to applications of fertilizer.  Prior to planting, apply and incorporate 1 to 2 pounds of an 
all-purpose garden fertilizer such as 10-10-10 per 100 square feet of garden area.  Geraniums growing in contain-
ers should be fertilized every 2 weeks with a balanced water-soluble fertilizer. 
 
During dry periods, a deep soaking once a week is sufficient for plants in beds and borders while container plant-
ings will require more frequent watering.  Water geraniums in containers when the soil surface becomes dry to 
the touch.  If possible, avoid overhead watering as wet foliage encourages disease development. 
 
To keep plants blooming continuously throughout the summer, remove spent flowers (deadhead) on a regular ba-
sis.  Deadheading prevents seed development and encourages the plants to produce additional blooms.  It also im-
proves plant appearance. 
 
Overwintering 
The first hard frost will destroy geraniums growing outdoors.  However, it is possible to overwinter geraniums in-
doors.  Before frost pot up individual plants, take cuttings, or store bare-root plants in a cool, dry place.  For all 
methods select only plants that are healthy and disease-free. 
 
Potted Plants 
Carefully dig up each plant and place in a 6– to 8-inch diameter pot.  Prune the geraniums back to one-half or 
one-third of their original height, then water each plant thoroughly. 
 
Place the geraniums in a bright, sunny window or under florescent lights placed no more than 10 to 12 inches 
above the plants.  The lights should be turned on for 12 to 16 hours daily. 

 

 



Geraniums prefer cool indoor temperatures.  Daytime temperatures of 65 to 70 degrees Fahrenheit and night 
temperatures of 55 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit are ideal.  Geraniums become tall and spindly when grown in 
warm, poorly lit  areas.  
 
During their stay indoors, water the plants thoroughly when the soil becomes dry.  Occasionally pinch gera-
niums to produce stocky, well-branched plants. 
 
Cuttings 
Using a sharp knife, take 3– to 4-inch stem cuttings from the terminal ends of the shoots.  Pinch off the lower 
leaves, then dip the base of each cutting in a rooting hormone.  Stick the cuttings in a rooting medium of 
coarse sand or a mixture of coarse sand and sphagnum peat moss.  Clay or plastic pots with drainage holes in 
the bottom are suitable rooting containers.  Insert the cuttings into the medium just far enough to be self-
supporting.   
 
After all the cuttings are inserted, water the medium thoroughly, then allow it to drain. Place a clear plastic 
bag over the cuttings and container to prevent wilting of the foliage. Then place the cuttings in bright light, 
but not direct sun. The cuttings should root in 4 to 6 weeks.  
 
When the cuttings have developed good root systems, remove them from the rooting medium and plant each 
rooted cutting in a 3-inch-diameter pot. Place the potted geraniums in a bright, sunny window or under fluo-
rescent lights. Water plants thoroughly when the soil becomes dry. 
 
Bare root plants  
Dig the geraniums and carefully shake all the soil from their roots. Hang the plants upside down in a cool (45 
to 50°F), dry place. An alternate method is to place one or two plants in a large paper sack.  
 
Approximately once a month during winter, soak the roots of each plant in water for 1 to 2 hours. Most of 
the leaves will eventually dry up.  
 
In mid-March, prune or cut back each plant. Remove all shriveled, dead material. Healthy, live stems will be 
firm and solid. After pruning, pot up each plant and water thoroughly. Place the potted geraniums in a sunny 
window or under fluorescent lights.  
 
Geraniums that are pruned and potted in mid-March should develop into attractive plants that can be planted 
outdoors in late May. 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, some materials men-
tioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, and/or applied in New 
York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning 
the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
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